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By Beth Lawrence

A Sylva business owner was arrested 
last week for his part in the Jan. 6 insur-
rection at the U.S. Capitol.

Lewis Easton Cantwell, 35, of Sylva 
was arrested Feb. 18 at Sip Sum tea house 
which also serves as his home, for six 
counts related to his alleged participation 
in the riots at the Capitol as Congress met 

Sylva businessman faces charges in Jan. 6 Capitol riot
to certify presidential election 
results.

He was charged with obstruction 
of an official proceeding, enter-
ing and remaining in a restricted 
building or grounds, disorderly and 
disruptive conduct in a restricted 
building or grounds, disorderly 
and disruptive conduct in a capi-
tol building or grounds, parading 

demonstrating or picketing in a 
capitol building, and aiding and 
abetting.

He was held in the Buncombe 
County Detention Center, and his 
first court hearing was in federal 
court Friday in Asheville.

The arrest comes after a grand 
jury empaneled in Washington 
D.C., returned a True Bill of Indict-Cantwell

By Beth Lawrence

A Georgia couple could 
wind up facing federal 
charges following a drug 
bust last week.

Wayne Lee Kitchens, 
46, of Bonaire, Georgia 
was arrested for two felony 
counts of trafficking meth-
amphetamine, two felony 
counts of trafficking opium 
or heroin, one felony count 
of possession with intent 
to sell and deliver cocaine, 
misdemeanor possession 
of marijuana up to ½ ounce 
and possession of drug 
paraphernalia.

Stacey Ann Alexander, 
33, of Warner Robins, 
Georgia was arrested for 
two felony counts of trafficking methamphet-
amine, two felony counts of trafficking opi-
um or heroin, one felony count of possession 
with intent to sell and deliver cocaine, mis-
demeanor possession of marijuana up to ½ 
ounce and possession of drug paraphernalia.

The couple was arrested on the morning 
of Feb. 16 following a search of their vehi-
cle during a traffic stop, said N.C. Highway 
Patrol Trooper Andy Waycaster.

“We were just working the U.S. 441 area 
near the intersection of Garland Buchanan 
Road,” Waycaster said. “It was a traffic 
stop for a registration violation.”

During the routine stop the couple, 
purporting to be boyfriend and girlfriend, 
allegedly told Waycaster they were on 
the way home to Georgia from visiting 
Harrah’s Cherokee Casino. Their behavior 
told Waycaster something different.

“Following up on some nervous indica-
tors and conflicting stories and the driver 
refused consent to search, we deployed 
a K-9 and conducted a probable cause 
search,” Waycaster said.

The drugs were allegedly found in the 
vehicle’s cabin in a backpack.

The search turned up: 1,025 grams of 
methamphetamine, 21 grams of cocaine, 
43 grams of heroin, ½ ounce of marijuana 
and digital scales.

The 2.26 pounds of meth, and the ¾ 
ounce of cocaine and the 1.5 ounces of 
heroin make federal charges a distinct 
possibility Waycaster said.

“That’s a substantial amount,” he said. 
“They were taken to the Jackson County 
Detention Center where they were charged 
just like anybody would be, unless it is 
federally adopted, which is a possibility.”

The incident is still under investigation, 
but Waycaster does not currently believe 
there are connections to anyone in Jackson 
County or anyone on the Qualla Boundary.

“There’s no indication of knowing 
which way it was traveling (either) to or 
from at this point,” he said.

Both Kitchens and Alexander are being 
held in the Jackson County Detention Cen-
ter under a $1.5 million bond.

A criminal records search did not reveal 
convictions for either Kitchens or Alexan-
der in North Carolina or Georgia.

NCHP traffic 
stop uncovers 
large quantity 

of narcotics

Kitchens

Alexander

Ice coats trees bordering U.S. 23/74 near Balsam Gap last Thursday morning. Higher elevations around the region 
received a smattering of ice, but Sylva received only rain. Power outages were very few, Duke Energy’s Lisa Leath-
erman said.
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ment for Cantwell on Feb. 17.
Cantwell created a Facebook post after 

the insurrection claiming he was in D.C. 
to document what took place.

“It is my right to go to any event I want,” 
Cantwell’s post reads. “Yesterday was 
historic, and I went to see something. I 
just wasn’t aware I would see what I saw.”

By Dave Russell

March 3 marks the one-year anniversary 
of the first case of COVID-19 in North 
Carolina, when a Wake County resident 
traveled back home from Washington. 
Since then, the Old North State has 
seen 846,284 infections, an average 
of about 2,357 per day.

Jackson County reported its first 
case on April 9. As of Tuesday, 320 
days later, the county has had 3,270 
cases, an average of about 10 per day.

Cases are in decline, a trend seen na-
tionwide since record reports in December 
and January. 

The Jackson County Department of Public 
Health continues to work to vaccinate those in 
Groups 1 and 2, but is changing its registration system. 
To prepare for progression into additional groups, JCDPH 
aims to transition from its current process of pre-registering 
community members via 631-HELP.

That pre-registration list will close Friday. Any community 
member who falls into Group 1 or 2 who is not yet on this 
list should call 631-HELP prior to Friday.

JCDPH will continue to work from this closed list to make 
appointments as supply allows until the list is exhausted. 
After vaccines are in those arms, JCDPH will begin offering 
appointments to eligible community members via an online 
portal.

More information about this portal will be shared on the 
department’s website, Facebook page and with local media 
partners once it becomes available.

Weather in other states impacted the delivery of vaccines 
in Jackson County last week.

JCDPH and Western Carolina University had partnered 
to offer first doses at the Department on Aging last Friday. 
Weather postponed the delivery of vaccine.

COVID cases still falling, 

but vigilance remains vital as ever
“Those doses did not ship in time, so we had 

to postpone that Drive Thru Clinic,” McKnight 
said. “JCDPH has rescheduled our patients 

for the same time and location Friday, 
Feb. 26, while WCU will be reaching out 

to their patients to reschedule them at 
a later date.”

3Ws still apply
Even with vaccine distribution, the 

public needs to remain vigilant.
“Scientists are still studying how 

often vaccinated individuals can be-
come infected (experience illness without 

symptoms) from COVID-19 or pass the 
virus to others,” McKnight said. “This is 

why it is very important that you follow the 
3Ws even after becoming vaccinated. The vaccines 

provide their full protection from COVID-19 two weeks 
after receiving the second dose.”

Two doses about a month apart are essential.
“The first dose is known as the prime dose,” McKnight 

said. “It primes the immune response and gets your body 
ready for the best protection. The second dose boosts the 
immune response to become fully protected. While other 
countries may take a different approach, the CDC and FDA 
continue to recommend that everyone get both the prime 
and booster dose. There isn’t enough data currently to 
suggest that one dose provides enough protection against 
COVID-19.”

According to the N.C. Department of Health and Human 
Services dashboard, 4,755 first doses of the vaccine have 
been given in Jackson County, with 2,266 people having 
received both doses. About 16 percent of county residents 
have had at least one shot.

Late Monday afternoon, the health department received 
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