
An ambitious new system of bike trails could come to the area soon.

Sylva man 
dies in fire 

Sylva the site of the highest biking trail in the East?
Plan would claim crown from Jefferson National Forest attraction

Fisher Creek blaze 

cause undetermined
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By Dave Russell

Outdoor recreation opportunities and 
tourism dollars spent in Jackson County 
will expand by leaps and bounds when 
35 miles of multi-use trails are con-
structed in Sylva’s Pinnacle Park and 
surrounding properties.

The town board heard about the plan 
at last Thursday’s meeting.

Sylva leaders approached the Nan-
tahala Area Southern Off-Road Bicycle 
Association (NAS) in September, asking 
the nonprofit trail advocacy group to de-
velop a conceptual design for a multi-use 
trail system on the 441-acre Blackrock 
Creek and 1,088-acre Pinnacle Park 
properties.

The Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
then reached out to NAS to extend the 
conceptual design to include the adjacent 
470-acre Shut-in Tract. NAS began re-
mote mapping a trail system that would 
spread across about 2,000 acres on the 
three properties.

The area is divided by the Plott Bal-
sam Ridge, with access to the Shut-in 
and Blackrock properties from the north 
off U.S. 19 and from the South into Pin-
nacle on Fisher Creek Road.

“To come up with a system we had 
to think of a vision, like ‘What do we 
want this trail system to serve, who do 
we want it to serve and how do we want 
it implemented?’ There’s a lot of char-
acteristics and user experience thought 
that we ran through,” NAS Trails Coor-
dinator Wes Bintz told the board.

The result was what Bintz referred to 
as a stacked loop trail system.

Beginner-friendly, higher traffic, wid-
er-tread trails would be near the parking 
area with more technically challenging 
trails as the system gets farther from 
the trailhead. That layout reduces user usee Park, 5A
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By Dave Russell

As of Monday, the Jackson County 
Department of Public Health had 
administered 4,058 first doses and 
1,278 second doses of the Moderna 
COVID-19 vaccine.

Those numbers should increase by 
at least 500 each week for the next 
three weeks, according to JCPDH 
Deputy Health Director Melissa 
McKnight.

“The N.C. Department of Health 
and Human Services lets us know 
of our baseline allocation for three 
weeks,” she said. “JCDPH’s cur-
rent baseline allocation is 500 first 
doses. We hope this will continue or 
increase in future weeks. We want to 
be able to offer a COVID-19 vaccine 
to everyone in our community who 
wants one. This will take time, as it 
depends on supply which is limited 

COVID-19 
vaccination 

opportunities 
increasing

High-flying 
Mustang

High school football returned 
to North Carolina last week, 
and Smoky Mountain’s 
Dustin Stephens was flying 
high as he hurdled a Madison 
defender for a touchdown in 
a 48-7 win.

conflict and allows outdoor users to 
venture farther into the system’s more 
challenging trails once they gain confi-
dence on the loops closer to the parking 
area, Bintz said.

“This trail system is designed to kind 

of serve two populations, but also it 
works well in the progression of some-
one’s comfort and aptitude for being in 
the wilderness,” he said. “The goal is to 

By Dave Russell

A Sylva man died when a Friday eve-
ning fire tore through his mobile home in 
the Fisher Creek area.

Property owner James Moore was the 
only occupant of the trailer at 44 Labor 
Day Drive when a fire broke out in the 
living room, Sylva Fire Chief Mike Beck 
said.

The call came in shortly after 7 p.m.
The cause of the fire is “undetermined” 

at this time. The State Bureau of Investiga-
tion is involved, standard procedure when 
a fire results in a fatality, Beck said.

The trailer was a total loss.
“The fire was already through the roof 

by the time we got there,” Beck said. “So 
really, the guy had no chance. We had it 
under control in about 20 minutes or so 
from the time we arrived on the scene. Of 
course that was too late for him. I think he 
was gone before we got there. It was a bad 
deal. He just didn’t get out for whatever 
reason.”

A neighbor told fire personnel Moore 
would probably be in the house, Beck said. 

The man’s dog escaped the house and 
ran away but came back Saturday.

“We assume the dog was in there with 
him, the neighbor said it usually was,” 
Beck said. 

In addition to Sylva, units from the Bal-


