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Riverwood Shops and the Jarrett House, two historic Jackson County properties 
in Dillsboro, are changing ownership in the near future. Locals hope the buildings 
will retain their character.

QUINTIN ELLISON/THE HERALD

By Tanner Hall

Though the Jarrett House is expected 
to change ownership within the next few 
weeks, residents will have to wait until 
next spring before enjoying their favor-
ite country-style entrees and buttermilk 
biscuits.

Several renovations are needed, in-
cluding kitchen repairs and a new roof, 
Sylva real-state agent Mark Bryant said 
Monday. Otherwise, the prospective buy-
ers “want to keep it the way it’s always 
been,” he said.

The Jarrett House typically opens each 
spring after seasonal closing in winter. 
Last year, however, the restaurant sat idle 
as co-owner Constantine Roumel and 
longtime operators Jim and Jean Hart-
barger filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
protection.

This allowed the group time to reorga-
nize the business and search for potential 
buyers.

Bryson City resident Carol Dollar, along 
with her mother, Virginia McCaskill, and 
Jerry Jenkins struck a deal.

The agreement, Bryant told the Herald 
in February, was for the new ownership 
group to operate the business for one 

By Tanner Hall

Two buildings with roots tracing back 
through most of Jackson County’s history 
are for sale in Dillsboro: the Jarrett House 
and Riverwood Shops.

The Jarrett House, built in 1884 by 
Dillsboro founder William Allen Dills, has 
switched hands multiple times during the 
past two years.

Mark Bryant with N.C. Mountain Real 
Estate, the company marketing the proper-
ty, said a deal is being negotiated with an 
area buyer. He expects it to be finalized in 
the next several weeks, with a new owner 
closing on the property in August, he said.

Another landmark, Riverwood Shops, 
has joined the esteemed inn and diner on 
the real-estate market. This includes Oaks 
Gallery, a craft shop operated by local 
weaver Susan Leveille; the Well House 
restaurant; Riverwood Pottery, featuring 
work from Brant and Karen Barnes, and 
their daughter, Zan; and a historic building 
that belonged to C.J. Harris, the late 1800s 
entrepreneur credited with starting sundry 
businesses in Sylva and Dillsboro that 
served as economic drivers for the county.

Dills built the initial Riverwood struc-
ture as his first home, but lived there for a 

Real estate broker:
Jarrett House sale
nearing finalization 

Riverwood Shops, 
Dillsboro’s artistic 
heart, on the market
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Smoky Mountain High School Musical Theatre 
Department presents MAMMA MIA! Friday, 
May 17 at 7:30 p.m., Saturday, May 18 at 3 p.m. 
and 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, May 19 at 3 p.m. Tick-

MAMMA MIA! opens Friday at Smoky Mountain

ets are $12 for adults, $10 for college students, 
and $5 for children through high school students. 
Tickets can be purchased at the box office, which 
will open one hour before each show in the lobby 
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of the Fine and Performing Arts auditorium. Call 
Linda Haggard at 586-2177 ext. 2750 to reserve 
tickets or for more information about the per-
formances.

Dillsboro icons on the market

Dillsboro mayor weighs in
Riverwood Shops and the Jarrett House not only share 

a common lineage, the two properties also are the most 
visible establishments coming into town, Dillsboro Mayor 
Mike Fitzgerald said.

“I would hope that the new owners would keep the 
character of the buildings as welcoming to folks not 
from the area – a business model that would encourage 
people driving through to stop and have a look see,” he 
said. “There is plenty of opportunity in town right now.” Fitzgerald


