
Businesses such as Speedy’s Pizza in Sylva continue to await final word of how 
pending road construction will affect their future. Current plans show a bulbout 
going right through the dining room. 

By Dave Russell

The N.C. Court of 
Appeals agreed to hear 
the case of former Syl-
va police officer Curtis 
Lambert, forcing anoth-
er round of courtroom 
wrangling Feb. 4 with the 
town. The four-year legal 
battle stems from his 2014 firing from the 
force.

Oral arguments are scheduled to be 
heard before a three-judge panel at the 
N.C. Central University Law School, 
where law students will observe as part 
of their education.

No witnesses will take the stand. The 
only participants will be combatants’ 
lawyers – David Sawyer for Lambert and 
Eric Ridenour for Sylva.

“It will be the two attorneys standing 
up and presenting their arguments of the 
appeal and taking questions from the judg-
es,” Sawyer said.

Where the case goes from there depends 
on the outcome, Sawyer said.

“There is a possibility it could go to the 
Supreme Court, but that depends on what 
they decide and how they do it,” he said.

Either side could appeal to the higher 
court, Sawyer said.

The appellant, Sawyer, will face the 
panel first, Ridenour said.

“They’ll have about 20 minutes, but 
the judges can interrupt and start asking 

Lambert v. 
Sylva goes to 
appeals court

Road construction plans still at 65 percent complete
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By Dave Russell

Utility location has held the N.C. 
Department of Transportation plan to 
reconfigure N.C. 107/U.S. 23 Business 
through Sylva’s business corridor at 65 
percent. The plans reached the 65 percent 
threshold since at least July, but work is 
ongoing.

“We are progressing forward,” said 
Jeanette White, Division 14 senior project 
engineer. “We’ve been working on 65 
percent revisions, revisions, revisions 
for quite a while now. We still don’t have 
any PUEs (permanent utility easements) 
yet, and we basically made a decision to 
move forward with the roadway design 
and get it more finalized.”

The DOT plans to eliminate the center 
turn lane on N.C. 107 in favor of a me-
dian, separating the southbound traffic 
and northbound traffic, with sidewalks 
replaced and a 5-foot bike lane added. 
Upgrades are slated for the N.C. 107/U.S. 
23 Business intersection, and from U.S. 
23 Business to Dillardtown Road and 
Municipal Drive, near the Sylva Fire 
Department.

Construction is expected to start in 
February 2023 and last for three years.

“This week we will reach something 
of a milestone when we reach not quite 
finalized 65 percent plans, but plans that 
can be sent over to the Roadway Design 
Unit for a big review,” she said.

The Roadway Design Unit will review 
the project because of its size and scope, 
White said.

“We have a team of experts in Ra-
leigh who review the plans and produce 
comments,” she said. “It could be minor 
comments, like ‘Move this over,’ or it 
could be ‘Well, what about this or what 
about that?’ and we get some different 

perspective on the project.”
White likened it to writing a novel.
“It’s nice to have someone to go 

through and check your grammar even 
though you feel like you have checked it 
1,000 times,” she said.

That process might take a month or 
two, depending on what kind of feedback 
comes from the committee.

Part of the holdup has been changes 
made to the project, White said.

Some property owners have asked for 
their property to be purchased instead of 
having a wall constructed on their land, 

she said.
“We do a cost/benefit analysis to make 

sure it is beneficial or costs less to not 
install the wall there, and to take the 
property instead,” White said.

If building the wall is cheaper for tax-
payers, that’s what they will do, White 
said.

“We’re always looking out for the 
taxpayer, what the cost to benefit is,” she 
said. “Many have talked to us and realized 
they are getting fair market value rather 
than selling to somebody that might ne-
gotiate a little bit more vigorously.”
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Series of MLK Day events 
to be held across county

Man charged with 
firing on officers in 

Dec. 22 incident
By Beth Lawrence

Police have arrested 
the allegedly suicidal sus-
pect who opened fire on 
two officers in a standoff 
shortly before Christmas.

Jack Garrett III, 35, 
of Sylva, was arrested 
for two felony counts 
of assault with a deadly 
weapon on a government official, four 
misdemeanor counts of resisting a govern-
ment official and one misdemeanor count 
of injury to personal property.

On Dec. 22 at 2:41 p.m., police were 
called to a home on Bradford Lane by a 
person asking for a welfare check.

“The caller told a telecommunicator that 
Garrett had taken a large amount of pain 
pills in an attempt to harm himself,” Police 
Chief Chris Hatton said, shortly after the 
incident.

Sgts. Zack Stiles and Jamie Hyatt 
arrived on scene and determined that a 
person, later identified as Garrett, was 
inside the home. Garrett allegedly refused 
to answer the door. Shortly thereafter, he 
answered the door, but was uncooperative.

“He yelled at the officers and closed the 
door on them,” Hatton said. “He left the 
area where officers could see him.”

Garrett

Lambert

By Beth Lawrence

On Monday, people 
across Jackson County 
will come together to 
honor the legacy of slain 
civil rights leader Martin 
Luther King Jr., and the 
struggle that continues.

The first event is a year-
long film series hosted by 
the Jackson County NAACP. Showings will be held at 
the Lazy Hiker Taproom/Mad Batter Kitchen on West 
Main Street. To commemorate MLK Day, the group 
will screen “Selma” on Sunday at 3 p.m. and 6 p.m. The 
movie recounts the turbulent months of the civil rights 
movement in 1965, leading to the historic march from 
Selma to Montgomery, Alabama. The march led President 
Lyndon Johnson to sign the Voting Rights Act.

“The overarching theme of the film series are films 

that do an accurate presentation of the African American 
experience in the U.S. in the context of historical and 
ongoing civil rights struggles,” NAACP President Enrique 
Gomez said. “We live in a time in which white national-
ism has become ascendant in the U.S., and has regained 
a foothold in the public discourse. In our community we 
want to (illustrate) the historically verifiable damage that 

Events honoring the 
legacy of Martin Luther 
King Jr. will be held in 
Sylva and Cullowhee. 
Service events are also 
scheduled at several 
sites across the county.
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