
By Dave Russell

District Attorney Ash-
ley Welch has cleared the 
Jackson County Detention 
Center of wrongdoing in 
the Jan. 16 suicide of in-
mate Melissa Middleton 
Rice, 49, of Cashiers.

A Tuesday news release 
from Welch’s office lays 
out an official version of the case, conclud-
ing: “There is no evidence of culpable neg-
ligence or omissions by law enforcement 
and there is insufficient evidence to show 
any officer failed to perform a duty of his 
or her office.”

Jackson County Sheriff Chip Hall re-
ceived the news Tuesday.

“It’s what I expected,” he said.
Law enforcement officers charged Rice 

on Jan. 16 with numerous criminal charges, 
including simple assault; possession of 
stolen motor vehicle; larceny of motor 
vehicle; resisting public officer; assault 
on a government official; burning person-
al property; domestic criminal trespass; 
breaking and/or entering.

She used a telephone cord to hang her-
self and was found unresponsive in the 
bond room, Hall said. 

“Detention staff provided medical at-
tention while awaiting the arrival of Har-
ris EMS and Sylva first responders,” the 
Sheriff’s Office said in a January statement.

Rice died at Memorial Mission Hospital 
in Asheville.

The District Attorney’s Office stated that 
“... careful review of the evidence shows 
that law enforcement officers at the Jack-
son County detention facility conducted 
checks on Ms. Rice as required by North 
Carolina law.”

The Jackson County Sheriff’s Office 
transported Rice to Harris Regional Hospi-
tal for an evaluation, where a doctor deter-
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State officials inspected the site of an apartment development in Cullowhee 
Monday, finding “additional sediment has migrated off the site and was doc-
umented in surface waters.’’

A cyclist on Tuesday wheels by speed-reduction signs posted along South River Road.
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By Tanner Hall

Waterways in Jackson County “run-
ning red” with silt thanks to construction 
isn’t just hyperbole.

Following a period of heavy rain this 
past weekend, residents in Jackson and 
Swain counties complained the Tucka-
seigee River appeared similar in color 
to a blood orange.

Now, the state is considering addi-
tional violations for a developer building 
apartments in Cullowhee.

The project is part of a public-private 
partnership between Western Carolina 
University and Wilmington-based Zim-
mer Development Co.

State officials inspected the site on 
Monday and discovered more sediment 
runoff from the site, according to N.C. 
Department of Environmental Quality 
Specialist Tim Fox. “It’s not at all sta-
ble,” he said.

Zimmer Development Co. received 
violations last month for water-quality 
stream standards under the N.C. Sed-
imentation Pollution Control Act and 
for its construction stormwater permit. 
The company is building a 500-bed 
apartment complex for WCU.

The property is part of the university’s 
Millennial Campus off Killian Road. In 
response to reports of sediment-release 
concerns, officials during a June 11 
inspection recorded “land-disturbing 

activity of about 19.1 acres” and mea-
sured up to a foot of sediment deposited 
into an unnamed tributary, leading into 
Long Branch.

Long Branch flows into Cullowhee 
Creek, and from there, the Tuckaseigee 
River with its state-declared Mountain 
Heritage Trout Waters.

The state sent notices to the firm and 
to WCU on June 17 and 19. Zimmer 

Development was required to implement 
a series of corrective measures, such as 
coordination with the N.C. Division of 
Energy, Mineral and Land Resources to 
stabilize the size, submitting to the state 
documentation describing and quantify-
ing environmental impacts, and removal 
of sediment from nearby streams as part 
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By Dave Russell

They’re not as witty as the old Burma Shave signs, but signs 
popping up along South River Road have an equally clear mes-
sage: slow down.

Behind them, the Citizens for River Road Safety has formed, 
searching for ways to improve safety on South and North River 
roads.

They’ve talked to law enforcement. They’ve tracked drivers 
using radar and compiled their speed findings. They’ve talked 
to leaders with both the N.C. Department of Transportation and 
Western Carolina University. They’ve gathered almost 100 sig-
natures on a petition.

And Tuesday was not their first appearance before the Jackson 
County Board of Commissioners, when three members of the 
group spoke out about their speeding concerns.

Webster resident Pam Krauss told the board the group pur-
chased a radar gun to measure the speed of vehicles in a 40 mph 
zone on South River Road.

“We made five speed observations by various residents, each 
about an hour,” she said. “Speeding occurs by all kinds of vehicles 
– passenger cars, commercial vehicles, dump trucks. It occurs at 
all different times of the day. In extreme cases, more than 15 mph 
over the speed limit.”

Krauss said the number of dump trucks on the narrow roads is 

RESIDENTS DECRY SPEEDING

Dump trucks called ‘intimidating’
on both South, North River roads

By Dave Russell

The Tuesday, Nov. 5, gen-
eral election could bring one 
new mayor and new council 
members to three of the 
county’s four towns. The 
filing period opened July 5, 
and closes at noon Friday.

The mayors seat in For-
est Hills is open this year. 
Current Mayor Kolleen 
Begley said it’s someone 
else’s turn to step up, and 
she does not intend to run. No 
candidates had filed to run 
as of press time Tuesday 
afternoon, according to 
the website of the State 
Board of Elections.

Three municipal-
ities have openings for seats on the 
town boards.

The terms of Sylva board members 
Harold Hensley, David Nestler and 
Greg McPherson are expiring, but 
Hensley is not running again. His 


