
By Jim Buchanan
and Dave Russell

Filing opens Monday at 
noon for most candidates who 
will appear on ballots in Jack-
son County.

Most, but not all.
A three-judge panel last 

Thursday filed an order delay-
ing candidate filing for North 
Carolina congressional seats while they determine 
whether replacement districts drawn by the General 
Assembly can be used in next year’s election. 

On Dec. 2, the day filing for all other races be-
gins, the panel of state judges will hold a hearing 
on whether a lawsuit filed by voters challenging 
previous lines should end because of the new 
map. Election officials have said the congressional 
primary could be held with other races on March 
3 if a final map is in place by Dec. 15. From the 
top down, here are incumbents likely to be on the 
local ballot:

Democrat Gov. Roy Cooper and the entire council 
of state are up for reelection.

U.S. Sen. Thom Tillis, a Republican, is up for 
reelection, as is fellow GOP member and 11th Con-
gressional District Rep. Mark Meadows. 

Jim Davis, R-Macon, who has represented North 
Carolina’s 50th State Senate District since 2010, has 
announced his retirement, leaving the seat open for 
a new face.

Incumbent Democrat Joe Sam Queen, D-Hay-
wood, in N.C. State House District 119 is running 
for a new term. Swain Republican Mike Clampitt, 

who has faced Queen the last 
four elections, has indicated 
he’s ready for another run. 
Republican Jackson County 
Commissioner Ron Mau has 
also announced he’ll run for 
the seat.

The county commission has 
two seats on the ballot – Repub-
lican Mickey Luker’s District 4 
seat and Mau’s vacated seat in 

District 3.
Two seats on the Jackson County Board of Ed-

ucation – Wes Jamison in District 3 and Elizabeth 
Cooper in District 1, are open. Both of these races 
are nonpartisan. The primary serves as the general 
election for school board races.

The nonpartisan seat of Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District officer Randy Cabe is open.

In judicial races, District Court judges Tessa 
Sellers, Monica Leslie and Rick Walker are up for 
reelection.

As of Nov. 23, the breakdown of voter registra-
tion in Jackson by party was as follows: 10,263 
unaffiliated; 9,254 Democratic; 7,422 Republican; 
189 Libertarian; nine Green; and four Constitu-
tion.

A complete listing of all state and local officials 
can be downloaded at www.nc.gov/government/
nc-government. The Jackson County Board of 
Election Twitter feed (@JCNCElections) has up-
dated information on candidate filings daily during 
election season.

The filing period ends at noon on Friday, Dec. 
20.

Mau Luker Jamison Cooper
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Filing for 2020 elections opens Monday

By Dave Russell

Livingston Kelley, of Liv-
ingston’s Photo in downtown 
Sylva, really, really wanted a 
camera when he was in high 
school.

It was Christmas, 1962, 
when he got the first one: an 
Ansco Cadet II.

“The first roll of film I ever 
took was black and white, and 
it was the first roll of film I ever 
developed,” Kelley said. “The 
next Christmas, I got a Crown 
Graphic Pacemaker 4 by 5 
camera that really thrilled me.” 

It is fitting that Kelley, a Sylva mainstay since 1973, will 
be one of three grand marshals when the “Christmas Past and 
Present” parade travels the “wrong way” up West Main Street 
at 3 p.m. Sunday.

The parade lines up on Chipper Curve Road, closed from 
Harold Street south. Participants travel from the Sylva Fire 
Department toward the library. The terminus is Mark Watson 
Park.

A marked detour bypassing downtown Sylva leads cars 
along Municipal Drive and Dillsboro Road, Sylva Manager 

By Dave Russell

To paraphrase an old song, the N.C. 
107/U.S. 23 Business project is like a steam 
locomotive rolling down the track. It’s gone 
and ain’t nothing going to bring it back. 

“We would not do anything to stop the 
project,” N.C. Department of Transporta-
tion Engineer Brian Burch said.

That means opponents’ ability to 
scuttle construction plans are virtually 
nonexistant. Stopping the project would 
require opponents to win the combined 
agreements of the town of Sylva, regional 
planning group Southwestern Commis-
sion and the N.C. Board of Transportation.

All three support the remodeling of 
Sylva’s commercial corridor.

Funding for the project was in question 
at one point, Burch said.

“DOT, with the hurricanes and the MAP 
Act last year, experienced some cash shortfall 
that has required us to suspend work on some 
projects and R-5600 was on that list,” he said. 
“But we are requesting N.C. Build Bond mon-
ies for this project and that has allowed us to 
continue to work on it. It removed it from the 
suspension list. Our expectation is that nothing 
would stop this project from occurring.”

Three candidates in the recent Sylva 
town board race campaigned in part on 
stopping R-5600. All three were defeated, 
one losing by a coin toss.

“If there were a change on the Sylva town 

Stopping road 
project is almost 

impossible

By Beth Lawrence

A local man accused of revenge porn 
could face time in prison.

Paul Nathaniel Murray, 34, of Sylva was 
arrested for felony disclosure of private 
images for releasing images of a Jackson 
County woman engaged in a sex act.

The warrant for Murray’s arrest states 
that sometime between Feb. 27 and March 
5, he willfully disseminated an image 
“with the intent to harass and humiliate” 
the woman. The warrant alleges Murray 
shared the picture or video “without the 
affirmative consent of the victim.”

The warrant states that the woman 
could clearly be identified in the image. 
Her genitalia was exposed, and she was 
engaged in a sex act. Murray is also al-
leged to have identified the woman in the 
picture or video by name when he shared 
the image.

Disclosure of private images is a class 
C or class D felony and carries different 
imprisonment sentences depending on a 
number of issues, Jackson County Sheriff 
Chip Hall said. If convicted, Murray could 
be given a sentence of probation or up to 
six years in prison.

Jackson man 
charged 

with sharing 
explicit photos

Paige Dowling said.
“Chipper Curve will 

close at 1:30 p.m. when we 
begin the parade lineup,” 
she said. “Vehicles drop-
ping off kids from Harold 
Street will be able to turn 
right onto Chipper Curve.”

The road reopens after 
the parade, about 4 p.m., 
she said.

Diagonal parking spaces 
on West Main Street will be 
blocked off at 6 a.m. to give 
observers additional space, 
Parallel spaces will remain 
open, she said.

Church parking lots and all parking lots along West Main 
Street also stay open.

Marion Jones of Jones Country Store, local historian 
Bill Crawford and Kelley share the grand-marshal designa-
tion.“The Main Street Sylva Association picked those three 
with the thought that they are all keepers of Christmas past,” 
Dowling said.

Judging the 40-plus floats and other parade participants will 

‘Christmas Past and Present’ 
parades up W. Main Street on Sunday

DAVE RUSSELL/THE HERALD

Sylva’s Christmas tree goes up in the downtown fountain last  Friday. Jeff 
Buchanan, Jake Scott and Radburn Schutters of the Sylva Department 
of Public Works and Matt Allen of Jackson County Public Works pull on 

a rope while Sylva’s Zach Sorrells and Steve Shuler guide the stump 
into the stand. Not pictured is boom operator Tim Dillard. The 

Main Street Sylva Association decorated the tree Tuesday 
and a raffle winner will light it Friday night. 

FILE PHOTO

Sylva’s Christmas Parade dates at least to the 1940s. This 
photo is the oldest parade photo in the town of Sylva’s files.


