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2008 Map of
Judaculla Rock
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Ancestral
Cherokee
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Of The

CHEROKEE
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Society
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Judaculla=Tsu la ka i’ means “He
has them slantin

Tsulkala, the Slant-Eyed Giant
by Nancv-Lou Patterson




=’ Devils Courthouse

The bare rock profile named Devil's Courthouse is
stnister in appearance and logend. Its “deovitish”™ ook
haw contributed to the many folk tales surrounding

this mountain,
Within the mountain is a cave where, legend claims,
the devil holds court. In Cherokes lare, this cave is
the private dancing chambor and dwelling place of
the slant-oyed miant, Judaculls.

Despito its name and reputation, Devil's Courthouse
is home to rare und delicate high-altitude plants.

If you walk the one-halfmile route to the summit,
please stay on the trail.

Near the Great Divide, between the waters of Pigeon 'river
and French Broad, is situated the Devil’s Court-house, which
rises to an altitude of 6,049 feet. Near it is Court-bouse moun-
tain. At both places his Satanic majesty was believed to sit in
judgment, and doom to punishment all who had been wayward
in courage, or had departed from a strict code of virtue, though

bravery in war atoned for a multitude of sins.
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Map- The Cherokee Country by James Mooney, 1900.
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Judaculla Mythscape
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Judaculla Mythscape — Landscape & Legend
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1959: Jackson
County purchases
1 acre site from
J.B. Parker
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Judaculla
Rock - 2006




SOIL ENCROACHMENT ONTO JUDACULLA ROCK

Year range | years encroSaLciliment annual rate
A]i913902 v 10 30 cm 3.0 cm
ADlgl;)é}O- 63 90 cm 1.4 cm
A];()l(?793_ 14 50 cm 3.6 cm

Total: 87 170 cm average rate = 2.7

cm

Judaculla Rock

Buried since 1920

1920s

carly

T Tocm

1990s




e Noain Cam lin The North Carolina Rock Art Project

Scott Ashcraft
Lorie Hansen
Rodney Snedeker

The NC — RAP has transitioned from primarily
survey to facilitating protection, preservation,
and interpretation of rock art sites.

CURRENT PROJECTS
- Ongoing survey
- Paint Rock partnership with UT-Knoxville for .....

- Dupont State Park petroglyph group study
- Gardner Rock preservation and archeology
- 2012 Website updates

- Future host of the ESRARA conference
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N.C. Rock Art Project 2007- Formation of the Judaculla Rock

Scott Ashcraft sashcraft@fs.fed.us

Rodney Snedeker rsnedeker@fs.fed.us AdV|SO ry COmmittee

Lorie Hansen |hansen39@mchsi.com

Cherokee Tribal Historic Preservation Office

Russell Townsend russtownsend@nc-cherokee.com
Brian Burgess briaburg@nc-cherokee.com

Tyler Howe tylehowe@nc-cherokee.com
828-554-6851

Jackson County

Kenneth Westmoreland JacksonCoMgr@jacksonnc.org
Emily Elders

Jeff Carpenter

Western NC Archaeologist - OSA
Linda Hall linda.hall@ncmail.net — 828-274-6789

Family Donated Judaculla Site to the County
Jerry Parker judacula@verizon.net
828-371-0026

Keith Parker gkparker@InfoAve.net

(Seven Myths of the Cherokee)

Professors at WCU in Anthropology and Cherokee Studies
Tom Belt thelt@email.wcu.edu

(828) 227-2302

Freeman Owl fowle@email.edu (Eastern Band Cherokee and teaches at WCU)
Tom Hatley hatley@email.wcu.edu (Cherokee studies)

Jane Brown [brown@email.wcu.edu (Of Western Carolina University)

Jane Eastman |eastman@email.wcu.edu

Anne Rogers arogers@email.wcu.edu — 828-227-2443

Caney Fork Community Members

Curt Whitney curt whitney@msn.com (President)
Jane H Brown [brownl1861@hughes.net

Tom Rodgers trodgers44@verizon.net

Amy Ammons Garza v.ammons@mchsi.com
Etheree Chancellor ebcmimi@hotmail.com

Don Selzer dmselzer@aol.com
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2007- Jackson County contracts with Stratum Unlimited for
the development of a comprehensive Conservation Plan

Heritage

Jannie Loubser, Douglas Frink and
Resource Lorie Hansen remove sediment from
Conservation
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Stitching Together the Tracings
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REDUCED RE-DRAWING OF THE JUDACULLA ROCK TRACING.
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Map of major glyphs scaled to rock including
soapstone quarry scars

_ . Quarry scars



JUDACULLA ROCK- COMPOSITE NIGHT-TIME PHOTOGRAPH




Dr. Loubser’s recommendations for Judaculla Rock

-- re-direct surface water from asphalt road to the eastern side of the asphalt road;

-- install a sediment diversionary and structure to route water and soil flows away from the rock

-- carefully excavate soil deposits around the rock down to the level that is apparent on the 1920s
photograph (soil that covered the petroglyphs appear to have accelerated the rate of petroglyph weathering);

-- construct a 70-centimeter high retaining wall along the edge of the excavated area that surrounds the rock;

-- construct a curtain-drain ditch to the west, between the rock and the seep farther down slope;

-- remove Black Walnut tree south of the rock and trim branches of other trees to allow direct sunlight to
eliminate encroaching lichen;

-- install a paved wheel-chair accessible trail on an even gradient from the road down to the wooden
boardwalk; create an exit ramp for the wooden boardwalk and remove the one interpretive panel; wrap the

trail around the eastern side of the boulder so that petroglyphs on this side can also be viewed and so that
visitors can return to their vehicles;

-- install slanting interpretive panels (line drawings) on the hand rail of the boardwalk to help visitors
recognize the petroglyphs, including the Cherokee world-view of Judaculla Rock and the wider landscape;




Eastern Band

Cherokee Elders
Visit Tsul' Kalu'




Site Plan for Judaculla Rock

Protecting | Respecting |Ce|ebrating

B e Louis Berger Group, INC
. www.louisberger.com

Prepared for Jackson County, North Carolina






http://www.rtcar.org/index.html

Protecting | Respecting | Celebrating

Advisory committee work shops

\\‘IOF“&SL‘.OF‘ ,-\Hc ndecs

Alex Bell

Anna Fanelio
Barry Stevens
Bifie Bryson
Bryan Cagle
Came Blaskowsk
ira Jones

Jane Eastman
Jennifer Parker
Jermry Parker
Kaith Parker
Linda Cable
Linda Dickent
Linda Ha#
Lone Hansen
Nathan Mediin
Randy Bryson
Robby Shelton
Robert Coniey
Scott Ashcraft
Shannon Swimmer
Trevor Jones

Vickey Wade

Jackson Greenways

WCU Hentage Propect/CFCDC
Jackson SWCD

Jackson Greenways
Jackson Parks/Recreation
JCGEP/Greenways
Jackson Maintenance
WCU Anthropoiogy
Property Owner

Property Owner

Relative /Author

Jackson Planning Direclor
Jackson Greenways
NCSOA

NC Rock Art Survey
Jackson Parks/Racreation
Jackson Mamtenance
Jackson Planning Dept
WCU Cherokee Studies
NC Rock Art Survey
Cherokee Preservabon Fdn
WCU MHC

WCU/Loc Govt Comm

J:a:k.bon (_-_c untﬂ \5{1H

County Manager
Recreation & Parks

Ken Westmoreland
Jeff Carpenter
Emily Elders Recreation & Parks

!
Consuitants

Don Kostelec The Louis Berger Group

Chris Walsh The Louis Berger Group
Dr. Garry Cooper
Jefirey Cooper




Protecting | Respecting | Celebrating

The ,Archaeoiogg l_}'leme.-

The team assigned to develop designideas for archaedogy components of the Judaculla Rock site off ered the following key ideas
Addiioral archasdogcal surveys up and down Caney Fork should be conducted inthe fulure;
The rock and surroundng area should be designed as a cultural resource, not a recreational facility;
Spiit rail, zigzag fencing should be usedto minimize disturbance to patential Cherokee gravesites inthe pasture asthe area would have
beenanideal locationfor a village:
Restoring the natural landscape / slop es near the rock is critical to preserving the rock;
A loop frail infront of the rock is preferred; and
Tree and rivercane trimming should occur to help sunlight and presenve the rock.

=== — —_

| he (yeen | heme:

The Greenteam was tasked with exploring the varous erwvirormental elemerts of the projects and methods to preserve and enhance the
ervirorment through construction of facilities, Their key ideas inciuded:
Removal of the existing boardwalk and stairs at the rock site infavor of a loop in front of the rock with a boardwalk designed to prohibit
access to the rock;
Educational information about ervironmertal preservation activities done in conjunction with preservation of the rock; and
Proyiding a water access paint for children to play and visitors to experience the creek

The Interpretive and Activity Team was tasked with idertifving key eements to educate visitors and provide them with the best iffomation
about the site and Judaculla Rock. Their key ideas included:

« Use Node A as the focal paint of the traiihead to allow visitors to experience the viewshed from that poirt to Judaculla Ridge;

« Provide a turnaround area for buses atthe pairt where the pasture and road are aimost level { before the turnin Judaculla Rock Road
» Include signage for topics such as: flora and fauna. nvercane, Caney Fork, archaeological, Cherokee history and petrogyphs; and

« Provide adequate trash receptacies and benches for visitors to rest.




Cherokee Medicine Man
Swimmer- 1888

Shannon Swimmer
Cherokee Preservation Fot
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Site Plan for Judacu”a Rock

Protecting ! Respecting

Celebrating

Hi Iw:l!l‘ !'r%-;v" &7 W

Archeological Interprétives sigl‘mgt‘l

Petroglyphs signage

Built-<in benches

Rivercane
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2' Raised flat boardwalk
L
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Phase I Soil Profiling and P hase I - ArChan I Ogy

Archaeological Documentation
of Conditions

Judaculla Rock, State Archaeological Site 31JK3,
Jackson County, North Carolina
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Unprecedented Archaeology- Thoughtful approach to ground
disturbance at this unigue site.

NORTH CAROLINA
OFFICE OF STATE

ARCHAEOLOGY




Estimate visitors to Judaculla
Rock total over 11,000 per year




NATIONAI. FORESTS N

EQUINOX

ENVIRONMENTAL

CONSULTATION & DESIGN, INC.

NORTH CAROLINA
OFFICE OF STATE

ARCHAEOLOGY

=Straty

NLIMITED

NORTH CARCOLINA
DEPARTMENT OF

CULTURAL
RESOURCES

WWW.NCCULTURE.COM



http://www.ncdcr.gov/default.asp
http://www.rtcar.org/index.html
http://www.ltlt.org/

Judaculla
Rock
Archaeology



Excavations
show most of
the site Is long

ago obliterated

North Profile and Base

of Um




Judaculla Rock Archaeology
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_Sitc Plan for Judacu”a Rock

Protecting [ Respecting

Celebrating
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WALINE, A CHEROKEE WOMAN
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Native American Boarding Schools

...to forcibly acculturate
Indians into mainstream‘
white society.

...a break with many
traditions, including
the Judaculla rituals
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The End

Thanks!
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