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Sullivan enters 
no contest plea in

financial fraud 
dealing at G-CRS 

Brandy Lee Sullivan entered a plea of 
no contest Aug. 19 in Jackson County 
Superior Court to the felony charge of 
malfeasance of a corporate officer, District 
Attorney Ashley Welch said.

In a no-contest plea, the defendant does 
not expressly admit his guilt, but waives 
his right to a trial and authorizes the court 
to treat him as if he were guilty of the 
charge.

Superior Court Judge Marvin Pope 
sentenced Sullivan, 52, of Sapphire to a 
suspended sentence of six to 17 months, 
along with 18 months of unsupervised 
probation.

Welch said that Sullivan, while serving 
in June 2017 as chairman of the board of 
directors for Glenville-Cashiers Rescue 
Squad, used agency funds to falsely inflate 
his company’s financial condition.

Sullivan transferred rescue squad funds 
to his company’s bank account to meet 
conditions of the N.C. Licensing Board 
for General Contractors.

Sullivan was seeking an increase from 
the general contractor board in his license 
limitations as a general contractor. He 

needed an unlimited license to enter 
into a $1.9 million building contract 
with the rescue squad to construct a 
new building. 

Sullivan returned the funds to the 
rescue squad six days after the transfer. 
“He used his position to misapply funds 
to perpetrate fraud,” said Andy Buck-
ner, the assistant district attorney who 
prosecuted the case.“The fact that he 
returned the funds to the rescue squad 
does not change the nature of the fraud 
he committed.”

The State Bureau of Investigation led 
the investigation.

Postponed 

Greening Up 

returning to 

Bridge Park 
By Dave Russell

The leaves on the mountainsides are 
closer to falling down than greening up, 
but nonetheless Sylva’s annual Greening 
Up the Mountains festival hits Bridge 
Park Saturday.

The spring festival was postponed this 
year due to the uncertainty of COVID-19 
and will only occupy Bridge Park and not 
close West Main Street. Railroad Avenue 
will be closed.

The park is set to fill up with vendors, 
music, food, craft beer and visitors from 
10 a.m. until 4 p.m. 

Despite the scaled-down event, many 
things will remain the same, festival 
organizer Kendra Hamm said.

Craft beer will return to glasses and 
mugs, she said.

“We’ll have four full-service food 
vendors there, and at least three, maybe 
four, beer vendors,” Hamm said. “We’re 

going to have about 50 vendors total.”
The beer could not be more local, 

coming from Innovation, Balsam Falls 
and Nantahala, with Lazy Hiker also a 
possibility.

“We will have the shuttle service 
running from 9:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. 
from the Jackson County Justice Center 
and Jackson Plaza,” she said. “People are 
required to wear masks on the shuttle, 
and it is a $1 ride.”

The town parking lots will also be 
available.

Organizers request visitors use the lots 

and leave parking along Main and Mill 
for the downtown businesses.

“I would hate for Main Street to get 
clogged up with people who are going to be 
there all day long and there’s no parking for 
the Main Street customers,” Hamm said.

Organizers also request attendees 
observe COVID-19 protocols. Hand 
sanitizing stations will be positioned 
around the grounds.

“We’d like to encourage folks to be 
mindful of cleaning hands and maintain-

By Beth Lawrence

During emergencies and natural 
disasters, people call on first re-
sponders for help, but what happens 
when first responders are hit with a 
catastrophe?

Hopefully, their fellow first re-
sponders step up to the plate. Such 
was the case for several Jackson 
County Sheriff’s Office’s employ-
ees in the aftermath of Tropical 
Storm Fred.

Four employees, two of whom 
were on duty in Jackson County 
during the storm, suffered damage 
to their Haywood County homes 
from flooding and downed trees.

“We’d put on additional person-
nel for Tuesday and Wednesday 
anticipating some damage from 
Tropical Storm Fred,” Sheriff 
Chip Hall said. “Some of those 

impacted were some of 

those who volunteered to come 
in and work. That’s the reason 
they were here and not in Hay-
wood County when the flooding 
occurred.”

When they heard their fellow law 
enforcement officers were in need, 
other members of the Sheriff’s Of-
fice pitched in.

Hall called it “priceless” that his 
employees would come to the aid 
of their coworkers.

“A lot of them participated 
in one way or another either re-
sponding to their homes or their 
locations, helping with repairs 
or clean up,” he said. “Some of 
them have helped financially or 
provided cleaning supplies. I’m 
really proud of how many of 
them just dropped what they were 
doing and offered to help or put 

Delta pushes cases, death 
toll in Jackson higher

By Dave Russell

COVID-19 cases and deaths locally 
and across the globe continue to rise as the 

Delta variant of COVID-19 spreads.
There was some good news on the COVID front 

this week when the U.S. Food and Drug Administration fully 
approved the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine.

The vaccine, like the other two available in the U.S. – Moderna 
and Johnson & Johnson – was granted emergency use authorization, 
meaning it could be used only during the public health emergency.

The approval is expected to increase vaccination and lead 
to more vaccine mandates.

Moderna applied for approval in June. Johnson & Johnson 
has yet to do so.

Jackson County Department of Public Health officials report-
ed they were “very happy to hear the good news about Pfizer 
being fully FDA approved.”

“We have Pfizer available here at the 
health department,” spokeswoman Anna 
Lippard said. “I am optimistic that since 
Pfizer is fully FDA approved more people 
will choose to get vaccinated.”

County death toll at 59
The Sylva Herald confirmed three COVID-19 deaths in 

the county in the last two weeks, bringing the total to 59. The 
N.C. Department of Health and Human Services on Tuesday 
reported 58 deaths. The county had held at 56 since April 20.

The health department received two death reports last week, 
Lippard said. 

“When we receive death reports, our staff must enter that 
into the state system, NC COVID,” she said. “I’m not sure how 
long it will take to reflect that on the state’s dashboard. We have 

Heatherly says 
he’s departing 

Harris Regional 
post as of Oct. 7
By Dave Russell

Harris Regional Hos-
pital in Sylva and Swain 
Community Hospital 
seek a new leader as CEO 
Steve Heatherly moves 
east to take a post with 
Pardee UNC Health Care 
in Hendersonville.

The career change 
means Heatherly moves from 86 beds to 
look after to 222.

Harris staff and the Board of Trustees 
were informed via internal memo.

“It is with mixed emotions that I am 
writing to let you know that I have re-
signed my position at Harris and Swain 
to pursue another opportunity,” he wrote. 
“My last day here will be Oct. 7, 2021, 
and I will continue to work diligently 
in the pursuit of our mission of Making 
Communities Healthier. Jamie Carter, 
LifePoint Eastern Group President, will 
be in touch with everyone soon with more 
details on the transition plan and search for 
my replacement.” 

Heatherly was named to the top post 
at Harris in January, 2013. Then part of 
Medwest, a re-organization moved him 
from chief operating officer at Harris to 
being in charge of the Harris and Swain 
hospitals.

He oversaw the hospitals’ move to 
the Duke LifePoint HealthCare system, 
leaving the WestCare Health System in 

JCSO, SPD band together 
to help brothers in blue

“The chief (Chris Hatton) and his staff have 
been very concerned, very eager and willing 
to help in any way that they can. We’re both 
small agencies and work close together on 
these different shifts. These officers work, eat 
dinner together and back each other up. It’s 
one big law enforcement family.”

— Jackson County Sheriff Chip Hall

Heatherly

Chip Hall


