
Iron Horse Auction Company of Rockingham is handling the sale of Dillsboro’s 
historic Jarrett House at 10 a.m. Monday at the Justice Center.

By Beth Lawrence

A Sylva man is facing 
charges from two law en-
forcement agencies after 
fleeing from police last 
week.

Leander Jacob Jarrell, 
28, of Race Lane was 
arrested for one count of 
breaking and entering and 
two counts of resisting a public officer af-
ter allegedly leading Sylva Police officers 
on a foot chase last Wednesday.

Jarrell was wanted on charges that he 
allegedly “violently” assaulted another per-
son and a dog, said SPD Chief Chris Hatton.

The Jackson County Sheriff’s Office 
issued warrants for Jarrell’s arrest on 
Monday, Oct. 12, for assault inflicting 
serious bodily injury, assault with a deadly 
weapon and cruelty to animals.

On Oct. 14 Jarrell was spotted near Wal-
green’s and police were called to the scene.

“When Sgt. Zack Stiles and Officer 
Maleah Mathis approached the area, Jarrell 
fled on foot,” Hatton said.

Jarrell fled in the direction of Creekside 

Man is arrested 
after foot chase 

with SPD officers

A piece of local history up for bid on Monday

Jarrell
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By Dave Russell

One of Jackson County’s iconic proper-
ties, The Jarrett House, goes to the auction 
block at 10 a.m. Monday at the Justice 
Center. 

Iron Horse Auction Company of Rock-
ingham is handling the sale for First Citizens 
Bank, according to Will Lilly, president and 
chief executive officer of Iron Horse.

The property has a tax value of 
$1,100,110, and the restaurant space next 
door will sell with the hotel. Its tax value 
is listed at $525,420.

The property is one of 20 Jackson 
County sites on the National Register of 
Historic Places.

Dillsboro founder William Allen Dills 
built the hotel in 1884.

“The best outcome would be for the 
property to be purchased and restored, 
while incorporating new luxury amenities 
and updated offerings that most guests 
expect to enjoy now while on vacation,” 
said Julie Donaldson, director of the Jack-
son County Chamber of Commerce. “The 
Jarrett House has long been known for 
genuine southern hospitality and delicious 
comfort food. It has also served as one the 
‘staples’ of the region.”

Donaldson and her staff receive calls 
weekly from folks asking about The Jarrett 
House.

“Guests are always disappointed to hear 
that it is closed,” she said. “People who vis-

ited The Jarrett House also typically would 
spend some time shopping in Dillsboro, so 
in the past, if The Jarrett House was open, 
we could expect that it would be busier in 
Dillsboro on those particular days.”
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By Dave Russell

Jackson County’s reported COVID-19 cases jumped by a re-
cord-high 40 on Friday, 29 on Monday and 39 Tuesday, according 
to the health department.

The county currently has 108 people isolating due to COVID-19 in-
fection, the most since the pandemic began. That’s up 42 from 66 last week.

“This is reflective of trends across the state, unfortunately,” said Melissa McK-
night, deputy director of the Jackson County Department of Public Health. “North 
Carolina reported its highest one-day increase of COVID-19 cases on Oct. 16.”

Friday’s dramatic jump beat the county’s previous one-day high mark of 29 re-
ported cases, reached twice in July.

Community spread is the culprit, McKnight said. 
“At this time, we haven’t associated these cases with a cluster or an outbreak,” 

she said. “We are seeing cases across all demographics and areas in our county. This 
virus travels better in cooler, less humid weather and as our weather cools, people are 

County, state seeing 
rapid increase in 
COVID numbers

County schools 
now feeling

 impact of COVID

Dillsboro Mayor Mike Fitzgerald would 
welcome anything that would attract peo-
ple, he said. 

“I don’t know exactly what that would 
be,” he said. “The business model is no 
longer viable, I don’t think. I don’t know 
if you’d want to have it as an inn, maybe 
it could be dining and retail,” he said. 
“There’s got to be a niche it would fit, I 
just don’t know what it is.”

The Jarrett House was a long-time an-
chor for the town. 

“That was the thing to turn for,” he said. 
“You could find The Jarrett House before 
the Huddle House or anything else was in 
town. It was always there.”

Everyone is welcome to raise their hand 
and make a bid at the Justice Center 

The winning bidder would have to put 
down a 5 percent down payment, but that 
does not guarantee them the keys to the 
front door.

The clerk of court will hold the sale 
open for 10 days in case of an upset bid. 
Another bidder could come along with an 
additional 5 percent of the sale amount and 
take the property. Another 10-day cycle 
would then start.

The auction was originally set for Sept. 
22, but was postponed to Monday.

By Dave Russell

COVID-19 has severely impacted the custodial staff at 
Smoky Mountain High School. Of an eight-person staff, Assistant 

Superintendent Jake Buchanan reports one positive case and five 
custodians isolating due to exposure to the victim.

Another custodian is home with a child from Smokey Mountain Ele-
mentary School, which has gone to remote-only instruction due to a COVID 
cluster. That student has not shown symptoms of COVID, Buchanan said.

The school system is organizing personnel to handle the challenge and the high 
school will stay safe and clean, he said.

“We have some part-time custodians who we are going to make full-time for the 
next two weeks,” he said. “We also have bus drivers who we are going to allow to 
get up to 40 hours who have previously served as custodians.”

The school has additional staff who have been trained in the sanitation effort 
who will take on those duties, including some teachers.

Jackson 
heads to 
the polls

Voters line up at the Board of Elec-
tions office on the first day of early 
voting. One-Stop voting began last 
Thursday and goes through Oct. 
31. Hours are Monday through 
Friday 8 a.m. until 7:30 p.m., Sat-
urday Oct. 17 and 24 from 8 a.m. 
until 6 p.m. and Oct. 31 from 8 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. One-Stop sites are at the 
Board of Elections office on Sky-
land Drive, the Qualla Community 
Building, the University Center at 
Western Carolina University, the 
Cullowhee Recreation Center and 
the Cashiers Recreation Center. 
New this year are absentee return 
centers at all the One-Stop sites. 
Election Day is Nov. 3.
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