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Health Department staff prepare for drive-thru testing at The Hermitage Assisted Living
& Memory Care. One employee at the facility
tested positive for COVID-19. Tests showed no
further spread among residents or staff of The
Hermitage. Health Department staff, from left:
Julie Creason (background), Melissa McKnight,
Devon Allison and Briea Parris.
DONATED PHOTO

Rescue squad
member dies
during search
at Whitewater
By Dave Russell
and Carey Phillips
Eldon Jamison, a long-time member of
the Glenville-Cashiers Rescue Squad, fell
to his death Tuesday during a search and
rescue operation at Whitewater Falls.
Rescuers were searching for 24-year-old
Chandler Manuel of Rockwell in Rowan
County, who fell into the
pool at the bottom of the
falls Monday and was still
missing as of Wednesday
morning.
Jackson County Emergency Management received a call from Transylvania County at around
Manuel
9 p.m. Monday about a
person who had fallen into the water at the
base of the 411-foot falls.
The Glenville-Cashiers Rescue Squad
and other first responders searched for
Manuel until thunderstorms moved into
the area at about 1 a.m.
Due to safety concerns resulting from
the weather and difficult terrain, the search
was temporarily suspended, according to
a release from Jackson County officials.
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Harris aiming
to open to a
‘new normal’

Jackson
records
first death
By Dave Russell
Jackson County on Monday reported its first death from
COVID-19. The individual was over the age of 65 and had underlying health conditions, the Jackson County Department of
Public Health said in a statement. The health department would
not release any more information, they said.
“We offer our deepest condolences to the family and loved
ones of this individual,” Health Director Shelley Carraway said.
“We also want to reiterate the importance of staying home to slow
the spread of COVID-19. Everyone, whether you are a full-time
resident, part-time resident, or otherwise, should be staying home
as much as possible and continuing to practice social distancing
when you must go out.”
As of Tuesday, the JCDPH reported 20 cases of full-time
residents, two cases in part-time residents and 905 tests performed. There were 19 positive tests reported among out-ofcounty residents who were tested here.
The N.C. Department of Health and Human Services on
Tuesday reported 12,256 cases and 452 deaths in the state,
with 151,800 tests conducted. The virus is present in 99 of
North Carolina’s 100 counties, with Avery County the lone holdout.
Nationwide, cases number 1,171,510 and deaths 68,279 as of 4
p.m. Tuesday, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said.
The health department has increased COVID-19 testing because the turnaround time from labs has improved, which has
led to the increase in positive case numbers, Carraway said.

WCU outbreak
An outbreak of COVID-19 has popped up on a construction
site on the Western Carolina University campus.
The exact number of cases at the Tom Apodaca Science Building
is unknown, but approximately 229 workers have been on the site,
WCU spokesman Bill Studenc said.
“To help get a clearer picture of how many positive cases are truly
affiliated to the construction site, we have been working with our
partners at N.C. Department of Health and Human Services to have
this event classified as an outbreak in the North Carolina Electronic
Disease Surveillance System,” Jackson County Department of Pubusee Virus, 5A

By Dave Russell
Harris Regional Hospital hopes to regain a sense of normalcy soon and open
its doors for its full range of care.
Harris made the decision to postpone
elective and non-urgent procedures, when
deemed clinically appropriate, on March
20.
They took the measures to conserve
essential personal protective equipment
(PPE), hospital and ICU beds, supplies
and other resources, according to Sara
Crawford, Harris director of marketing
and communications.
“It also ensures we will have all necessary personnel available to support our
sickest patients,” she said.
The hospital was forced to make some
staff adjustments.
“Like all hospitals, in addition to fighting COVID-19 on the front lines of patient
care, we have to manage the business impact we are experiencing due to significant
decreases in volume and the utilization of
services,” Crawford said.
Harris placed some staff on temporary
leave with partial pay equaling 25 percent
of their salary for their time on leave, she
said.
Employees on leave continue to be
enrolled in benefits.
“We also have been adjusting the hours
of our staff to align to the volume and acu-

Signs placed to honor Smoky Mountain seniors
By Dave Russell
COVID-19 might have ruined the
spring rituals of walking across the
stage and pinning corsages on prom
dates, but Smoky Mountain High
School seniors are getting recognition nonetheless. Signs bearing each
graduating senior’s name line N.C.
107 in front of the school, a surprise
for the students.
“We have 200 seniors, and have
had a yard sign made for each of
them,” School Counselor Paige
Jeleniewski said. “We just want to
promote these students’ wonderful
accomplishments and help spread
positivity during these uncertain
times.”
Smoky Mountain High School
senior Kat Morgan and her parents,
Neal and Sylvia of Webster, turned
out Monday to place the signs.
The Morgans were the catalyst
behind the signs, and other parents
jumped in, Jeleniewski said.
“They wanted to do something
special for their daughter so they
usee SMHS, 5A
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Volunteers placed about 200 signs bearing the names of Smoky Mountain High
School 2020 graduates. From left are, SMHS parent Marybeth Druzbick, SMHS senior Kat Morgan, SMHS administrative assistant Sylvia Morgan, SMHS counselor
Stacy Macke, SMHS parent Neal Morgan and SMHS counselor Paige Jeleniewski.
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