
Sylva’s Walk for Hope, featuring pink shirts to raise breast cancer awareness, is 
featured in an exhibit on community policing in Washington, D.C.
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THE SYLVA HERALD

By Beth Lawrence

A Sylva event is garnering some na-
tional attention thanks to its community 
policing efforts and a pink shirt.

The Walk for Hope, hosted each Oc-
tober by the Sylva Police Department to 
promote breast cancer awareness, is now 
featured in an exhibit on community po-
licing at the National Law Enforcement 
Museum in Washington, D.C.

Curator Lily Ames reached out to Police 
Chief Chris Hatton in July saying they had 
heard about the event and the pink uniform 
shirt made especially for the event.

“It was humbling, I felt a real sense of 
honor; I was also excited for our police 
department to be recognized in a national 
museum,” Hatton said. “It’s such a big 
deal to me that something my agency 
started is going to be representing what 
good community policing looks like in a 
national museum.

“Chief Tammy Hooper started this event 
years ago, and I’ve tried to make it better 
and better each year,” Hatton said. “The 
shirt is just one part of this; it’s about cel-

Pink shirt push draws national praise

By Dave Russell

North Carolina recorded its 
ninth-highest COVID-19 daily case 
count Aug. 26, with 8,620 new re-
ports. While short of the state’s high 
of 12,079 reported on Feb. 3, the 
trajectory of new cases in this Delta 
wave is increasing more rapidly than 
the alpha wave.

Schools are canceling sporting 
events and instituting quarantines, and 
hospitals are overflowing.

“Our hospital is in crisis mode,” 
said Anna Lippard of the Jackson 
County Department of Public Health. 
“It feels worse this time than it did 
back in January.”

Wearing a mask is more important 
than ever, a simple layer of protection 
that everyone can add, she said.

“We know that COVID-19 spreads 
mainly through respiratory droplets,” 
Lippard said. “Masks are a simple 
barrier to prevent your respiratory 
droplets from getting to other people. 
The Delta variant is more transmissi-
ble than other variants, and adding the 
mask as another layer of protection 
against exposure, especially for those 
who are too young to be vaccinated.”

Jackson County is still a high trans-
mission area.

“We also know that masks work 
and that in Jackson County we should 
all be masking up, especially when 
indoors, in public settings with people 
we don’t live with,” Lippard said. 
“We need unvaccinated people to get 
vaccinated to reduce more severe out-
comes and give our healthcare system 
a chance to take a breath.”

‘It feels worse 

this time’: 

COVID surging

New businesses 
bursting out here

Bartender Rob Ramsey pours a drink at Quirky Birds Treehouse & Bistro in 
Dillsboro. The restaurant boasts a full bar, a patio and live music. The kitchen 
is shared with Front Street Takeout next door. Customers can enjoy favorites 
from Front Street eats to go or dine with their favorite drinks or spirits.
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Apodaca Science Building dedicated

Western Carolina University alum and former N.C. Sen. Tom Apodaca, holding scissors with WCU Chancellor Kelli 
Brown, on Friday cuts the ribbon on WCU’s new $110.5 million state-of-the art Apodaca Science Building. The facility 
replaces the university’s 1970s-era Natural Science Building. Apodaca played a key role in making the facility a reality.
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By Dave Russell

Acupuncture, more food options, 
mattresses and furniture, and an eclectic 
collection of old and new come to the 
area as new businesses open up in Sylva 
and Dillsboro.

Dillsboro’s Front Street Takeout has 
a big sister in the form of Quirky Birds 
Treehouse & Bistro, a new bar and din-
ing room right next door to its 150 Front 
St. location.

The two ventures share a kitchen, 
owner Marybeth Druzbick said.

“Quirky Birds was the original vision 
we had when we signed our lease, a sit-
down bistro with a full bar and a patio,” 
she said. “And then COVID hit and take-
out was about all we could do.”

Front Street Takeout business has been 
really good and will continue, she said. 

“If you want food to go, you can get it 
to go,” she said. “If you want to sit down 
with a beer you can.”

The restaurant also offers wine and 
spirits.

Front Street won the spring Sylva Art 
and Design Committee Sandwich Com-
petition, and the breaded chicken breast 
sandwich is still on the menu.

Much of the menu came from Soul 
Infusion, a former eatery on East Main 
Street, which was known for its chicken 
casserole wrap.

“But we have discovered we sell a lot 
of our Cobb salads,” Druzbick said.

Druzbick co-owns and operates the 
venues with Eric Mintz.

“We’re not fast food,” she said. “We’re 
good food.”


