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Former football coach focus of allegations

Drowning victim remembered as athlete, family man
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Unto These Hills 
begins season

see page 1B

Memorial 
Day event 
honors the 
fallen heroes
Tom Baker speaks to the crowd 
at the William E. Dillard Ameri-
can Legion Post’s Memorial Day 
Observance on Monday. Baker, a 
Vietnam veteran, was the keynote 
speaker at the event at the Court-
house fountain. Memorial Day is 
set aside to remember those who 
have fallen in war. Stories of its 
origins vary, but in 1966 the fed-
eral government named Waterloo, 
New York, as the birthplace of 
Memorial Day. It was recognized 
as a federal holiday in 1971.
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By Dave Russell

A former Western Carolina University 
student drowned at the Pines Recreation 
Area at Lake Glenville shortly after 7 p.m. 
Sunday. 

Marquise Maurice Dukes, 21, of Harmo-
ny, in Iredell County, called for help before 
disappearing under water after jumping off 
a fishing pier, according to Jackson County 
Sheriff’s Office. 

A witness swam to where Dukes went 

under the water, but was unable to 
bring him to shore.

At 11:42 p.m., rescue divers 
from Henderson County Rescue 
Squad found Dukes’ body in wa-
ter between 12- and 18-feet deep 
and about 15-20 yards offshore, 
according to Jackson County 
Emergency Services Director Todd 
Dillard.

“They brought some very high 
tech equipment in, and they were 

able to find the victim quickly,” 
he said. “We’d used sonar on the 
Sheriff’s Office and N.C. Wildlife 
boats, so we had a general idea 
where the body was.”

Jackson County has a small 
diving team, but they were un-
available, because members were 
out of town, Dillard said.

Dukes’ sister, Zari Hancock of 
Statesville, described her brother 
as family oriented.

By Dave Russell and Carey Phillips

A Jackson County Early College teacher is being investigated for re-
ported sexual activity with a student.

Dale Galloway, 49, a former head football coach at Smoky Mountain 
High School, allegedly engaged in a relationship, both physical and through 
social media, with a female student at the school.

As a matter of policy, The Sylva Herald does not typically identify 
victims or alleged victims in connection with sexual crimes.

Galloway has resigned from the school system and surrendered his 
teaching license. As of Wednesday, he had not been criminally charged. 
The school system released a public statement late last week about the 
allegations, naming Galloway.

Search warrants on file at the Jackson County Clerk of Court’s Office, 
issued in mid-April, state School Superintendent Kim Elliott called the 
Sheriff’s Office on April 17 to file a report about the al-
legations.

During a call with Detective Tanya Dula, Elliott put 
Jackson County Early College counselor Matt Kirby, 43, on 
the phone, according to court documents. Kirby told Dula 
a student informed him earlier in the school year about 
exchanges between her and Galloway that were “pushing 
the boundary” of inappropriate, the document states.

Near spring break, March 11-15, the student reportedly 
told Kirby she sent “sexting” photos to Galloway, during a 
March 6-10 field trip to New York, court documents state.

Sexting is sending sexually explicit photographs or messages via mobile 
phone. The student showed Kirby her phone and Galloway’s response to 
her messages, which Kirby paraphrased to Dula as, “My brain is mush but 
everything else is hard,” according to court documents.

Neither Galloway nor Kirby responded to requests for comment.
The student turned 18 years old in the spring. School personnel engaging 

in sexual activity with a student four years their junior is a Class G felony 

“He loved music and was always singing 
or rapping something goofy,” she said.

Hancock said Dukes ran track and had 
aspirations to make a career of football. He 
had three brothers in addition to his sister. 

“I just want everybody to know what a 
good person he was,” Hancock said. “I’ve 
never met anybody who had anything bad 
to say about him. He was the most genuine, 
loving, caring person I have ever met.”

Jackson teacher investigated for 
sexual activity with student

Galloway


