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N.C. Attorney
General eyes scam

By Beth Lawrence
Tuckaseigee Water and Sewer Association Director Dan Harbaugh announced
last week that he would be leaving the
authority and the area soon.
Harbaugh will step down as director on
Sept. 27, said TWSA Board Chair Tracy
Rodes in a press release.
Harbaugh will leave the job and Jackson County to move home to Bladen
County in part to take care of his 87-yearold mother.
He has taken a job with Fayetteville
Public Works Commission.
Harbaugh and his wife moved to Jackson County from Bladen County and did
not plan to make the move permanent.
“We did not sell our house back in that
area,” he said. “We were intending to
work here through retirement. My wife,
when she committed to come up here, she
said ‘But I want to retire back where my
family’s at.’”
Harbaugh called Jackson County a
wonderful place and said he and the family will return to visit.
He is proud of the work he has accomplished in his seven years as TWSA’s
director and hopes the good efforts will
continue.
“It has been an extremely interesting

Deeds office:
records offer
still going out
By Dave Russell

TWSA Director Dan Harbaugh
is stepping down to move closer
to family in Bladen County. He
has taken a job with the Fayetteville Public Works Commission.
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time here with Tuckaseigee Water and
Sewer,” Harbaugh said. “TWSA was
formed as a regional entity way before
those type of things typically took place;
communities back then recognized that
was important for them to work together.
What I would hope for the future is that
those same goals and efforts will contin-

ue. That is important for this region to
continue to work as a consolidated entity
that focuses on the needs of the community as a whole and try to keep the politics
out of any of the decisions that are made
with this board.”
usee Harbaugh, 7A

Apartment developer on WCU
Millennial Campus now in full
compliance with erosion rules

Register of Deeds offices across the
state, including Jackson County, continue
to warn residents about letters from a California–based company offering property
records for money.
The company, Property Profile Inc.,
uses open records laws to obtain names
and addresses of recent home buyers.
The homeowners receive a letter that
looks like a bill – complete with a respond by date and a “detach and mail”
stub – in exchange for a “Property Assessment Profile” related to the recent
purchase.
The scam has been reported in counties across North Carolina and has long
appeared in other states.
“This is the first time I have seen it,”
said Shandra Sims of the Jackson County
Register of Deeds office. “I guess they try
to get all the money they can from one
state until they burn out on it or they get
in trouble and they quit for a while and go
to another state.”
The scammers change business names.
Currently operating as Property Profile,
Inc. from Glendora, California, almost
identical letters have been sent from
“Record Transfer Services,” with a return
address of Westlake Village, California.
usee Deeds, 7A

Grease trap puzzle
finally cracked

Groups team
to aid local
nonprofit
DAVE RUSSELL/THE HERALD

“Appropriately sized measures’’ to prevent runoff are now in place at the public-private partnership project
between Western Carolina University and Wilmington-based Zimmer Development Co.

Series of preventative steps taken after heavy rains
By Dave Russell
State officials keeping an eye on a construction site on
Western Carolina University’s Millennial Campus say
the developer is in compliance with erosion prevention
protocols.
Land disturbance at a public-private partnership project between Western Carolina University and Wilmington-based Zimmer Development Co. resulted in a violation notice from the N.C. Department of Environmental
Quality.
Zimmer received violation notices in mid-June for water-quality stream standards under the N.C. Sedimentation
Pollution Control Act. The company is building a 500-bed
apartment complex for WCU. The property is part of the
university’s Millennial Campus off Killian Road.
Staff from the DEQ’s Division of Energy, Mineral
and Land Resources inspected the site on July 30 and
found “appropriately sized measures were in place and
functioning.”
A report filed by the division’s Rick Brooks said a construction entrance/exit has been installed to prevent past
issues of sheet flow running down the road.
Three stormwater basins were improved and enlarged, a
majority of the slopes were covered with erosion prevention matting, baffles (such as silt fencing) were installed,
a diversion ditch was dug and large areas of the site were

hydroseeded, the report said.
“Based on the significant improvements observed and
the stream clean up being completed, the NOV issued on
July 17 is now released,” the report stated. “The site will
periodically be inspected moving forward for compliance.”
A stream cleanup confirmation was received on July 31,
and the notice of violation was lifted.
Another state agency, the DEQ’s Division of Water Resources, last visited the site on Aug. 5 and found Zimmer’s
remediation and best management practices for erosion
control to be satisfactory, said division spokesperson
Sarah Young.
Still, she said, “DWR will not be closing out the Notice
of Violation due to enforcement protocol procedures.”
No fine was levied for the violations, and no complaints
have been reported since early August, Young said.
The saga began when heavy rains led officials from the
DEQ to inspect the site June 11. They recorded “land-disturbing activity of about 19.1 acres” and measured up to
a foot of sediment deposited into an unnamed tributary
leading into Long Branch. Long Branch flows into Cullowhee Creek, and from there, the Tuckaseigee River with
its state-declared Mountain Heritage Trout Waters.
The state sent notices to the firm and to WCU on June
17 and 19. Zimmer Development was required to impleusee Developer, 7A

After what she said was “several
months of back and forth,” Community
Table Director Paige Christie feels the
nonprofit’s grease trap requested by the
Tuckaseigee Water and Sewer Authority
will soon be in the ground.
The 20-year-old Community Table is
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization whose
mission is to “provide nutritious meals
to our neighbors in need in a welcoming
environment,” the website says.
In 2018 the organization, located at
23 Central St. next to the Sylva pool and
Poteet Park, served 27,160 meals and
provided 8,776 boxes of groceries.
Sylva, TWSA, Ernie Betz of Ernie’s
Plumbing and the Community Table are
huddling to make the grease trap upgrade.
“We were requested by TWSA to put
an external grease trap in, then there was
an ongoing question about what size and
what volume,” Christie said. “Our plumber thought one thing and they thought
another and round and round we went.”
usee Community, 7A
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