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Allison Reid (left) and assistant manager Ashlan Jones working at the 
new delicatessen in Harold’s Supermarket. 

Businesses open, expand in Sylva
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Construction is underway in three 
downtown Sylva buildings, making 
room for beer, Mexican food and art.

There’s a new stop for local pro-
duce and an eclectic mixture of other 
items on the south side. Rotisserie 
chickens and three-meat sub sand-
wiches are popular fare at a new deli 
counter in town.

Downtown Sylva’s taproom tour 
soon has another stop, as Franklin’s 
Lazy Hiker Brewing Co. opens a 
taproom in conjunction with Mad 
Batter, 617 W. Main St. 

As planned, the taproom will fea-
ture Mad Batter’s full menu and 12-
15 brews on tap, said Graham Norris, 
Lazy Hiker head brewer.  

A name has not been nailed down, 
but it would be something along 
the lines of “Lazy Hiker Taproom,” 
featuring the “Mad Batter Kitchen,” 
he said. 

The building is closed during ren-
ovations, which should take about 
a month and include a pet-friendly 
patio and outdoor space. 

The businesses plan to hold a 
grand opening on Aug. 23. 

“Downtown Sylva will be an even 
more well-known beer destination, 
with four breweries within walking 
distance of one another,” Norris said.

Mad Batter will discontinue show-
ing free weekend movies, owner 
Jeannette Evans said.

“There will be other activities that 
I think the community will enjoy,” 
she said. “We’ve absolutely adored 
being in Sylva for the past five years 
and know our customers will love 
the changes, especially the addition 
of patio spaces.”

Sheetrock is up and the floor has 

been laid at the new El Patron loca-
tion in one-half of the old Flowers 
Baking Co. building at 86 W. Main 
St., across from Wilson Chiropractic. 
The opening date was postponed 
from August to September, owner 
Jose Lopez said. 

As planned, the new location will 
have outdoor dining, a full service 
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By Dave Russell

One of the three constants of Sylva Police Chief 
Tammy Hooper’s life – faith, family and law enforce-
ment – comes to an end when she vacates her corner 
office Aug. 1.

After a two-year stint as chief, the first female to 
hold that post in Sylva, Hooper, 50, is stepping away 
from 30 years in local law enforcement, the only work 
she has known since she was 19 years old. 

Hooper’s law-enforcement career started in 1989 as 
secretary and receptionist for a former regional drug 
task force that included Jackson County. She went 
on to work as a jailer and dispatcher for the county.

“Sheriff Robert Allen offered me a detective’s 
position, working juvenile sex abuse cases,” she said. 
“That was a very tough position and some cases still 
bother me to this day.” 

She worked full time while attending basic law 
enforcement training at Southwestern Community 
College. 

“I worked eight hours a day as a detective and went 
to night school,” she said. “It was very hard working 
and going to school, but it was well worth it.”

During that time, she assisted in one of the biggest 

Hooper shattered 
Sylva glass ceiling

“ I’m honored 
for the opportuni-
ty to have worked 
with such great 
officers and to 
have served the 
people of Sylva.”

— Police Chief 

Tammy Hooper

By Dave Russell

Chris Joyell of the Asheville Design Center is sched-
uled to make a presentation about the N.C. 107/U.S. 23 
Business construction project at the Sylva town board 
meeting at 5:30 p.m. today (Thursday). 

Beginning in 2023, three years of road construction 
along N.C. 107 and a portion of U.S. 23 Business will 
mean the elimination of the center turn lane on N.C. 
107 in favor of a 17.5-foot grass median and 5-foot 
bike lanes. Upgrades are slated for the N.C. 107/U.S. 
23 Business intersection, and from U.S. 23 Business 
to Dillardtown Road and Municipal Drive.

The town board invited Asheville Design Center into 
the planning process. Joyell and a team of engineers 
and planners examined the project and gathered public 
comment. He plans to present information he received 
from his team, such as modifications for N.C. 107’s 
intersections at U.S. 23 Business and Webster Road, 
tree recommendations, lane widths and bicycle and 
pedestrian amenities, he said.

“Some of the recommendations we’re going to have 
will bump up against the N.C. Department of Tranpor-
tation’s regulations, so it’s a matter of where they have 
some wiggle room,” he said. 

The next step for the ADC is to work up a final report 
to distribute to the town, DOT and other interested 
parties, such as the Smart Roads Alliance, he said. He 
expects to have that report completed by the end of July. 

“I don’t think we had anything earth-shattering to 
recommend, because I can’t help but feel like this has 
been looked at so closely for so long that we were not 
going to be able to turn over any stones and find a 
miracle solution underneath,” he said.

Design Center to 
offer update on 
N.C. 107 project
Presentation scheduled late 
today at Sylva board meeting

Sylva Public Works Director Jake Scott shovels gravel Tuesday into a sinkhole near the town fountain.
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Search for answers: 
Sylva has a new sinkhole

usee Sinkhole, 7A

By Quintin Ellison

Officials this week said they hope 
a sinkhole near Sylva’s fountain 
proves a relatively small fix for a 
single government entity, not a great 
big complicated mess that would 
involve multiple agencies, both state 
and local.

To find the answer, the N.C. 
Department of Transportation ear-
lier this week scheduled a sinkhole 
investigation for today (Thursday), 

starting at 8 a.m. Town officials 
notified residents and news organi-
zations the segment of Keener Street 
between Jackson and West Main 
streets would close for the duration 
of NCDOT’s inspection.

The sinkhole’s opening is about 2 
feet by 2 feet. It’s an estimated 4-feet 
in depth, according to officials. The 
sinkhole’s width below the surface is 
anybody’s guess, at least as the Her-
ald was going to print on Wednesday 
morning.

A county worker discovered the 
sinkhole July 2 in the decorative 
fountain brick adjacent to Keener 
Street, bordering West Main Street. 
He notified Sylva officials. They 
traced the problem to a NCDOT 
drain that’s fed through old terracotta 
(clay) pipe. 

The terracotta pipe “has reached 
its life expectancy,” said Kyle 
Baldwin, Jackson County road 


