
By Dave Russell

The son-in-law of 
a Whittier man who 
died from non-Hod-
gkin’s lymphoma is 
challenging chemi-
cal-giant Monsanto. 

Bryson City law-
yer David Sawyer’s 
wife, Linda, is the 
daughter of Charles 
Bradshaw, who died 
in October 2016 at age 85.

Sawyer has filed a lawsuit alleging 
glyphosate, a chemical used in Monsan-
to’s flagship Roundup product, caused his 
father-in-law’s death.

The lawyer says Monsanto failed to test 
or investigate Roundup and glyphosate 
adequately, before or after putting it on 
the market in 1974.

Bradshaw used Roundup according to 
package instructions through about 2014 
to kill weeds on his property, according 
to the lawsuit.

Bradshaw and his wife, Eleanor, lived 
on about 30 acres outside Whittier. He 
used the land as a base for multiple 
businesses over the decades, including 
operating a campground and a self-stor-
age warehouse. Bradshaw built rental 
homes and leased various pastures for 
livestock.

He would have been ignorant of the 
dangers of the chemical, “due to Monsan-
to’s suppression of scientific information 
linking glyphosate to cancer,” the suit 
states. Bradshaw believed the company’s 
advertising, which included a claim that 
Roundup was “as safe as table salt,” Saw-
yer says in court documents.

At age 68, Bradshaw was diagnosed in 
1999 with Hodgkin’s disease. He success-
fully underwent treatment for the disease, 
a cancer affecting lymph nodes. Bradshaw 
underwent a battery of tests in the years 
following.
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Suspect Christopher John Rice is pulled off 
the bank of Scotts Creek by law enforcement.

Sheriff’s Deputy C.B. Hooper and Sylva Police 
officer McKenzie Jones finish handcuffing Rice.

Sylva Police Detective Aimee Watson holds a 
knife taken from Rice. 

The view Monday of Panthertown Valley from Salt Rock Gap, looking 
toward Little Green Mountain, the future site of a prescribed burn.

Suspect corralled after foot chase
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Controlled burns 
in Panthertown 
get a green light

2016 blazes sparked 
decision to use fire
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Veteran recalls his role in D-Day, WWII
By Dave Russell

For 99-year-old Randall 
“Red” Murff, June 6, 1944 
began at 2 a.m. with breakfast. 
Then a briefing, then a mission. 
He and his fellow crew members 
climbed into their B-24 Maraud-
er, nicknamed ‘Wham Bam,’ and 
got underway to the beaches of 
Normandy and pages of history.

“When we took off, it was 
dark. Real dark,” he said.

Murff, the navigator and bom-
bardier, sat in the plexiglass 
nosecone of his plane as they 
began bombing the beaches sev-
en minutes before amphibious 
troops landed.

tion and create foxholes for the 
soldiers on the ground, who used 
flamethrowers and grenades to 
get at the bunkers.

D-Day was a major step for-
ward for the Allied Forces. 
Germany surrendered less than 
a year later, on May 8, 1945.

Murff, now of Sylva, was in 
the Army Air Force from 1941 to 
1945, and survived 67 missions, 
including D-Day, his 64th.

Murff suspected the big in-
vasion was coming up soon. 
The Wham Bam had been on a 
mission to destroy every bridge 
between Paris and the coast on 

In addition to the air attacks, 
soldiers landed in two phases. 
Some 24,000 British, American, 
Canadian and French troops 
landed just after midnight before 
D-Day, and amphibious troops 
hit the shore around 6:30 that 
morning.

Murff was targeting the big 
German bunkers positioned on 
the beach, protected by 15-foot-
thick walls of concrete and huge, 
powerful guns. The beaches 
of Normandy were also rigged 
with numerous booby traps and 
hidden bombs.

Murff said they couldn’t take 
out the guns with their planes, 
but they could provide a distrac-

Lawsuit says 
man’s death 
linked to use 
of Roundup 
weed killer

By Dave Russell

Sylva Police arrested a man they be-
lieve might be responsible for several 
breaking-and-entering cases, following a 
brief chase in downtown Sylva Tuesday. 

Before the 11 a.m. arrest, police al-

ready had the suspect, Christopher John 
Rice, 30, of Cashiers, on their radar.

“There was a tip that came in earlier 
that morning from Detective (Doug) 
Farmer giving his description as a sus-
picious person,” Sylva Police Lt. Bruce 
Moore said. “There had been some 

breaking and enterings and larcenies and 
things, so we were looking for him any-
way, but hadn’t found him all morning.” 

Moore said police received a call that 
someone matching Rice’s description 
was hiding in the bushes on Ridgeway 
Street near the Jackson County Library. 

Sylva police went to talk to Rice and 
another man when surveillance cameras 
picked them up at Bridge Park, later in 
the morning. A marked police car drove 
into the area, and the men split up in 

By Tanner Hall

The U.S. Forest Service is moving forward 
with controlled burns in Panthertown, one of 
Jackson County’s premiere recreational desti-
nations.

Nantahala District Ranger Mike Wilkins 
announced his decision in a memorandum last 
week, following a request for public comment 
earlier this spring. Rangers first accepted public 
comments in 2012 and held a public meeting that 
same year, with hundreds of opinions pouring 
in. Many who spoke opposed the burns, and the 
USFS didn’t move forward with its plan.

What’s changed? The fall 2016 wildfires, 
according to Wilkins.

In late October of that year, severe drought 
and windy conditions left much of Western 
North Carolina at risk. A series of wildfires 
ignited, burning 28,000 acres across Jackson, 
Macon and Swain counties.

“From November to early December, while 
suppressing 28 fires, more than 150 homes 
were evacuated for one or more days,” Wilkins 
said. “Reducing fuel loading on a periodic basis QUINTIN ELLISON/THE HERALD


