
By Ruth Dahl

Western Carolina Uni-
versity’s steam plant is still 
running on long outdated 
equipment and is in major 
need of upgrades, and the 
powers-that-be from down 
east are paying attention.

On Thursday, March 
6, interim UNC System 
President Dr. Bill Roper visited WCU 
to tour the aging facility and address the 
budget impasse that continues to take its 
toll on the university and the state.

The budget under discussion is currently 
nine months overdue, making it impossible 
for WCU to move forward with steam 
plant updates.

“It’s working today, but we’re one cat-
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By Dave Russell

A Sylva man facing a misdemeanor cru-
elty to animals charge now finds himself 
facing a felony charge following a March 
2 grand jury indictment, District Attorney 
Ashley Welch said.

Trevor Scott Broom, 22, of Fisher Creek 
Road, is alleged on Dec. 21 to have fired a 
.22 rifle shot from a truck that struck and 
killed an 11-year-old cat named “Ryder.” 
He was also ticketed for driving while his 
license was revoked.

Ryder’s owner, Christina Daniels, was in 
her driveway on Platinum Drive in Tuck-
asegee when she heard the shot, she said.

“I saw Ryder running to our house 
while the truck sped up the road,” Daniels 
alleges. “The neighbor tried to stop the 
truck, but the truck ran our neighbor off 
the road.”

Family pet killed 
in driveway of 
owner; felony 
charges filed

usee Abuse, 5A

news • shopping • entertainment

In Print & Online
828.586.2611
www.thesylvaherald.com

The Sylva HeraldSubscribe
                   Today!

In-county 
print subscription 

for 
Only $30.50 a year + 
Free Online Access
Call or go online to activate home delivery.

6 89076 04919 1

Get news delivered to your feed:

www.facebook.com/
sylvaheraldnewspaper

Twitter: @thesylvaherald

A look at Gov. Cooper’s 
emergency declaration regarding

Coronavirus
 on page 3A

AND RURALITE MARCH 12, 2020

www.thesylvaherald.com

SYLVA, N.C. 28779

VOLUME 95   NO. 1

$100   

THE SYLVA HERALD
An award-winning newspaper serving Jackson County since 1926

Former Ryan’s lot scene 
of early morning fisticuffs
By Beth Lawrence

The Sylva Police Department is in-
vestigating a parking lot brawl that took 
place at the former Ryan’s Steakhouse 
in the early hours of March 1, allegedly 
involving children and adults.

The participants met in the lot at 3 
a.m., Police Chief Chris Hatton said.

Hatton could confirm only a few 
details because the incident is under 
investigation.

“We have been working hard on this 
case,” Hatton said. “It’s a lot of facts to 
get straight; many interviews have been 
done already. We cannot rush through 
these types of investigations.”

No 911 call was made during the 
incident, but word of the fight spread 
because bystanders recorded videos.

A criminal complaint was made later.
“One of the victims/suspects parents 

came to the SPD to report the incident,” 
Hatton said. “The reporting parents pro-
vided us a copy (of the video), and we 
met with Smoky Mountain High School 
officials to share information and begin 
our investigation. School officials were 
100 percent cooperative.”

Hatton could not say how many peo-
ple were involved in the melee or what 
their ages were.

It is not unusual for teens to fight, but 
this fight is being closely scrutinized 
because it allegedly involved two adults.

In the video, two girls can be seen 
grappling on the asphalt and throwing 
punches. What appears to be an adult 
woman stands over the two. Several 
times she appears to want to separate the 
two or become involved in some way. 

At one point, what appears to be a 

second adult woman gets out of the 
passenger side of a car, runs over and 
separates the two. She grabs the girl on 
top by the hair and refuses to release her.

She holds the girl by the hair while 
the girl on the ground gets up and begins 
to throw punches at the girl being held. 
The woman appears to attempt to step 
between the girls for a few seconds, but 
refuses to let go of the first teen’s hair.

The girl can be heard saying, “Let go 
of my hair,” and later “Get the (exple-
tive) off me.”

The girl being held ends up being 
dragged to the ground while the woman 
continues to hold her hair and the other 
girl pummels her.

Later, a third teen girl attempts to 
jump into the fray to help her friend, but 
the first woman pushes her away several 
different times.

Eventually a number of male bystand-
ers step in to pull the two apparent adults 
and the girls apart.

Hatton said he expects the investiga-
tion to yield results. 

“I absolutely believe there will be 
criminal charges for multiple individ-
uals,” he said. “We have also been in 
conversation with the district attorney’s 
office about this case.”

Hatton suggested that charges could 
range from simple assault to more seri-
ous charges.

As for the two alleged adults reported-
ly involved, possible charges will depend 
on the ages of the children assaulted.

“The statutes are very particular when 
it comes to age if an adult hits a child in 
a fight,” he said.

Bystanders recorded video of a fight 
that took place around 3 a.m. March 1 in 
the former Ryan’s Steakhouse parking 
lot in Sylva.

Tyler Watras of Signs & Designs 
carries the new sign for The Table 
up the West Main Street sidewalk. 
The “made-from-scratch” eatery 
will open sometime in April, owner 
Dawn Kluver said.

A sign proclaiming Gordmans 
March 31 grand opening swings 

in the wind below the Peebles sign 
at 670 W. Main St. Parent company 

Stage Stores is closing Peebles stores 
and re-opening them as Gordmans.
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Roper visits 
WCU, calls 
for leaders 

in Raleigh to 
pass budget

Businesses 
are buzzing in Sylva

By Dave Russell

A new restaurant and the long-awaited 
opening of another, two new options for 
medical care, a hunting store that replicates 
the one it replaces and a re-branded depart-
ment store highlight Sylva’s ever-changing 
business scene.

At 646 W. Main St., The Table, described 
by owner Dawn Kluver as a “made-from-scratch eatery,” 
will open sometime in April.

Dawn and her husband, Jon, hail from the small town of 
Menomonie, Wisconsin.

The 22-seat space will offer everything from “ooey-gooey” 
favorites to vegan and gluten-free options, and will offer two 

special dishes for breakfast, Dawn Kluver 
said.

“There’s a blueberry-pecan scone stack, 
drizzled with blueberry-maple-balsamic and 
topped with whipped Devonshire cream,” 
she said. “Our other breakfast dish is glu-
ten-free carrot cake waffles with cream 
cheese syrup and walnuts. You’d never know 
it was gluten-free.”

A peanut edamame noodle bowl with pork is a lunch 
dish of note, Dawn Kluver said. 
“Everything will be scratch-made and locally sourced for 

the most part,” she said. “At night, we’ll be an event space for 

Tagged Out Hunting Supply, 
in the building that formerly 
housed Sheds Hunting Sup-
ply, is going through a soft 
opening while owner Dustin 
Hayes awaits his firearms 
license. He expects to hold a 
grand opening when his guns 
are all in place, he said.


