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Big Brothers Big Sisters moving into Jackson
By Tessa Bradshaw

Dorian Palmer, who 
was a “Little,” will never 
forget the day when he 
told his “Big,” Nathan 
Brown, that he was going 
to drop out of school.

Despite Palmer’s threats 
of ending his school career 
at a young age Brown 
made sure, no matter what, that he was 
going to have Palmer graduate high school.

Now Palmer, a 20-year-old high school 
graduate, is working in Jackson County in 
his role as a recruitment and development 
specialist at Big Brother Big Sisters, the 
same organization that gave him his men-
tor and friend when he needed it the most.

The program has been in Western North 
Carolina for more than 35 years and is 
expanding. From Burke County west, the 
nonprofit agency now serves 18 counties, in-
cluding most recently Jackson, Palmer said.

Palmer

Sylva man 
charged in 
crime wave

With admissions last 
month of stealing and 
breaking into motor ve-
hicles, District Attorney 
Ashley Welch said, a 
Sylva man also violat-
ed his probation for an 
earlier ransacking of an 
ambulance and Harris 
Regional Hospital EMS 
building.

Paul Namotka Jr., 29, stole a number of 
items in May 2019 from EMS, including 
computers and potentially life-saving 
medications.

In connection with the latest crimes – 
two counts breaking and entering a motor 
vehicle and possession of a stolen motor 
vehicle – Superior Court Judge Brad Letts 
sentenced Namotka to serve a minimum 
prison term of eight months and a maxi-
mum prison term of 19 months.

For the probation violation, the judge 
imposed an additional minimum prison 
term of 31 months to a maximum prison 
term of 76 months.

Total, Namotka faces 39 to 95 months 
in the N.C. Department of Adult Cor-
rections.

A Sylva resident told officers on Oct. 

This program assigns kids with adults 
who can mentor them throughout child-
hood. Most children are selected between 
the ages of 6-15, but mentors are with the 
children until they graduate high school, 
said Stephen Hunter, program coordinator 
of BBBS in Jackson County.

“Our purpose is to unite potential youth 
with a one-on-one mentoring program 
that builds a friendship with a purpose,” 
he said.

The program is for any child who needs 
additional support in their life, he said.

“We service kids who are typically 
from single family households, live with 
their grandparents or are in the foster care 
system,” Hunter said.

Regardless of what situation the child is 
in, all children are welcome to participate 
in the program, he said.

Volunteers can become a “Big” through 
a vetting process, which consists of feder-
al, state and local background checks with 
four references, Hunter said.

The term “Big” defines the adult men-
tor in organization and a “Little” are the 
children who are seeking mentorship from 
an adult.

Anyone over the age of 18 who fits 
the requirements for the different mentor 
types, such as for the community based, 
school based and after school programs, 
can become “Bigs.”

“I know that I would not have made 
that or made any successful strides in life 
without Big Brothers Big Sisters,” Palmer 
said. “That is why I am such an advocate 
for this program. Such an advocate for 
love and friendship because without those 
two things in life you just won’t make it.”

According to their website, the goals 
of this experience are to inspire, empower 
and ignite potential.

“It was important that it happen,” Palm-
er said about graduating high school. “Be-
cause otherwise I truly don’t know where 
I would be. I would probably be in prison 
just because statistically that is where 

I am supposed to be. Biracial male, 20 
years old, impoverished, young life. Just 
statistically speaking that’s where I should 
be, but that is not who I am as a person.”

Palmer believes this program saved his 
life and made him change for the better. 
Due to the change in his life, he is now 
working with the program to continue 
helping make change in children’s lives 
all around WNC, he said.

This program has helped reach more 
than 14,000 youth in over 35 years, ac-
cording to the BBBS of WNC website.

To learn more about how to enroll a 
child, become a volunteer or learn more 
about the program, visit www.bbbswnc.org.

Tessa Bradshaw is an intern at The 
Sylva Herald.

usee COVID-19, 5A

NCoptimum.com

1 Gig Internet is now available

Jackson County just got faster

Download speeds up to 940 Mbps wired connection. WiFi speeds may vary.

By Dave Russell

The Delta variant continues its surge 
across the world and in Jackson Coun-
ty, making vaccination more important 
than ever, in spite of so-called “break-
through” cases, health officials say.

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention states 35,000 of 162 
million vaccinated people in the U.S. 
will suffer a COVID-19 infection every 
week; 21 cases for every 100,000 fully 
vaccinated people. Meanwhile, there 
will be about 179 infections among 
every 100,000 unvaccinated people 

per week.
Testing and vaccinations are on the 

rise in Jackson County.
The Jackson County Department of 

Public Health offers COVID-19 testing 
during normal business hours, 8-11:30 
a.m. and 1-4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday. 
Appointments are required by calling 
587-8289. COVID testing is provided 
curbside.

“We are seeing an increase in people 
scheduling appointments for COVID-19 
testing,” said Anna Lippard of the 
health department. “We have seen a 
large increase over the last two weeks 

for COVID-19 vaccines. As a matter of 
fact, we a saw a 305 percent increase 
from the week of July 12 to last week.”

Lippard also announced the summer 
card program offered by the N.C. De-
partment of Health and Human Services 
have increased from $25 to $100 for 
those getting a first dose vaccine. Driv-
ers are still eligible for $25 per trip. The 

program goes through Aug. 31.
“Case counts are rising, and the Delta 

variant has a measurable presence in 
Jackson County,” she said. “The last 
report we received for wastewater sur-
veillance showed the highest viral con-
centration observed since mid-January 

Namotka
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Temperatures climbed into the 90s as July rolled into August in Sylva, but the thermometer backed off a bit with the 
arrival of cooler air and rain as the first week of the month progressed.

COVID-19 cases in North Carolina have taken a sharp uptick as the Delta 
variant, a highly transmissible and potent strain, ravages the state.

Hot Summer days 
in Sylva

COVID 
  cases and 

   vaccinations climbing 


