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By Beth Lawrence

Sometimes inspiration strikes like lightning, a flash of 
brilliance and art is created; other times inspiration creeps 
into being like a dormant seed that finally sprouts.

The latter was the case with the newest single from blue-
grass band Balsam Range. 

“Timing is everything,” fiddler and vocalist Buddy Melton 
said. “Music touches many people. Sometimes there’s more 
power in the lyrics than preaching or speaking.”

The song, “Grit and Grace,” was inspired by a conversation 
between the late Rev. Walter Middleton and Buddy Melton’s 
mother, Ann. 

After retiring from ministry, Middleton attended Sylva First 
Baptist Church where he and Melton formed a friendship. She 
was a deacon, and his family was on her care list.

At the time, Middleton, who authored four books, was 
writing the memoir of his time at a World War II prisoner of 
war camp and his experience on the Bataan Death March.

In April, 1942 U.S. forces in the Philippines surrendered 
the Bataan Peninsula on the Island of Luzon to Japan. Nearly 
75,000 captured soldiers were forced to march 65 miles up 
the peninsula to POW camps. Prisoners were starved and 
mistreated by Japanese troops. In the five days it took to 
complete the trek, thousands died. Some succumbed to brutal 
heat and exposure; those too weak to march were bayoneted. 
Thousands more died in the camps.

Middleton survived the brutality of the march and three 
and a half years in the camps.

“I loved visiting with him; I learned so much from him,” 
Ann Melton said. “One day when I visited he didn’t look well.”

She asked about his health. Middleton told her he had 

begun working on his memoir, but to recount what he went 
through, he had to dredge up those horrible memories. He told 
her he would pace the floor each night crying and writing.

“I asked Walter, ‘How were you able to survive the Bata-
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Fifty-year old Scott and Walker Residence Halls on the Western Carolina University campus are currently under dem-
olition. Work is expected to continue for the next two to three months. They will be replaced with three, potentially four, 
new facilities that will house about 300 students each.
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By Dave Russell

New cases of COVID-19 declined for 
three weeks, but the Jackson County De-
partment of Public Health reports a slight 
uptick this week. On Monday, the agency 
reported 13 new cases, the most in a sin-
gle day since Aug. 31. Another four cases 
came in on Tuesday, bringing the total for 
the week of Sept. 16-22 to 20.

The county currently has 30 people iso-
lating due to COVID-19 infection. That’s 
up from 20 last week.

As of 5 p.m. Tuesday, the health depart-
ment reported 641 cases among full-time 
residents, with 12,902 tests reported to 
the agency.

Last Tuesday, the health department 
reported 621 cases of full-time residents 
and 12,431 tests performed.

The county has had 123 cases per 
10,000 residents, according to the N.C. 
Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices. DHHS on Tuesday reported 195,549 
cases and 3,286 deaths in the state, with 
2,824,929 tests conducted.

Flu, COVID-19 on 
a collision course 

County icon inspires bluegrass song 

Conversations between Ann Melton, left, and son Buddy 
Melton of Balsam Range were the inspiration for a song 
about county icon Walter Middleton.
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COVID-19 delays R-5600 N.C. DOT project

2025 new target date for commercial corridor work

By Patrick Clemons

Like many other facets of life in 
2020, COVID-19 is affecting vari-

ous N.C. Department of Transporta-
tion projects, including R-5600. The 

project to reshape Sylva’s commercial 
corridor has been postponed from fiscal 
year 2022 to 2025.

Old dorms 

demolished 

R-5600 is the DOT proposal for Sylva’s 
commercial corridor, N.C. 107, including 
the elimination of the center turn lane with 
sidewalks replaced and a 5-foot bike lane. 
Upgrades are slated for the N.C. 107/U.S. 
23 Business intersection, and from U.S. 
23 Business to Dillardtown Road and 
Municipal Drive, near the Sylva Fire De-
partment. DOT’s preliminary estimate lists 

55 businesses facing potential relocation 
or impact, though that number is fluid.

Residents of Sylva and the surround-
ing areas may not see physical changes 
anytime soon, but work is still ongoing 
behind the scenes.

“This project will continue to move 

Schools move 
to Plan A for 
elementary 

students here
By Dave Russell

The Jackson County Board of Edu-
cation voted Tuesday to send pre-K-5th 
grade students to school four days a week. 
The board decided to move those students 
from Plan B to Plan A starting Oct. 5, 
with in-person teaching every day except 
Wednesday.

Gov. Roy Cooper announced last week 
that school districts could choose to tran-
sition elementary school students into Plan 
A starting Oct. 5.

Districts still have the option to choose 
Plan B, a mix of in-person and remote 
learning, or Plan C, remote learning. 
Schools must allow parents the option of 
all-remote learning for students.

Cooper did not announce a timeline 
or plan for allowing other grade levels to 
return for full-time in-person instruction. 

“We have been working on developing 
a plan that would move Jackson County 
Public Schools into alignment with Plan A 
for pre-K–5th grade,” Interim Superinten-
dent Tony Tipton told the board. 

Neither clusters nor outbreaks of 

Middleton


