
High winds from Tropical Strom Zeta crashed into this home on Savannah 
Drive Thursday.

For the Democrats, from left, Peggy Kipp, Thomas Daven-
try-Shea, Wanda Corwin, Clark Corwin and Charles Hill 
worked the tent. 

As Jackson County residents voted Tuesday, the two dominant 
parties kept politicking. Above, County Commission candidate 
Tom Stribling mans the GOP tent at the Cullowhee Rec Center. 

Family left homeless after Zeta’s fury
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Murder trial slated to begin in April

Palmer

By Dave Russell

Jamie Bader and her husband, Ryan, 
have ridden out Category 5 hurricanes 
in Cape Coral, Florida. No problem, 
she said.

Then they moved to the mountains 
and a tropical storm destroyed their 
rental home.

An oak tree last Thursday at about 8:40 
a.m. crashed into the roof of the home the 
Baders share with their seven children 
as Tropical Storm Zeta blew through the 
region. The eye of the storm crossed U.S. 
74/441 between Wilmot and Gateway after 
making landfall in Cocodrie, Louisiana as 
a Category 3 hurricane Wednesday night.

Six of the Baders’ children were in the 
house when the tree fell. 

The parents had just left when 18-year-
old Austin called.

“He was screaming that the house had 
collapsed on them,” Jamie Bader said. “He 
said ‘Mom, the roof just caved in and I 
think a tree fell on us.’ Then the roof started 
collapsing through the whole house and he 
grabbed all the kids and got them out into 
the add-on part of the house.”

No one was injured.
“Luckily, the kids were all in the 

living room, otherwise they would have 
been in their rooms and my 11-year-old 
daughter’s room caved completely in and 
it would have killed her,” Bader said.

Emergency crews from the Sylva fire 
and police departments, Jackson Coun-
ty Emergency Management and Fire 
Marshal Michael Forbis arrived and put 
yellow tape around the house.

They deemed it too unsafe to go inside 
to retrieve anything, she said.

“We understood,” she said. “From 
when it first happened to when we went 
back out there to talk to the news peo-

ple, it had already collapsed even more. 
Michael (Forbis) said it was going to 
collapse even more and we could not take 
the risk of going in and out.”

The family did not have insurance. 
“We just moved in seven weeks ago 

and found out we are expecting and we’d 
put in for quotes for renters insurance,” 

COVID-19 
continues to 

plague county; 
daycare closes

By Dave Russell

Jackson County’s reported COVID-19 
cases increased by 7.96 percent since last 
Tuesday, as the overall trend continues to 
be upward. Last Thursday 36 cases were 
reported to the Jackson County Depart-
ment of Public Health, the fourth-highest 
daily total.

The county currently has 100 people 
isolating due to COVID-19 infection. 
That’s down from 136 last week.

As of 5 p.m. Tuesday, the health depart-
ment reported 1,139 cases among full-time 
residents, an increase of 84 cases from 
1,055 a week earlier.

The county is holding at seven 
deaths. The county has had 258 cases 
per 10,000 residents, according to the 
N.C. Department of Health and Human 
Services.

DHHS on Tuesday reported 280,307 
statewide cases (up from 248,750 last 
week) and 4,457 deaths (up from 4,211 
last week) in the state.

Nationwide, cases numbered 9,268,818 
and deaths 230,893 as of Tuesday, the 
Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion reported.

Western Carolina University’s dash-
board (wcu.edu/coronavirus/reporting.
aspx) reports 36 new cases among students 
and one new employee case the week of 

By Dave Russell

Accused murderer Thomas 
Glenn Palmer Jr. could find 
himself fighting for his life in 
front of a jury of his peers in 
April. He stands accused in the 
shooting death of his stepfa-
ther, Tim Norris, of Panorama 
Trail in Cashiers.

Jury selection in the death 
penalty trial is slated to begin 

during the April 19 
term of Jackson Coun-
ty Superior Court.

Norris, 49 at the 
time, was found dead 
on Feb. 2, 2016, by his 
wife, Tammy Norris, 
in the couple’s bed.

Tammy Norris had 
last seen him sitting in 
his recliner in the liv-
ing room. When she returned 

By Carey Phillips

Republican Tom Stribling won one 
seat on the Jackson County Board of 
Commissioners Tuesday, but the race for 
the other seat is too close to call.

A bond referendum to build an indoor 
pool in Cullowhee passed in a close vote.

Stribling, a small businesses owner, 
excavator and contractor took the District 

3 race. He totaled 11,236 votes (54.2 
percent) to 9,416 votes (45.5 percent) for 
Democrat Susan Bogardus, a dietitian at 
Cherokee Hospital.

Both are political newcomers.
Complete but unofficial returns show 

Stribling won 11 of the county’s 13 pre-
cincts. Bogardus took Cullowhee, and 

home from working an 
overnight shift at High-
lands-Cashiers Hospi-
tal that morning, she 
noticed the back door 
open.

Tim Norris never 
left the door unlocked, 
Tammy Norris later told 
investigators.

She went in to find 
Tim Norris with multiple gun-

shot wounds to the chest and 
abdomen. She called 911 dis-
patchers at 7:34 a.m.

Palmer was in April 2018 
extradited to Jackson Coun-
ty to face criminal charges. 
Palmer had been held in Coffee 
County, Georgia, for two years 
after Norris’ death on charges 
stemming from the 2015 armed 

Cawthorn, Clampitt, Cooper and ???

By Jim Buchanan

Jackson County backed GOP candi-
dates in complete but unofficial results 
from Tuesday’s election.

GOP gubernatorial hopeful Dan 
Forest led incumbent Democratic 
Roy Cooper here by a narrow margin, 
10,438 votes to 10,326. However, Coo-
per had a large enough lead statewide, 

2,803,782 to 2,563,258, to be declared 
the winner of a second term by the 
Associated Press.

With an unknown number of pro-
visional and absentee ballots yet to be 
processed, the races for president and 
U.S. Senate were too close to call.

First-term incumbent Senator Thom 

Stribling wins; Jones, 
Letson in squeaker

GOP has strong showing 
across board in Jackson
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