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NULBER 100
UNIT CITATION

As authorized by Ixecutive Order 9396 (Section I, Yar Department Bulletin
%<, 1943). superseding Executive Order 9075 (Section IIT, Var Department Bulletin
11, 1942),and under the provisions of Section 1V, War Department Circular 333,
1943, 25 amended, with the approval of Commanding Generel, Fifteenth United
cee Lrmy; (2nd Indorsement AG 200.6, GNMAG-P (17 April 1945), dated 20 June
1945}, Compa ny "A' 504th Parachute Infantry, is cited as evidence of deserved
"nor and distinction. Ths citation is &s follews:

“Citation:

Company HAM, 50i4th chuce Infentry, is cited for out standing performance
of duty in armed conflict against the snemy in GERMANY on 6--7 April 1945, This
Company crossed the WINE RIVERL at 0230 hoursy 6 April 1945, and seized the mile-
long town of H LR m the estern sk ore, with the mission of providing a base
for further petrolling, and to eause the Jerman High Command to commit dispro-
portionate forces «gainst them in the belief that it was to be a ms jor river
crossing. The enens immediately counter-attached, but their assault groups
Were met With great vigor, and virtually destroyed to a men, Apperently under
the impression that 2 strong Americen bridgehead had been established overnight,
the Germans assemn’ 2d and directed a consider:zble portion of two divisions to
the mission of containing and annihils ting this formidable thrust, In mid-
afternoon the entire 2res was subjected to a vithering and devastating artill-
ery b3rrage for two hours, after which count er-attacking forces in overwhelm~
ing strength, with tanks in support, assaulted the defending troopers from every
direction and penetrated to the heart of the town, The troopers of Company "An
doggedly stood their ground, fought at close querters and at point-blank range,
and inflicted terrible casualities on the ma sses of the enemy, Fighting with
relentless ferocity throughout the afternoon and night, this gallant company
held ite grownd 2nd carried out its mission until it was finally ordered to
withdiow 7o tie West bank of the RHINE on the night of 6.--7 April, Fighting was
bitteor and at close quarters, The German armor committed was destroyed with

e wenons, most of the froepers using captured German panzerfousts. The
Corpeny fought its way beck step by step during the hours of darkness to their
borts . The courageous and skillful efforts of the officers and men of this
brove group, althoush ontuumbered numerically &t least eight to one, is re-—
flected in the total number of czswelties inflicted on the German forces dur—
ing the doy’s fighting, Lighty prisoners were taken and evacuated, and -
conservative estimtes indicese thet 1 5C of the ensmy were killed and 250
wounded. The conduct of Compeny "An reflechs g2t credit on the Airborne Forces
of the United StaLes Lrmy,

In accordence vith tne provisions of Wsr Department Circular 333, 1943,
Company At 504145 Parachute Infa ntry, is entitled to citation strcamer, and
individwls assigned or attached to this unit ars authorized the Award of
the Distinguisihed mit Badge, . A
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BY COMMAND OF BRIGADITR GENRRAL MARCH:

R. H. WIENECKE,

Golonel ., GSC;

Chief of staff,
OFFICTAL:

/8/John D. Gray
JOHN D. GRAY
Major, AGD
Adjutant General

DISTRIBUTION
"A" & 1CY plus 7 to TAG (Attn: Decorations and Awards Branch,
Munitions Bldg.,Wash, 25, D,C.)
2 to CG, ETOUSA (Awards and Decorations Branch,
AG Mil Personnel Div)
2 to CG, Twelfth Army Group (Attn: 37th MRU)
10 to CO, 504th Prcht Inf
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B. J. TALIMAN

1st th, 504th Prcht Tnf
Personnel Officer



