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Cawthorn offers his view of events of Jan. 6
By Dave Russell
N.C. 11 District 11 Representative
Madison Cawthorn was at the Capitol
while both chambers certified and debated
the Electoral College results from the Nov.
3 election, won by President Joe Biden.
Cawthorn was one of 121 Republican
representatives to object to the certification, based on two months of election
fraud and other claims by then-president
Donald Trump.
Cawthorn was on the House floor Jan.
6, when the insurrection at the Capitol
started, he said last Wednesday.

going on,” he said.
“I was literally debating when
When he finished his speech
it started,” he said. “I was one of
and rolled away from the podium
the people contesting the election.
in his wheelchair, the Sergeant of
I was at a podium and there was
Arms (Paul Irving) came up to the
a Democratic challenger at the
podium, Cawthorn said.
podium on the other side. While
“He said ‘I just want to remind
my opponent was talking I was
you all if there is to be a lockdown
just kind of taking inventory of
procedure right now, the chairs in
the room.”
He noticed the Capitol police Cawthorn this area are bulletproof and there
are gas masks underneath,’” Cawofficers getting “very antsy, very
thorn said. “People started freaking out.
nervous,” he said.
“They started moving around a lot, Most of the Republicans stayed steel calm,
some were pacing and their hands started but a lot of the members on the Democratic
shaking, then I realized something was side started yelling and they were trying

to get out of the room with the Capitol
Police saying ‘No, this is the safest place
we have.’”
Then debate carried on.

No invitation to rioters
Detractors point to a tweet Cawthorn
issued at about that time as an incitement
to violence.
“I’m fighting a battle for our Constitution on the House floor with other patriots,” he tweeted. “The battle is on the
usee Cawthorn, 5A

Dillsboro bridge
could see early
opening

COVID-19
spread is
slowing, but
two schools
are affected
By Dave Russell
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The N.C. Department of Health
and Human Services COVID-19
Dashboard shows a slowing of
COVID-19 spread in Jackson County as the post-holiday surge wanes.
Cases increased in Jackson County by 4.5 percent since last Tuesday.
As of 5 p.m. Tuesday, DHHS
reported 2,767 total cases among
county residents, an increase of 119
cases from 2,648 a week earlier.
The county has had 630 cases per
10,000 residents, up from 603 last
week. According to the DHHS dashboard, Jackson County has a testing
positivity rate of 14.9 percent.
DHHS on Tuesday reported
684,497 statewide cases (up from
635,975 last week) and 8,139 total
deaths (up from 7,638 last week) in
the state.
Nationwide, cases numbered
23,839,868 (up from 22,522,749 last
week) and deaths 396,442 (up from
375,124) as of Tuesday, the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention
reported.

Two schools go remote
The Jackson County Public
Schools dashboard (jcpsnc.org/
covid) tracks positive cases among
staff and students. There have been
75 student cases, with nine active as
of Wednesday morning. The active
cases are at Fairview Elementary
School (one), Smoky Mountain
High School (three), Cullowhee
Valley Elementary School (three)
and Smokey Mountain Elementary
School (one). There are 13 active
staff cases. Most are at CVS (six)
and FES (five).
Classes at Cullowhee Valley
usee COVID-19, 5A

A Bidwell 4800 concrete paver spans the Haywood Road bridge in Dillsboro. Workers have begun pouring concrete
for the new bridge, and the Bidwell consolidates and smooths it, Site Superintendent Shawn Ryder said. The bridge
might open as early as March, according to NCDOT Assistant Resident Engineer Kenny McCourt.

Jarrett House has an owner and a future
By Dave Russell
The two-month bidding war for the
Jarrett House ended in victory for former
Whittier resident Chris Ellsworth.
The “For Sale” sign is gone from the
136-year-old Dillsboro inn and adjoining
Coach’s Restaurant. The two initially sold
for $120,000 at an auction on the Justice
Center front sidewalk Oct. 26. Ellsworth,
who lives in Marietta, Georgia, did not
bid that day, relying on the upset bidding
process to secure the property.
He and Mohamed Darar of Morrisville
were the final two bidders, with Ellsworth
putting down $300,000 for the property
Dec. 23. Farar had 10 days to respond with
a bid of $315,000, but waved a white flag
instead.
Ellsworth is a 1991 Smoky Mountain
High School graduate. He would restore
the property to its “past glory,” he said.
“I have to figure out what the next steps
are,” he said. “I’ve never bought one like
this before.”
He has experience, though.
“I buy broken, dilapidated buildings and
rebuild them,” he said. “My most recent
project was a 188-unit apartment complex
in Huntsville, Alabama. We just bought 25
commercial condos near Athens, Georgia,
near the University of Georgia that are in
rough shape and in need of love. I look for
value-added opportunities where I can use
my experience to put buildings back together and get some new life out of them.”
The future of the property is not etched
in stone, but Ellsworth used the word “extravagant” in describing potential plans.
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Smoky Mountain High graduate Chris Ellsworth vows to restore the iconic Jarrett
House to its former glory.
A restaurant would be part of it, he said.
“I got a great deal, which allows me
the opportunity to invest more in it,”
Ellsworth said. “Ultimately, being able to
do something that is an attraction to men
and women, making the place a bit more
comfortable, making people want to stay
there instead of visiting for an hour just to
grab some food.”
Shoring up the building’s foundation
would be a first step, he said.
“The key is to just figure out what the

structural challenges are and what needs
to be addressed,” Ellsworth said. “Once
I have a level building that is strong and
structurally sound, then I think my options
will be pretty open. The whole place needs
a facelift, that’s for certain.”
House has been missed
The closing of the Jarrett House left a
“big hole in Dillsboro,” town Clerk Debbie
usee Jarrett, 5A

In like a

Lion
History, 8A
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