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By Tanner Hall

Yet another wrinkle in Raleigh has add-
ed a twist to how local leaders might pre-
pare for November’s election and beyond.

N.C. House Bill 19 would allow coun-
ties using decertified voting machines 
to request an extension until December 
2020. Jackson County’s 120 touch-screen 
machines faced extinction in 2013, when 
the N.C. General Assembly passed an edict 
requiring counties to upgrade to equipment 
that produce a paper ballot.

Initially, Jackson and the dozens of oth-
er counties affected faced a Jan. 1, 2018, 
deadline for the upgrade. The legislature 
later extended that deadline to Dec. 1, 
2019.

Here, the switch would cost between 
$750,000 and $1 million.

Local governments are responsible for 
funding election costs, including staff 
salaries and voting equipment, in addition 
to machines. In 2006, the federal Help 
America Vote Act helped Jackson County 
pay for voting equipment. This time, there 
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Protagonist Jack Rose, played by WCU professor Dustin Whitehead, reaches 
out to actor Diana Dominguez, whose character is simply called “Girl.” Rose’s 
encounter with Girl sets up a moral dilemma for him, supplying the film’s plot.

By Tanner Hall

Commissioner Gayle Woody wants 
the message to resonate: “Keep Jackson 
County Clean and Green.”

Woody has partnered with husband-
and-wife team Norma and Mike Clayton 
to prepare an ongoing campaign tar-
geted at littering. They plan to launch 
in August with a series of billboard 
advertisements, followed by efforts to 
engage the county’s student population 
and community centers.

This would lead into a Cleaning 

Coordinated push against littering ready to launch

Indie film ‘Bruiser’ now filming in Jackson
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By Dave Russell

Shooting has begun for a movie fea-
turing a script written just for Jackson 
County, producer Joshua Russell said.

While “Bruiser” lacks the budget 
and name-brand actors of “Three 
Billboards,” the last movie the county 
starred in, don’t sell it short.

“Several actors in the film actually 
have pretty nice resumes, including the 
lead, Dustin Whitehead, who has been 
on multiple shows including ‘Chicago 
Fire’ and ‘Chicago PD,’” Russell said. 

Actor Callan White has been in ‘Chi-
cago Hope,’ ‘LA Law,’ ‘Star Trek: The 
Next Generation’ and more. 

Troy Norton was a regular on 
“Friends.”

“This is largely due to (Western 
Carolina University) faculty member 
Brenda Lilly, whose connections in 
Asheville have provided a stunning slate 
of very accomplished character actors,” 
Russell said. “We have incredible tal-
ent and highly accomplished artists all 
over Western North Carolina. It’s really 
amazing, actually.”

The movie is about a small-time thug, 
a “bruiser” named Jack Rose, who lives 
in the seedy underbelly of America, 
Russell said. 

“His father owns a hotel that is get-
ting foreclosed on, so he takes a human 

trafficking job,” he said. “When he goes 
to do the pickup, he finds out that the 
person being trafficked is a little kid.” 

That sets up a moral crisis for Rose, 
played by Whitehead, and the plot of 
the film. 

“He’s not exactly known for his vir-
tue, and it causes him to deconstruct the 

way he views the world, and in so doing, 
he kind of deconstructs the American 
Dream,” Russell said. “And that’s really 
what the film is about.”

Locations in the county so far include 
a home in Forest Hills, a warehouse on 
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‘Miss Lucy’s Picnic’
returns to 

Webster Sunday

on page 1B

County faces 
expenses and 
deadlines on 
voting system

Up the Mountains event, 
started by the Claytons 
and now held twice 
per year, once in the 
spring and again in 
the fall. Volunteers 
this past spring 
picked up trash 
along 18 differ-
ent roads in Sylva 
and the surround-
ing area, including 
sections of residential 
roads and major high-

ways like U.S. 64 near Cashiers.
The event ,  hosted by 
Jackson County Public 

Works, ran from March 31 
through April 6. Public 
works officials provided 
volunteers with garbage 
bags and safety vests, 
and the Geographic 
Information Systems 

Department created a 
large-scale map to guide 

participants toward roads 
most in need of attention.

The next event will be held sometime 
at the end of September; organizers 
coordinate with the N.C. Department 
of Transportation to hold their cleanups 
alongside the state’s roadside sweeping, 
Woody said.

The inaugural Cleaning Up the Moun-
tains in spring 2018 resulted in an esti-
mated 4,000 pounds of trash removed 
from the environment. The ongoing 
campaign against litter began to take 
shape earlier this year, however, when 
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By Dave Russell

Whoop-e-doos, table tops, pump bumps 
and more are planned for Jackson County 
Greenway as part of the Jackson Kids’ Bike 
Park.

Those mountain biking features dot a 750-
foot bike trail completed last Saturday about 
halfway along the mile-long Greenway. The 

Nantahala chapter of Southern Off Road 
Biking Association (SORBA) organized a 
workday with about 15 volunteers and some 
heavy machinery. 

“It really is a community effort,” Nantaha-
la SORBA Vice President Michael Despeaux 
said. “There’s a lot of synergy within the 
community to get it done.”

Ed Sutton of Trail Dynamics is tackling 

the heavy work, he said. Trail Dynamics, of 
Brevard, built Fire Mountain Trail Systems 
in Cherokee and, also, Western Carolina 
University’s network of biking trails.

“Their time, labor, expertise and equip-
ment would be worth many thousands of dol-
lars if it were not donated,” Despeaux said. 
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Kids’ biking option coming to Greenway


