
For the first time since 1974, the joys of mountain culture shared by young 
and old alike will be missed as Mountain Heritage Day is canceled.
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As signatures increase on dueling 
change.org petitions – one to remove 
Sylva’s Confederate monument and one 
to leave it alone – and the number of 
marchers grows, government officials 
and others have responded to the issue.

Sylva has seen a vigil and two 
marches supporting Black Lives Matter 
following the death of George Floyd 
at the hands of police in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota.

The events have brought the mon-
ument into the public spotlight again.

N.C. House District 119 Rep. Joe Sam 
Queen said the monument is a symbol 
of the region’s past and not a current 
problem, so energy should be redirect-
ed towards solving the real systemic 
inequities and injustices that minority 
citizens face.

“I recognize history is complex and 

Monumental 
issue: Debate 
over statue 

draws varied 
perspectives

Mountain Heritage Day, other WCU 
events on hold due to COVID concerns

Mountain Heritage Day, the annual 
community and campus celebration of 
Southern Appalachian culture presented 
by Western Carolina University since 
1974, will not happen this year.

Organizers said the decision to not hold 
the 2020 festival was a reluctant one, 
made with a forecast by public health 
experts that a second wave of coronavirus 
cases will likely occur this fall. Always 
held on the last Saturday in September, 
Mountain Heritage Day regularly draws 
crowds of 15,000 or more.

“We have to put the community’s 
well-being first,” said Stacy MacGregor, 
event chair and the university’s director 
of marketing and brand. “And we felt it 
was best to make an announcement as 
soon as possible, out of consideration to 
the many musicians, vendors, artisans 
and craftsmen, as well as our guests, who 
make Mountain Heritage Day a success, 
year after year.”

The festival is known for bluegrass, 
old-time and traditional music perfor-
mances throughout the day, a morning 
5K race organized and hosted by students 
in WCU’s sport management program, 
chainsaw and timber sports competitions, 
an antique and classic car and truck show, 
Cherokee stickball games and plenty of 
festival food, along with tractor rides, 
storytelling and sing-alongs.

The festival started as Founders’ Day 
on Oct. 26, 1974, at the inauguration cer-
emony of WCU Chancellor H.F. “Cotton” 
Robinson, and became known as Moun-
tain Heritage Day the following year. The 
festival is renowned for family activities 
and has been named as one of the top 20 
festivals in the Southeast by the Southeast 
Tourism Society.

“Mountain Heritage Day will be back,” 
MacGregor said. “We’ll bring people 
together again in a safe, fun environment 
where the only worry is what to see or 
do next. Perhaps the best way to look at 
it is we now have a head start on the best 
festival yet in 2021.”

Other events typically on the fall se-
mester calendar at WCU are canceled. 

New Student Convocation, which 
provides an introduction to academic 
life for Western’s newest students, 
and Valley Ballyhoo, the university’s 
annual welcome back festival, will 
not be held this fall. New Student 
Convocation may be held via video 
livestream or some other virtual method 
later in the fall. New students will receive 
information online about recognized stu-
dent organizations and other community 
resources, a process used in the past when 

Cawthorn wins GOP 
11th District runoff

By Carey Phillips

Madison Cawthorn rolled to victory 
Tuesday in the runoff primary to determine 
the Republican nominee for the 11th Con-
gressional District seat.

Cawthorn, a Henderson County resident 
who owns a real estate investment compa-
ny, received 30,444 votes, or 65.8 percent, 
across the district.

Lynda Bennett, a Haywood County Re-
altor, totaled 15,806 votes, or 34.2 percent.

Cawthorn advances to face Democrat 

Bennett Cawthorn

Moe Davis, Libertarian Tracey DeBruhl 
and Green Party nominee Tamara Zwinak 
on the Nov. 3 ballot.

Cawthorn will not turn 25, the min-
imum age to serve in Congress, until 
August.

He carried every county in the district 
except Rutherford, even winning in Ben-
nett’s home county.

Cawthorn polled 56.9 percent of the 
vote in Jackson County. He had 832 votes 

Valley Ballyhoo was canceled because 
of weather.

The annual Freshman Run, which sees 
first-year students dash across Bob 
Waters Field in E.J. Whitmire Stadium 
prior to kickoff at the Catamounts’ first 
home football game, also is canceled 
for this fall.

Other events on tap for Family 

usee COVID, 7A

As summer arrives, cases 
of coronavirus here surge
By Dave Russell

Masks, social distancing, 
hand-washing and sanitizer 
will continue to be the 
“new normal” as the 
COVID-19 pan-
demic refuses to go 
away. It’s getting 
stronger across 
the United States, 
North Carolina 
a n d  J a c k s o n 
County.

As of 5 p.m. 
Tuesday, the Jack-
son County Depart-
ment of Public Health 
reported 80 cases of 
full-time residents, and 3,926 
tests reported to the agency. 
The county has had one reported death 
from COVID-19. 

Last Tuesday, the health department 
reported 61 cases of full-time residents 
and 2,156 tests performed.

The county has 18 cases per 10,000 res-
idents, according to the N.C. Department 
of Health and Human Services. DHHS on 
Tuesday reported 54,453 cases and 1,251 
deaths in the state, with 773,828 tests 
conducted. 

Nationwide, cases number 2,302,288 
and deaths 120,333 as of 4 p.m. Tuesday, 
the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention said.

The Jackson County Department of 

Public Health and Jackson County GIS 
Department on Monday launched the 

Jackson County COVID-19 
Data Dashboard. 

The Dashboard, up-
dated each weekday, 
will show:

• Total positive cas-
es.
• Positive cases by 
date reported.
• Positive cases in 
isolation.
• Positive cases by 
age group.

• Positive cases by 
race.

• Positive cases by 
ethnicity.

• Positive cases by gender.
• Total deaths.

• Total tests reported to JCDPH.
New data may be added as it is vetted 

and as reliable data become available.
“We hope that this additional data will 

help our community not only learn more 
about the COVID-19 pandemic in Jackson 
County in general but also make informed 
decisions,” Health Director Shelley Car-
raway said.

Previous data reports shared by JCDPH 
showed positive cases and deaths in full-
time residents, part-time residents and 
non-residents that were tested at a health-
care provider in Jackson County. The new 
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