
By Beth Lawrence

A Cullowhee woman is 
in jail on assault charges 
after she allegedly wield-
ed a tool as a weapon.

R a c h e l  A n n a l e a h 
Jones, 26, of Cullowhee, 
was arrested for one felo-
ny count of assault with a 
deadly weapon inflicting 
serious injury and one misdemeanor count 
of assault with a deadly weapon after a 
fight at the Jackson County Recreation 
Complex in Cullowhee on Sunday night.

Jones attacked two people with a tire 
iron, according to arrest warrants.

“The assault appears to be dealing 
with a friend/domestic situation,” said 
Maj. Shannon Queen of Jackson County 
Sheriff’s Office.

Queen declined to say what led up to 
the physical attack.

The felony warrant states that Jones was 
arrested for attacking Wayne Mathis, 56, 
of Tuckasegee with the tire tool and left 
him with an unnamed serious injury. 

“To my understanding, the patient was 
airlifted (to Mission Hospital in Ashe-
ville),” Queen said. “But we will not know 

Scotts Creek jumps its banks and floods Hemlock Street in Dillsboro last 
Thursday. Heavy rains led to minor flooding in the area last Thursday, but 
overall the county and Sylva reported few problems.

Tire iron melee 
sees woman jailed 
on assault charges

Sunshine rare during stormy week

Jones
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By Dave Russell

Rain last Thursday, snow Saturday, 
rain Monday, rain Tuesday, a chance 
of showers Wednesday. The National 
Weather Service forecast calls for an 80 
percent chance of rain today (Thursday). 
And then there’s a flood watch until 
tonight. The sun is set to show its shy 
face Friday, with an overnight low of 22 
degrees.

The NWS predicts a mostly sunny 
Saturday, with a high near 46, and a nice 
Sunday with a high of 53. Showers could 
return Monday, when there is a 30-50 
percent chance with a high near 57.

So far, the county has been spared 
major damage, officials said.

“We did not have any landslides,” 
Jackson County Emergency Services 
Director Todd Dillard said of last Thurs-
day’s rains. “And very little flooding. Just 
minor flooding in the usual places – Old 
Settlement Road and Dillard Road. We 
had reports of one or two trees down, but 
overall it was a quiet day for us.”

Dillard said he had about 6 inches of 
rain at his home in Cashiers. Local Yokel 
Weather reported Lake Glenville had 
4.68 inches and Balsam Gap had 4.36.

Jackson County Public Schools, which 
were already operating on a delayed 
schedule, closed at 10:30 a.m. Thursday 
“due to floodwaters that are expected to 

continue rising throughout the day.”
The schools closed “due to severe 

flooding, ice and potential snow” on 
Friday.

Sylva came through mostly unscathed.
“We had some trees come down,” 

Sylva Public Works Director Jake Scott 
said about Thursday’s rains. “We did 
have some minor flooding, mostly at 
our shop.”

The low-lying parking area for town 

vehicles behind the public works office 
floods when Scotts Creek rises. Scott has 
requested a camera from the town to keep 
an eye on the creek level remotely.

“All town roads were able to stay open 
through the duration of the storm, and our 
storm drainage infrastructure performed 
well,” Scott said. “All in all, we weath-
ered the storm very well.”
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By Dave Russell

Seven people in Western Carolina Univer-
sity’s Health and Human Sciences Building 
were taken to Harris Regional Hospital last 
Thursday in what authorities are calling a 
“hazmat situation.”

The incident forced the evacuation of the 
building on Little Savannah Road.

The 911 call first came in to the WCU emer-
gency department.

WCU dispatcher Charles Davis called Jack-
son County Emergency Services from there at 
8:56 a.m.

“I need you to page Harris and Cullowhee 
Fire Department to HHS (Health and Human 
Sciences building) for a possible hazmat situa-
tion,” Davis said. “Caller called in and said there 
is an audible alarm going off, two people un-
conscious, and they have a very strange smell.”

The Jackson County dispatcher asks if the 
building has been evacuated.

“I’ve got everybody on their way up there 
to start helping out,” Davis said.

Davis said the caller hung up and went to 
help the victims.

He identified the location as room 307, a 
classroom.

“Law enforcement was the first to arrive 

and no one was unconscious when they got 
there,” WCU Director of Emergency Services 
Shane Stovall said. “They were complaining 
of light-headedness and dizziness and feeling 
weak.”

The Cullowhee Fire Department arrived to 
find the victims had been removed from the 
classroom and were being treated, Chief Tim 
Green  said.

“We sent our people in with a four-gas mon-
itor to see if we could find anything,” Green 
said. “We didn’t find any kind of gas with our 
monitors.”

He and his crew did not smell any kind of 
suspicious odor, he said.

In addition to Cullowhee Fire personnel and 
Harris EMS, WCU Police, Emergency Ser-
vices and Facilities Management departments 
and Jackson County Emergency Management 
responded to the scene.

“Once this incident came and we realized 
that there were patients in different rooms, we 
went ahead and evacuated the whole building 
as a precaution and locked it down,” Stovall 
said at a press conference Friday afternoon.

Seven occupants of the building – six stu-
dents and one faculty member – were trans-

“I need you to page Harris and Cullowhee 
Fire Department to HHS (Health and Human 
Sciences building) for a possible hazmat sit-
uation. Caller called in and said there is an 
audible alarm going off, two people uncon-
scious, and they have a very strange smell.”

— Charles Davis, 

WCU Emergency Department

Hazmat incident

leads to evacuation

7 from WCU sent to Harris
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