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Dillsboro to 
host art, 

music festival
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Work on trails at the new 441-acre addition to Pinnacle Park should begin this 
summer.

By Dave Russell

Sylva’s outdoor playground, 
Pinnacle Park, grew by 441 acres 
this year and work should begin in 
August to get it ready for people 
to play. 

Town and county leaders voted 
in February to put money towards 
purchasing the Blackrock tract, 
which borders Pinnacle to the south 
and extends down the ridgeline 
towards U.S. 19, Wolfetown Road.

The property was purchased 
from America’s HomePlace, a cus-
tom home-building company head-
quartered in Gainesville, Georgia, 
for $2.1 million.

The Clean Water Management 
Trust Fund awarded in November 
a $1 million grant for the project. 
Local government contributed 
$500,000 ($250,000 from each the 
county and town). Additionally, 
the Conservation Fund has raised 
$584,000 in private donations.

Officials will work with Frank-
lin-based nonprofit Mainspring 
Conservation Trust to establish an 
easement to protect the property in 
perpetuity.

The town’s 2019-2020 budget 
set aside $10,000 for work on trails 
and signs on the property, which 
could start in late summer, Sylva 
Manager Paige Dowling said. 

Pinnacle Park addition 
trail work set to begin

By Tanner Hall

Administrators at Western Carolina 
University say a budget impasse at the 
state level could delay funding for two key 
initiatives: NC Promise and replacement 
of the campus steam plant.

WCU Board of Trustees members dis-
cussed last week the likelihood of budget 
gridlock in Raleigh and the impact it could 
have locally. State officials in both the 
House and Senate have included neces-
sary dollars to keep afloat the university’s 
low-cost tuition plan and fix its aging 
steam plant; however, Meredith Whitfield, 
director of external relations for WCU, 
told trustees a veto from Gov. Roy Cooper 
would put everything on hold.

“We are assuming the governor will 
veto,” Whitfield said last Thursday. “(Leg-
islators) do not have enough votes – that 
we see – for them to overturn that veto, 
so then we will go into a state of ‘who 
knows what.’”

Trustee member Casey Cooper asked 
if the veto is related at all to Medicaid 
expansion.

“It is, and I think the legislature at 
this point has no plans of including it,” 
Whitfield responded. “If they don’t 

Property owners should 
know impact in October

Business 
corridor 

plans are 
advancing

By Dave Russell

Property owners along the U.S. 23 Busi-
ness/N.C. 107 commercial corridor affected by 
the reconfiguration of the roads should know 
in October what the impact to their property 
would be.

Beginning in 2023, the N.C. Department of 
Transportation plans for three years of road 
construction along N.C. 107 and a portion of 
U.S. 23 Business, including the intersection of 
Sylva’s two key highways. 

DOT plans to eliminate the center turn 
lane on N.C. 107 in favor of a 17.5-foot grass 
median. This would separate the two lanes of 
southbound traffic from two lanes of north-
bound traffic, with sidewalks replaced and a 
5-foot bike lane added.

Upgrades are slated for the N.C. 107/U.S. 
23 Business intersection, and from U.S. 23 
Business to Dillardtown Road and Municipal 
Drive, near the Sylva Fire Department. 

David Uchiyama, DOT communications 
officer, said plans for the project are currently 
60 percent complete. They should be 75 percent 
complete by October.

usee N.C. 107, 7A

Plans for construction along the U.S. 23 Business/N.C. 107 corridor are 60 percent complete, and 
should be 75 percent complete by October.
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“It’s being surveyed right 
now. After the Conservation 
Fund and Mainspring submit 
the final closing documents to 
the Clean Water Management 
Trust Fund, it will probably be 
August before we start work-

ing on it.”
— Paige Dowling, Sylva manager


