
By Beth Lawrence

A Whittier man is in jail on follow-
ing a domestic dispute that turned 
deadly last week and could face 
murder charges following the 
death of his victim.

Billy Jack Hicks, 48, of Union 
Hill Road, was arrested for assault 
with a deadly weapon with intent 
to kill inflicting serious injury for 

allegedly shooting his wife, Dan-
ielle Brady Hicks, 34.

The Jackson County Sheriff’s Of-
fice believes Hicks shot his wife in the 
head with a 9 mm handgun, but have 

released few details surrounding the attack.
Jackson County 911 operators took a call on Oct. 5 

alerting them to an unresponsive person on a roadside 
in Whittier.

“Deputies were dispatched to a scene on Union Hill 
Road where a female was lying unresponsive on the 
shoulder of the road, and a male was trying to load the 
female into the vehicle,” Major Shannon Queen said.

The shooting happened at about 2428 Union Hill 
Road, he said.

Deputies en route were updated that a bystander had 
helped place the woman into a truck and were given a 

The coronavirus pandemic has led to the cancellation of Sylva’s Christmas 
Parade, Veterans Parade and Halloween Street Treat event.

By Dave Russell

Western Carolina University reported 
30 new cases of COVID-19 over the last 
week. The bump contributed to a 7.6 per-
cent increase in Jackson County from last 
week. The county currently has 66 people 
isolating due to COVID-19 infection. 
That’s up from 50 last week.

As of 5 p.m. Tuesday, the health depart-
ment reported 779 cases among full-time 
residents, with 15,957 tests reported to 
the agency.

Last Tuesday, the health department 
reported 720 cases of full-time residents 
and 15,175 tests performed.

The county has had 177 cases per 
10,000 residents, according to the N.C. 
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By Dave Russell

Last year Elvis Presley sang “Blue 
Christmas” and Santa waved and “Ho-
ho-hoed” down West Main Street as part 
of Sylva’s annual Christmas Parade. 
COVID-19 will keep the jolly old elf 
at the North Pole and Elvis on another 
astral plane this year, as the town board 
last Thursday decided to cancel the 
annual event. 

“I would say that having our tradi-
tional Christmas Parade is not good for 
public health,” board member Ben Guin-
ey said. “There is not going to be any 
changes (in the COVID-19 situation), 
there is not going to be a vaccine. Ev-
erybody across the country is expecting 
a big spike.”

“I am all about doing whatever we 
can to stop the spread of coronavirus,” 
said board member David Nestler, who 
earlier in the meeting announced he was 
suffering from COVID-19. “We could 
have a socially distanced lighting of the 
tree, something like that, but yeah, if you 
want a motion to cancel the parade I’ll 
be glad to make it.”

“We’re going to hit the flu season with 
the COVID season and I don’t look for 
things to get better,” Barbara Hamilton 
said. “I know the public really loves it, 
and I do too. I love for our town to have 
the Christmas Parade, but I just don’t see 

how we can safely do it.”
“It makes me sad that we are taking 

trick-or-treating away from our kids 
and the Christmas Parade, the holiday 
events they are used to having, but at 
the same time I understand the con-
cerns,” board member Mary Gelbaugh 
said.

Treat Street, when young ghosts and 

goblins visit downtown Sylva on Hal-
loween, has officially been canceled due 
to the COVID situation.

“This was a mutual decision between 
us as the Main Street Sylva directors and 
the town manager and his management 
team,” said Kelly Donaldson of Main 
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DETOUR OPENS
A contractor paints white lines on Dillsboro Road last Thursday. The road is part of a detour for local 
traffic around the Haywood Road bridge construction in Dillsboro. Local traffic can now use Dillsboro 
Road and Old Home Town Road – which the N.C. Department of Transportation paved to connect at 
both ends – around the construction and back to Haywood Road. A contractor built a new retaining wall 
along Dillsboro Road which allowed the detour to open. Large vehicles and 18-wheel trucks must still 
use U.S. 441 and U.S. 23/74 as the detour until construction is complete, DOT officials said.
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One-Stop opens, Election Day around the corner
By Dave Russell

The finish line is in sight for the long, strange trip 
that Election 2020 has been. Decisions made in the 
next few weeks will shape Jackson County, the state 
and the nation for years to come as voters cast ballots 
on all levels.

Voters can cast ballots three ways – absentee, one-
stop (early voting) and on Election Day, Nov. 3.

One-stop voting begins today (Thursday) and runs 

through Oct. 31. Eligible voters can register and vote 
in person at one-stop sites during that period. Same-
day registrants will need to attest to their eligibility and 
provide proof of residence.

With the COVID-19 pandemic, many voters are 
turning to distancing options for voting.

Any North Carolina registered voter may request, 
receive and vote a mail-in absentee ballot. No special 
circumstance or reason is needed to vote by mail in 
North Carolina.

Registered voters may request a ballot through the 
online Absentee Ballot Request Portal, or fill out a 
North Carolina Absentee Ballot Request Form and 
return it to their county board of elections. To track a 
ballot through the mail see the state’s new BallotTrax 
portal.

All of these tools can be found at www.ncsbe.gov/
voting/vote-mail.


