
By Quintin Ellison

At about midnight Saturday, Fabian 
Herevia slung a bag of trash into a bonfire 
blazing outside a friend’s house on Timber 
Leaf Drive in the Savannah community.

He might as well have tossed in a grenade.
Residents of nearby Savannah Creek RV 

Resort described the bang that followed as 
a “huge explosion.”

“It rocked the entire resort,” a caller told 
a 911 dispatcher.

The bonfire’s flames blasted into Herevia, 
who stood only a few feet from the blaze. 
The explosion knocked him to the ground. 
His clothes caught fire. The 26-year-old 
suffered second-degree burns across 45- to 
50-percent of his body.

“He was just hanging out with friends,” 
Herevia’s wife, Chanda Herevia, 23, said 
Monday. “It was a freak accident.”

The blast’s trigger remains a mystery.
“We never did determine exactly what 

happened,” Savannah Fire Chief Darrell 
Woodard said Tuesday. “They had been 
working on motorcycles and cleaning the 
parts. It could have been a can of brake 
cleaner or something. Basically, it shredded 
his pants” 

After the explosion, a second 911 caller 
told the dispatcher Herevia was on the 
ground, still conscious. “But he’s out of it,” 
she said. “We need an ambulance here like 
as soon as we can, please.”

Emergency responders transported Her-
evia by ambulance to Mission Hospital in 
Asheville. From there, he went to Augusta, 

Blast injuries: 
second-degree 
burns, ruptured 

eardrums
Explosion occurred after man 

threw trash into bonfire
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Hands On a success

More than 200 volunteers participated in the second annual Hands on 
Jackson event on Oct. 3. House sponsors included Lowes, Duke Energy, 
Jackson Paper, Balsam Mountain Preserve, Harrah’s Cherokee Casino 
Resort. Hammer sponsors included AmeriHealth Caritas, Harris Regional 
and Stanberry Insurance. Turn to page 10A for more sponsors and photos 
from the day of service.

Aja Makalo stands for sentencing Oct. 2 as her lawyer, Joe Bowman 
of Asheville, rests a hand on her shoulder. 
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Domestic violence: Why do 
victims stay with abusive partners?

Reason are often myriad and complex

By Beth Lawrence

Leaving a bad relationship can be hard; 
it is more complex and sometimes danger-
ous when one person in the relationship is 
physically or emotionally abusive.

The reasons victims remain in abusive 
relationships are manifold and complicat-
ed, according to representatives for Center 
for Domestic Peace and REACH.

“Some victims will draw a line immedi-
ately and say, ‘No more. This isn’t going 
to happen to me.’ They seek resources; 
they make a plan, and they execute it,” 
Bob Cochran with CPD said. “Others 
have many more reasons why it’s difficult. 
Every situation is different.”

Leaving is not as easy as walking out 
the door; victims face pressures and con-
siderations from many directions that play 
into their decision to stay, said Andy Hall, 
victim advocate for REACH of Macon 
County. 

“People don’t understand how many 
layers are in that relationship,” Hall said. 
“It’s a variety of reasons. We’re talking 
about somebody that has been (living) 
under fear, under threat of their survival. 
It (could be) their children, emotional and 
psychological, family expectations. It’s 
not that simple when you ask somebody, 
‘Why do you stay?’”

One reason survivors cite for staying is 
love, said Cochran, who has had contact 
with survivors in his years as a social 
worker.

“Often times it’s because they’re in 
love, even though this guy is bad to 
them and abusive,” he said. “Sometimes, 
they’ve grown up in environments where 
this is the model that they are familiar 
with. They may have had a mother that 
was in a domestic violence situation, and 
for them it’s not unfamiliar, and they love 
this fellow.”

The victim tries to hold on to the plans 
she or he had for the relationship and tries 
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WCU murder case: 
1 of 2 suspects admits
role in student death

By Quintin Ellison

Aja Makalo pleaded guilty Oct. 2 in a Jackson Coun-
ty courtroom to the murder two years ago of Jacob Ray, 
her fellow student at Western Carolina University.

She abandoned plans of claiming self defense 
under the state’s so-called “stand your ground” law. 
Superior Court Judge Brad Letts had set aside time 
last week to hear arguments for and against immunity 
from prosecution.

Citizens in this state have the right to defend them-
selves from imminent threats of death or great bodily 
harm in their homes, vehicles or at workplaces. There 
is no duty to retreat.

District Attorney Ashley Welch’s office, with the 
family’s OK, in court announced a plea agreement 
had been reached.

The judge then sentenced Makalo, who is from 
Charlotte, on charges of second-degree murder, kid-
napping and robbery. Letts said the 21 year old would 
serve a minimum of 20 years to a maximum of 25 
years in prison. If convicted of first-degree murder, 
Makalo risked spending the rest of her life in prison 
without the possibility of parole.

“There is a God, and you will stand in front of him,” 
said Beth Ray of Hendersonville, the victim’s mother. 

usee Makalo, 7A


