
Western Carolina student Jonah Kinney washes his car Monday in somewhat 
balmy weather. Winter arrived Tuesday, when the high temperature was 41.

The walls of this trench Monday col-
lapsed on and buried Ethan Owen. He 
was sore but otherwise OK.

By Dave Russell

Sylva town board candidate Luther 
Jones wouldn’t mind finishing fifth in 

the Nov. 5 election if, he 
said, outside money and 
influence hadn’t entered 
the election.

He is rankled to the 
point that he filed a com-
plaint with the N.C. 
Board of Elections.

Jones sent a four-page 
notarized campaign fi-
nance complaint and 

supporting documentation to Raleigh last 
Thursday. It details his concerns about 
the involvement of Down Home North 
Carolina – their money and one of their 
endorsed candidates – in the race.

For the first time, Sylva’s town board 
race saw a state political action com-
mittee, whose primary funding is from 
out of state, get involved and endorse 
candidates, Jones said.

Down Home North 
Carolina denies wrong-
doing in promoting in-
cumbents Dave Nestler 
and Greg McPherson 
and newcomer and staff-
er Carrie McBane.

Jones’ 70 votes placed 
him in fifth place, short 
of a minimum 106 nec-
essary to continue his 

quest for a seat. Two candidates – Ben 
Guiney and McBane – tied at 106, and 
one of them will take office pending can-
vassing, provisional ballots and perhaps 
a coin toss Friday morning.

There are nine provisional ballots in 
Sylva, according to Board of Elections 
Director Lisa Lovedahl.

Jones has no issue with Guiney, who 
was not endorsed by the PAC.

“He’s right here in town, people know 
him, and I fully appreciate that,” he 
said. “He kicked my butt. What I do not 
appreciate is outside money coming in 
here and attempting to take an election.”

Guiney wrote a letter to the editor 
published in last week’s Sylva Herald 
expressing his consternation at the out-
side influence.

Jones feels he needs to add his voice.
“I think somebody needs to speak out 

about this money coming from outside 
the town,” he said. “It influenced our 
election.”

By Dave Russell

Nowhere on his birth-
day wish list did Cullo-
whee resident  Ethan 
Owen have “get buried 
alive.”

The Cullowhee resi-
dent, who turned 26 Mon-
day, was in a trench laying 
storm drain pipe that afternoon for a stu-
dent apartment complex on South Painter 
Road in Cullowhee when a 10-foot wall 
collapsed.

“I was the only one in the ditch, and 
as I went to turn around and come out on 
top of this piece of pipe we had just laid, 
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By Beth Lawrence

Portions of Jackson County experi-
enced winter weather Tuesday morn-
ing, with near record-low temperatures 
Wednesday morning.

There was little or no snow reported in 
the county, but some areas, including parts 
of Cherokee, received sleet. Wednesday’s 
low in downtown Sylva was 16 degrees.

HERE (Housing, Equity, Resources 
and Education) was working to protect 
the area’s most vulnerable residents.

The nonprofit that works to aid the 
county’s homeless in getting back on 
their feet has implemented its short term 
emergency shelter program. The system 
works with local hotels to place people 
who have nowhere else to go during the 
coldest part of the year.

By Monday, HERE had placed 13 
people and was working to field addi-
tional requests on Tuesday.

“We are prioritizing people who are 
literally without shelter, people living in 
tents, people living in cars, people whose 
health and safety are currently at risk,” 
said Destri Leger, housing case manager. 
“Once all that need is met, we will open 
up to people who are couch surfing, 
housing insecure and pending homeless.”

Temperatures are set to rise gradually 
over the weekend, but they will remain 
below normal, National Weather Service 
Meteorologist Lauren Carroll said.

During the below average spell, 
HERE is looking for volunteers, par-

ticularly people willing to help with its 
Code Purple, or emergency response to 
hazardous conditions.
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Winter arrives like a freight train

Owen

SMHS marks Veterans Day

An award-winning newspaper serving Jackson County since 1926

In honor of Veterans Day, Smoky Mountain football players carried 
American flags as they entered Carr Hooper Stadium prior to Friday’s 
42-6 victory over Franklin.
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