
By Beth Lawrence

Pedestrian involved accidents con-
tinue to be a concern for Sylva Police, 
following a hit-and-run incident this 
week.

Carl Bryant Jr., 32, of Sylva, was 
leaving The Community Table Mon-
day shortly before 4:30 p.m. when a 
driver in a passenger van backed out 
of a parking space hitting him.

“He saw the van backing up and 
yelled, but the driver didn’t alter 
course,” Police Chief Chris Hatton 
said.

The driver then drove away. The 
driver was later identified by employ-
ees of the Community Table. It was 
unclear Wednesday at press time if the 
driver was aware that he hit Bryant.

“If we determine the driver knew he 
hit someone and then left the scene, 
he will absolutely be charged,” Hatton 
said.

The incident is still under investi-
gation, and police have not been able 
to contact the driver.

Bryant received minor injuries and 
refused medical attention at the scene, 
but police called EMS to assess the 
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By Dave Russell

The makeup of the Sylva town 
board could come down to a coin toss. 
Two write-in candidates took seats in 
Forest Hills. Both unchallenged can-
didates in Webster won their races, 
unofficial voting results show.

Election officials will conduct can-
vassing at 11 a.m. Friday, Nov. 15. 
Should the final tally confirm Sylva 
town board candidates Carrie McBane 
and Ben Guiney tied at 106 votes, 
a coin toss or other random method 
would determine who takes a seat 
behind the commissioners’ table in 
Sylva’s Town Hall.

When polls closed Tuesday at 7:30 
p.m., 16.2 percent of Sylva’s 1,521 
registered voters had cast ballots. 
Voters could select three candidates 
in the race. 

Incumbents David Nestler (155 
votes) and Greg McPherson (110) re-
turn to the board. The other candidates 
on the ballot were newcomer Luther 
Jones (70) and former board member 
Danny Allen (65). Write-in candidates 
Natalie Newman (40) and Charlie 
Beam (35) filed paperwork with the 
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Thieves drive off with 
church relief trailer

By Beth Lawrence

The pastor of an area church 
is upset, not only that the church 
was the victim of a crime, but that 
the crime has affected its ability to 
help others.

“(We) are saddened and con-
cerned for those who are so lost 
that they would steal from our 
church,” said Pastor Shane Sil-

vers.
At 1:28 a.m. on Oct. 25, some-

one entered the parking lot of 
Whittier Church of God, at 118 
Church St., and stole a white-16-
foot, dual-axle utility trailer. The 
thieves hooked the trailer up to a 
dark colored Ford Explorer and 
drove away.

Jackson County Sheriff’s Office is looking for any information that 
might lead to the arrest of the person or persons in this vehicle. The 
SUV was seen taking the missions utility trailer from the Whittier 
Church of God.

SCREEN SHOT FROM SURVEILLANCE VIDEO

By Dave Russell

As the number of boots hitting the forest floor 
grows, so does the environmental impact.

Wildlife encounters increase. More impromptu 
campsites and alternative, undesignated trails are 
created. Ferns, galax and other native plants get 
trampled. Litter multiplies.

“Loved to death” is a common phrase describing 
many wild areas all around the country.

It’s happening in Jackson County’s Panthertown 
Valley as more and more people discover it, according 
to Friends of Panthertown. The stewardship nonprofit 
works with volunteers to conserve and maintain the 
area’s trail system and has called for help in the form 
of being named a Hot Spot by the Leave No Trace 
Center for Outdoor Ethics.

They expect Leave No Trace staff to visit in Au-
gust.

One of 14 sites nationwide to receive the desig-
nation, Panthertown will benefit from education, 
training and outreach offered by Leave No Trace.

“We wanted to have some help in the context of 
providing education and information regarding the 
use of Panthertown,” Friends of Panthertown Leave 
No Trace Master Educator Charly Aurelia said. “Peo-
ple are going to keep coming here, and we’d like to 
minimize the impact.”

Aurelia would like to address issues such as keep-
ing hikers on designated trails. Hiking off trails can 
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By Dave Russell

The first sign that something bad was happening last 
Thursday afternoon was a loud pop. It got Travis Clark’s 
attention. He looked in that direction as more pops fol-
lowed. Clark watched as the deck of a house about 50 
yards away pitched forward, pushed by the home it was 
attached to.

The house, in turn, was pushed by a landslide slipping 
down a steep slope leading up to the site of a 500-unit 
apartment complex under construction.

“Once it popped it slowly moved forward,” Clark said. 
“You could see the whole building move and then it just 
set down real easy.”

Clark’s mother, Sheri Deitz, owns the 
Catamount Homes development, a 10-unit 
student housing complex of two-bedroom 
homes on Cullowhee’s Cavalier Drive.

The steep hill above Catamount Homes 
is part of Western Carolina University’s 
Millennial Campus. The apartment con-
struction project is a public-private part-
nership project between WCU and Wilm-
ington-based Zimmer Development Co.

The grading contractor is Site Development Corp., 
based out of Cliffside in Rutherford County. The company 
has an equipment yard on U.S. 23/441, across from New 
Savannah Baptist Church.

Clark had been to Catamount Homes earlier that day.
Wednesday night’s rains had already sent a thick layer 

of mud down the slope into the development. The orange 
soup flowed into recently sodded grass, on the road and 
driveways and into crawlspaces underneath the houses.

“We came back out when the rain got heavier,” he said. 
“We knew something was going to happen.”

Something did.
The house lurched forward off its foundation at about 

2:45 p.m.
“Mom started screaming and hollering and knocking 

on the doors,” Clark said. “There was a truck parked there 
and we thought someone might still be inside.”

Clark dialed 911.
Erica Hayes, with help from Travis Clark, 
carries possessions from her ruined house in 
Catamount Homes. The WCU student’s rental 
property was destroyed last Thursday when a 
landslide knocked the home off its foundation.

Deitz


