
AWAKE lined courthouse hill in Sylva with pinwheels as a symbol of awareness 
of and prevention of child abuse.

By Dave Russell

Good news for Americans who want 
to travel now that the thermometer is 
turning redder – those fully vaccinated 
against COVID-19 can travel “at low risk 
to themselves,” Dr. Rochelle Walensky, 
director of the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention said at a White House news 
conference last Friday.

Both domestic and international travel 
are on the table, but travelers must take 
precautions like wearing a mask to avoid 
possibly spreading the virus, she said.

Still, federal officials contend travel 
should only be taken if necessary.

County inching 
towards a new 

post-COVID era

Focus is on child abuse during April
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By Beth Lawrence

April is National Child Abuse Preven-
tion Month but prevention should be a 
year-round effort, AWAKE Children’s 
Advocacy Center Director Renee Cow-
ard said.

“This is the kind of situation that is 
often shunned in conversation,” she said. 
“A lot of people think that child abuse is 
something that should be dealt with as 
a family issue or a family problem. The 
reality is, it’s a community problem. It’s 
not something that we can afford to push 
under the carpet.”

To observe the month, AWAKE lined 
the hill in front of the Jackson County 
Public Library with pinwheels, the 
symbol of awareness and prevention 
adopted by Prevent Child Abuse Amer-
ica because people react positively to 
pinwheels, and pinwheels represent joy, 
innocence and childhood fancy.

Lampposts downtown will also sport 
blue ribbons.

Education and awareness about abuse 
might be needed more this year because 
instances of child abuse have risen 
during the pandemic, Coward said.

COVID-19 impact
A health crisis, lockdowns, virtual 

learning and other factors created a 
situation right for emotions to boil over.

“There’s added stress because of loss 
of income or loss of employment,” she 
said. “Parents are having added respon-
sibility of being co-teachers. It was hard 
enough on snow days in the past when 
you had your kids for two or three days. 
Imagine that being months at a time.”

These issues are not a direct link to 
child abuse, but extra pressure and fewer 

resources can be factors in abuse.
From August 2020 to January 2021 

AWAKE saw a 144 percent increase in 
child medical exams and a 17 percent 
increase in forensic interviews over the 
same period in 2019-20.

The severity of cases has also in-
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Friday fire claims life of Greens Creek woman
By Dave Russell

An elderly woman in the Greens Creek 
community died Friday in an early morn-
ing fire.

Someone driving by the residence at 
14 Old Mater Farm Road called the fire 
into 911 dispatch at 1:23 a.m., according 
to Jackson County Fire Marshal Michael 
Forbis. The house is within a stone’s throw 
of the new Savannah Fire Department 
building.

Linda Lou James, 75, died when a fire 
started in the bathroom downstairs from 
where she was sleeping, Forbis said. 

“It appears she was in bed,” Forbis said. 
“Judging by the orientation of her covers, 
it looks like she threw the covers back and 
went into the bathroom. We assume she 
may have gone into the bathroom because 
there was a fire or something going on and 
possibly did succumb to smoke inhalation, 
but we don’t know that.”

James was found in the bathroom, he 
said.

A cause of death had not been deter-
mined, Forbis said.

“We don’t know if she died due to 
something that happened in the bathroom 
or it was smoke inhalation,” he said. “They 
took her body down to Winston-Salem for 
an autopsy.

“We did a joint investigation with the 
Jackson County Sheriff’s Office and the 
State Bureau of Investigation and from 
everything we determined it started in 
the bathroom, which was downstairs,” he 
said. “It appeared to be an accidental fire 
involving an electrical heater.”

Savannah Fire Department had an “ex-
tremely quick response” time, Forbis said. 

“It was eight minutes from when the call 
went out to when they first got on the scene 
because they were so close,” he said. “It was 
contained very quickly, the fire department 
did a great job with it. They did an exterior 
attack and then were able to gain entry into 
the house. The house was locked, so they 

The cause of death of Linda Lou James, 75, at her residence at 14 Old Mater Farm 
Road had yet to be determined at press time.

Sylva’s town board listens as Buddy Sanders addresses them. Sanders and many 
of his neighbors oppose a new apartment project near their home, he said.
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By Dave Russell

The word “dramatic” rarely comes 
into play when describing a meeting of 
any kind, but the adjective fit the meeting 
Sylva held last week.

To make it from plan to reality, one major 
step for the Canyon Chase apartments would 
be approval of four tenets by the Sylva 
Board of Adjustment on Thursday, April 1.

The application from KRP Invest-
ments originally called for a single 
four-story building containing 84 units 
(44 one-bedroom units; 40 two-bedroom 
units) for 124 total bedrooms on Skyland 
Drive near the intersection of Chipper 
Curve Road. The developer, Karen Perry, 
told the crowd gathered at Bridge Park on 
the 40-degree, windy day that to make the 
project more amenable to the community, 
she would lower it by one story.

Each tenet required a majority vote 
from the board. With board member 
Greg McPherson absent, Mayor Lynda 

Apartment developers bat .500 at Sylva meeting

Sossamon not only led the meeting but 
was called on to cast tie-breaking votes.

Three times Sossamon asked if the project 
met the tenet. Three times board members 
Mary Gelbaugh and Barbara Hamilton 
voted against, and three times David Nestler 
and Ben Guiney voted in favor.

Sossamon had broken the first three 
ties with a vote in favor of the project. 

She read the fourth tenet, “The location 
and the character of the proposed use will be 
in harmony with the area in which it is to be 
located and in general conformity with the 
development of the town and its environs.”

Again, it was two for, two against.
Sossamon paused as she considered 

her tie-breaking vote and the fate of 
Canyon Chase.

The pregnant pause lasted 47 
seconds.

“I vote against on this one,” she 
finally said. “So this will not pass.”

Many of the remaining attendees 
– about 30 – clapped and cheered.

Eight of them had earlier spoken 
against the project.

The meeting was originally set 
to be an online meeting streamed 
on the town’s YouTube channel, but 
opponents of Canyon Chase request-
ed town leaders hold the meeting at 
the Bridge Park Pavilion to allow 
for more attendance and public com-
ment. Just over 50 people had shown 
up at 5 p.m. for the meeting.

The Bluffs approved
The first of two developments to 

come before the bundled-up board 
was The Bluffs. It was approved in 


