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Domestic violence: What 
defines it and where to get help

By Beth Lawrence

Domestic violence is not only 
beatings; it takes many forms and 
occurs in all socioeconomic class-
es, at all educational ranks and can 
happen to anyone.

“We’ve seen it at different lev-
els; it’s not just your poor commu-
nities,” said Lt. Detective Aimee 
Watson of Sylva Police Depart-
ment. “I don’t think domestic 
violence cares what your income 
is or what race you are or any of 
that; men can be victims just as 
well as women. It can happen in 
all circumstances. It doesn’t dis-
criminate.”

According to chapter 50 B of 
state statutes, domestic violence 
can consist of causing or attempt-
ing to cause bodily injury, threats, 
placing a victim or their family in fear of “imminent 
or serious bodily injury”, or causing or attempting to 
cause “serious” emotional distress.

“Abusers do not always show signs of abusive 
or controlling behaviors early on, many times con-
trolling or abusive behaviors appear as the relation-

ship advances ... In every instance 
of intimate partner violence, the 
abuser acts to maintain ‘power and 
control over their partner,’” Crystal 
Justice, chief marketing officer of 
the National Domestic Violence 
Hotline said.

Abuse can manifest as beatings, 
shoving, and other acts of physical 
aggression or emotional manipula-
tion. It can take on other forms such 
as control of the victim’s daily life 
and or finances.

Cases of physical violence can 
often be exacerbated by drug or 
alcohol abuse, Watson said.

When officers respond to a call 
where spousal abuse is alleged they, 
treat it much like any other crime 
examining the scene – including 
physical signs on the victim and 
taking statements from witnesses 
and involved parties, Watson said.

“Domestic violence calls are one 
of the most dangerous calls any officer can go on,” 
Watson said. 

Not only is the victim at risk, any officer seen as 
interfering could be at risk as well.

“You have two officers respond,” Watson said. 

By Dave Russell

An early morning attack of acid re-
flux and a walk to the bathroom to get 
Alka-Seltzer might have saved the lives 
of two Sylva residents last Friday. 

Shelly Vogler, 41, of Pump Mountain 
Road, was seeking relief from the acid 
reflux that woke her when she saw an 
orange glow coming from the hall of her 
home near the north end of Cope Creek 
Road.

“As I walked down the hall, I thought, 
‘What is that crazy glow?’” Vogler said. 
“I don’t know why I opened the door. 
There was a loud roar, and my porch 
was completely engulfed, but the fire had 
not come in the house yet,” she said. “I 
slammed the door, and behind me a fire 
alarm went off. I grabbed my son and my 
phone and we ran out.”

Her son, Josiah Vogler, 15, a sopho-
more at Smoky Mountain High School, 
was in the house.

“I just kept screaming and screaming 
until my neighbors woke up, and then I 
sat there for three hours and watched my 
house burn down to the ground,” she said.

The house is a total loss, as is the 2012 

Sylva family 
shaken but 
grateful after  
losing home 
in inferno

Legionnaires’ disease cases reported in Jackson
Incidents connected with Mountain State Fair

A Pump Mountain Road home is a total loss following a fire last week. Shelly 
Vogler, 41, said some items miraculously survived the conflagration, such as the 
hand-carved wooden box containing the ashes of her late father, Michael “Bear” 
Garvin, on the living room mantel.
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How do I know if 
my partner is abusive?

National Domestic Violence Hotline lists the 
following behaviors as abusive:

• Micromanages you or tells you that you can’t
  do anything right.

• Insults, name calls or belittles you.

• Expresses unreasonable jealousy of your friends
   and your personal time and attempts to keep you
  away from friends or family members.

• Controls all household finances, takes your
   money, or refuses to provide money for expenses.

• Looks at you menacingly or exhibits threatening 
  behaviors.

• Won’t let you make your own decisions.
• Criticizes your parenting skills, threatens to hurt 
  your children or take them away.

• Will not allow you to work or attend school.

• Breaks your property or threatens to injure or 
  kill your pets.

• Intimidates you with weapons.

• Coerces you into sex when you don’t want it 
  or makes you commit sex acts you are not 
  comfortable with.

• Compels you to take drugs or use alcohol.

By Quintin Ellison

A motorist hit a Western Carolina 
University student Monday in down-
town Sylva as she crossed West Main 
Street on a crosswalk near Innovation 
Brewing Co.

Julia Brodeur, 21, suffered visible 
bumps and scrapes, including on her 
face. Emergency responders transported 
the Southern Shores resident by ambu-
lance to Harris Regional Hospital. Tues-
day, Sylva Police Chief Chris Hatton said 
Brodeur was treated and released.

Sylva’s latest crosswalk mishap prom-
ises to rekindle town leaders’ ongoing 
conversation about how to make down-
town safer for people on foot.

Within a 12-month span, from October 
2017 to October 2018, motorists hit three 
pedestrians in three separate accidents. 
One person was struck in the same West 
Main Street crosswalk as Brodeur. In the 
other two incidents, motorists struck a 
pedestrian at the intersection of Main 

By Dave Russell

The Jackson County Department of 
Public Health is reporting five cases of Le-
gionnaires’ disease, connected with about 
100 contracted through the Mountain State 
Fair in Fletcher. 

Three of the cases involve Jackson 

gionnaires’ disease appear anywhere from 
two to 14 days after exposure. 

Legionnaires’ disease is pneumonia 
caused by Legionella bacteria and is 
very similar to other types of pneumonia. 
Symptoms include cough, shortness of 

County residents and two are from out 
of the county, but tested as positive in 
Jackson.

Local health officials don’t know 
whether to anticipate additional cases of 
Legionnaires’ disease, Deputy Health 
Director Melissa McKnight said. The fair 
ran from Sept. 6-15 and symptoms of Le-

Kia Soul that was in the garage.
“I went to Walmart at 4 a.m. with a 

little nightie on,” she said. “I just didn’t 
care. I needed something to wear other 
than that.”

The American Red Cross arrived later 
that morning and gave the family money 
for emergency needs, she said.

She is staying with friends and seeking 
a rental property.

Vogler had insurance on the house and 
is planning to rebuild in the same spot. 
She worries about driving up the hill in 

the future and visualizing the house on 
fire, she said.

“I’m just in a whirlwind of shock,” 
Vogler said. “It’s like your whole identity 
is gone. I don’t even have a bow to put 
my hair up, or a hairbrush. People ask 
me, ‘What do you need?’ and I’m like, 
‘I don’t even have a tube of ChapStick.’”

In spite of it all, Vogler said she feels 
the presence of guardian angels.

“There have been some really wild 

Signs of physical abuse:

• Hair pulling, shoving, 
  punching, slapping, kicking, 
  biting or choking you.

• Interfering with your ability 
  to eat or sleep.

• Injuring you with weapons.

• Keeping you from calling 
  police or seeing a doctor.

• Hurting your children.

• Deserting you in 
  unfamiliar places.

• Driving recklessly or 
  dangerously with you 
  as a means to instill fear.

• Coercing you to use drugs 
  or alcohol, especially if you 
  have a previous substance 
  abuse problem.
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