
By Dave Russell

COVID-19, commonly called the coronavirus, 
has made its first known appearance in Jackson 
County. COVID-19 is a sometimes-fatal disease 
identified in late 2019 and declared a pandemic 
on March 11. 

As of Wednesday morning, the N.C. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services reported 504 
cases and no deaths. Nationwide, cases number 
44,183 and deaths 544 as of 4 p.m. Tuesday, the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said.

Macon County Public Health was notified 
of the local case Sunday when the patient was 
admitted to Highlands-Cashiers Hospital.

“The patient is a resident of Maryland and 
traveled to their secondary residence in Jackson 
County, where they became ill, and then went to 
HCH’s emergency room for care,” MCPH said 
in a release. The Jackson County Department of 
Public Health was immediately notified of the 
positive results.

According to MCPH, the patient has been 
transported to Mission Hospital in Asheville.

The Jackson County Department of Public 
Health is working with other health officials 
to identify people who came in close contact 
with the patient. The CDC defines close con-

By Beth Lawrence

Police have charged two women and 
two juvenile females in connection with 
an early morning punch-up that occurred 
at the beginning of the month. The brawl 
happened in the parking lot of the former 
Ryan’s Steakhouse about 3 a.m. March 1.

The two women are accused of jump-
ing into the fight between the two teen-
agers.

Sylva Police Chief Chris Hatton, like 
others, is appalled at the behavior of the 
two adults. “To the community this is a 
shocking thing that happened,” he said. 
“This video is hard to watch, and the fact 
that these two women were physically 
involved in a high school girls’ fight is 
sickening.”

The adults were charged by criminal 
summons.

Jessica Nicole Cochran, 36, of Bryson 
City, was charged with simple assault, 
disorderly conduct and contributing to the 
delinquency of a minor.

Hatton said Cochran is the mother of 
one of the girls in the fight.

Jacqueline Steely, 23, of Whittier, also 
faces charges of simple assault, disorderly 
conduct and contributing to the delinquen-
cy of a minor.

Steely is a family friend of Cochran, 
according to Hatton.

Charging the two women was compli-
cated due to the way state laws are written.

“The charges listed for these adults are 
the full extent of our laws as it pertains to 
their actions,” Hatton said. “General stat-
utes can be pretty specific about ages, so 
the only things that fit were simple assault 
and contributing to the delinquency of a 
minor because they helped her fight.”

The two girls, ages 16 and 17, have been 
referred to juvenile services.

Nobody is blameless in the dustup, 
Hatton said.

“At the conclusion of this investigation, 
we compared the actions of each individ-
ual to our general statutes to determine 
what crimes had occurred,” he said. “The 
girl we’re thinking of as the victim, at 
the beginning of the fight, she was on top 
wailing on the other girl.”

Bystanders recorded cell phone video 
of the melee.

Hatton could not say for certain whether 
the fight was prearranged because none of 
the people involved admitted to arranging 
it. Police found out about the fight when 
a parent of one of the participants filed 
a complaint and provided a copy of the 
video.
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By Dave Russell

Visitors and family members of res-
idents at Skyland Care Center have not 
been allowed to enter the facility to visit 
loved ones due to a state mandate issued 
due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandem-
ic. Skyland Care Center staff members 
coordinated a Sunday visit for family 
members of George Hooper of Tuck-
asegee, which was conducted through a 
window and a speaker phone for just a 
few minutes.

Skyland Care Center has been coordi-
nating similar visits with their residents’ Julie Donaldson visits her father, George Hooper of Tuckasegee, through the win-

dow at Skyland Care Center on Sunday. Donaldson’s sister, Beverly Turrentine 
and other family members visited with Hooper as well. 
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By Beth Lawrence

Late Monday afternoon, Jackson 
County expanded the state of emergency 
declaration put in place last week.

The changes reflect and expand on 
measures taken by Gov. Roy Cooper 
earlier Monday limiting the size of 
gatherings and closing down a number 
of nonessential businesses to limit the 
spread of the COVID-19 illness.

Board of Commissioners Chair Brian 
McMahan, with the support of the Board 
of Commissioners, Emergency Manage-
ment Director Todd Dillard and Health 
Director Shelley Carraway made the de-
cision to take the actions of the governor 
a step further.

Cooper ordered a moratorium on 
crowds of 50 or more and ordered certain 
nonessential businesses like nail salons 
and gyms to close.

The county decided to order hotels and 
other lodging establishments closed and 
limit gatherings to 10 people.

“The major change we see in this one is 
it will close all rental properties in Jack-
son County like hotels and rental cabins 
with some exceptions,” McMahan said. 
“The goal is to stop people who do not 
reside in Jackson County from coming 
here to escape what is going on wherever 
they live. It’s so they won’t impact our 
local infrastructure and resources such as 
grocery stores, pharmacies, and hospital 
beds and all those things locals would 

need during this type of crisis.”
Language in the declaration states that 

the move was made to protect residents 
because an “imminent hazard exists,” 
from those participating in “non-essential 
travel (by) non-resident individuals in 
Jackson County.”

The declaration went into effect 
Wednesday, March 25, and extends to all 
municipalities in the county.

Businesses considered essential to sur-
vival will be allowed to remain open. The 
order lists grocery stores, pharmacies, 
convenience stores, gas stations and food 
distribution sites, “to the  extent they sell 
or distribute prepared food.”


