
Dogwood Crafters member Alva Houston stands with a display 
of some of her handmade dolls at the store in Dillsboro. 

Defendant Mary Harper appears in Jackson County Superior Court 
with her attorneys after entering an Alford plea to charges surrounding 
a car wreck that took the life of her friend Shannon Marsden.
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Dogwood seeks crafty new members

usee COVID-19, 7A

usee County, 7A

usee Harper, 7A

DAVE RUSSELL/THE HERALD

PHOTO/ QUINTIN ELLISON

By Dave Russell

The creations of 85 
crafters in the 2,788 
square feet of Dills-
boro’s Dogwood Craft-
ers isn’t enough for Di-
rector Brenda Anders.

“We always say there is room for one 
more,” Anders said. “I would say we 
could hold another 20 crafters. We can 
always scoot over and have more room.”

Crafters within a 175-mile radius of 
Dogwood’s 90 Webster St. building in 
Dillsboro are welcome. 

“We have that in place because they 
need to be able to come to the shop and 
take care of their inventory,” she said. 
“And hopefully work at the shop.”

Dogwood has two levels of member-
ship for crafters.

Those who put in 176 hours per year 
at the shop working the register and 
assisting customers pay only 20 percent 
of sales to Dogwood. 

“That’s only 16 hours per month,” 
she said. 

Those who do not work at the store pay 
a 40 percent commission, Anders said 

Anders is looking to expand both mem-
bership and the collective’s offerings.

“We don’t have a lot of wooden bowls 
right now,” she said. “We don’t have 
any carved wooden spoons, we don’t 

have anybody making tin punch ware, 
or weaving.”

Other categories are full.
“Photography right now is pretty full,” 

she said. “We put people on a waiting 
list, and when somebody drops out they 
would be brought in.”

The turnover rate for crafters is almost 
zero.

“When people die, they drop out, 
or when they are so old and go to the 
nursing home, they drop out, but most 
people persevere and stay in,” she said.

Most of the crafters making the rugs, 
dolls, jewelry, candles, quilts and other 
traditional craft are from Jackson County.
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Jackson leaders hear more about 
a potential namesake change

New research: Origin of name a bit of a mystery

By Beth Lawrence

The Jackson County Board of Commissioners heard 
an update on the question of redesignating the person for 
whom the county is named at a recent work session.

At its Feb. 9 meeting County Attorney Heather Baker 
told the board she could not find a precedent that would 
prohibit the board from changing the county’s namesake.

In January commissioners were presented with the 
renaming proposal. The Eastern Band of the Cherokee 
Indian Tribal Council passed resolution 324 supporting 
the idea of changing the county’s namesake to honor the 
late Principal Chief Walter S. Jackson of the EBCI, May 
1923-April 1971.

It is believed that Jackson County was named after 
President Andrew Jackson.

Baker and librarians from the Jackson County Public 
Library and Western Carolina University could not verify 
that as fact.

“(We) went back into the North Carolina legislation,” 
Baker said. “We found the 1850-51 session law where 
Jackson County was created. The law itself mentions noth-
ing about how the name came about. I went in and found 

Jackson

Harper sentenced in 2017 
No Name wreck case

Will spend 3 days a year in jail 3 straight years

A woman who wrecked while driving im-
paired, killing a close friend after the two left 
the now-shuttered No Name Bar in Sylva, will 
spend three days a year in jail for three consecu-
tive years, District Attorney Ashley Welch said.

Shannon Marsden, 28, of Sylva died at the 
Nov. 4, 2017, wreck scene on Skyland Drive.

At her parents’ request, Superior Court Judge 
Athena Brooks on Monday ordered driver 
Mary Harper, 41, of Sylva to serve the days 
in jail over three weekends that most closely 
follow the anniversary of Marsden’s death.

Additionally, Harper must undergo sub-
stance-abuse treatment and serve the com-
munity by discussing with groups – such as 

students – the consequences of her decision 
to drive that night while impaired.

Marsden’s parents were in court.
“They are a family of compassion, not 

vengeance,” Assistant District Attorney Chris 
Matheson told Judge Brooks. “They did not 
want Mary sentenced as a felon with active 
time in prison.”

Brooks confirmed, with them, the wishes 
of Marsden’s parents. The judge told them 
although she could not heal the hole in their 
hearts, she did hope to perhaps help soften 
the edges.

the journal of the Senate and the 
journal of the House of Commons 
… It never once mentioned where 
the name came from.”

She also found an 1852 supple-
mental law that re-formed the county because the original 
session failed to designate a county seat. That supplement 
does not appoint Andrew Jackson as the county’s namesake 
either, Baker said.

Additionally Baker spoke with Kara Millonzi of the 
University of North Carolina School of Government who 
agreed with Baker’s determination that there was nothing 
legislatively that would prohibit the county from desig-
nating Chief Walter Jackson as the county’s namesake.

“It’s up to you if you want to move forward on that, 
(and) how you want to do that,” Baker said.

At January’s meeting Board Chair Brian McMahan and 
Commissioner Tom Stribling expressed reservations about 
changing the designation while Commissioners Gayle 
Woody and Boyce Deitz supported the idea.

Baker also noted that the EBCI had offered to provide 

By Dave Russell

Jackson County Department of Public 
Health Deputy Director Melissa McKnight 
gave the Sylva town board a COVID-19 
update at last Thursday’s meeting.

The county’s death toll stands at 47, with 
about 80 percent of those occurring in resi-
dents 65 and older, McKnight told the board.

Responding to community concerns 
that the JCDPH was not saving vaccines 
for Jackson County residents, McKnight 
said “we’re just happy to get vaccines in 
as many arms as possible.”

The health department is obligated to 
vaccinate anyone who asks and fits the 
guidelines.

“Our vaccine allocation comes from the 
federal government, it is a federal resource, a 
federal supply, which means it has no bound-
aries,” McKnight said. “So any vaccine that 
comes to Jackson County or to our health 
department we can give to anyone and we are 
required to give to anyone who asks for it.”

The health department has vaccinated 
people from South Carolina, Florida and 
other N.C. counties, she said.

On Tuesday the N.C. Department of 
Health and Human Services announced 
new guidelines saying providers no longer 
have to offer vaccines to those who don’t 
live, work or spend “significant time” in 
North Carolina.

The JCDPH drive-thru clinics at the 
Department on Aging can service about 
100-125 people per hour, she said.

“The clinics are not the hard part,” she 
said. “It’s making sure that we have access 
and are able to adequately schedule those 
in our community who are eligible.”

At one point, the pre-registration list had 


