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Judaculla = Tsu la kă lū′  means “He 

has them slanting”  referring to the eyes. 





Cherokee Medicine Man 

Swimmer, 1888 Ethnologist James 

Mooney  

 

History, Myths, and 

Sacred Formulas of 

the Cherokees  





Map- The Cherokee Country by James Mooney, 1900. 



Judaculla Mythscape 



Judaculla Mythscape – Landscape & Legend 
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constructed 

1959: Jackson 

County purchases 

1 acre site from 

J.B. Parker 



1980’s 

2003 
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SOIL ENCROACHMENT ONTO JUDACULLA ROCK 

 

Year range 

 

years 

Soil 

encroachment 

 

annual rate 

AD 1920-

1930 
10 30 cm 3.0 cm 

AD 1930-

1993 
63 90 cm 1.4 cm 

AD 1993-

2007 
14 50 cm 3.6 cm 

Total: 87 170 cm 
average rate = 2.7 

cm 



The North Carolina Rock Art Project 

The NC – RAP has transitioned from primarily 

survey to facilitating protection, preservation, 

and interpretation of rock art sites.    

CURRENT PROJECTS  
- Ongoing survey 
- Paint Rock partnership with UT-Knoxville for ….. 
- Judaculla Rock preservation & site improvements 
- Dupont State Park petroglyph group  study 
- Gardner Rock preservation and archeology 
- 2012 Website updates 
- Future host of the ESRARA conference 

Scott Ashcraft 

Lorie Hansen 

Rodney Snedeker 

The North Carolina  
Rock 

Art 
Project 





2007 interim work project at Judaculla Rock 



N.C. Rock Art Project 

Scott Ashcraft  sashcraft@fs.fed.us 

Rodney Snedeker  rsnedeker@fs.fed.us 

Lorie Hansen  lhansen39@mchsi.com 

  

Cherokee Tribal Historic Preservation Office 

Russell Townsend russtownsend@nc-cherokee.com  

Brian Burgess briaburg@nc-cherokee.com 

Tyler Howe tylehowe@nc-cherokee.com 

 828-554-6851 

 

Jackson County 

Kenneth Westmoreland JacksonCoMgr@jacksonnc.org 

Emily Elders 

Jeff Carpenter 

  

Western NC Archaeologist - OSA 

Linda Hall  linda.hall@ncmail.net – 828-274-6789 

  

Family Donated Judaculla Site to the County 

Jerry Parker judacula@verizon.net 

828-371-0026 

Keith Parker gkparker@InfoAve.net    

(Seven Myths of the Cherokee) 

  

Professors at  WCU in Anthropology and Cherokee Studies 

Tom Belt  tbelt@email.wcu.edu  

(828) 227-2302 

  

Freeman Owl fowle@email.edu (Eastern Band Cherokee and teaches at WCU) 

Tom Hatley  hatley@email.wcu.edu (Cherokee studies) 

Jane Brown jbrown@email.wcu.edu (Of Western Carolina University)  

Jane Eastman  jeastman@email.wcu.edu 

Anne Rogers   arogers@email.wcu.edu – 828-227-2443 

  

Caney Fork Community Members  

Curt Whitney curt_whitney@msn.com (President) 

Jane H Brown  jbrown1861@hughes.net 

Tom Rodgers  trodgers44@verizon.net 

Amy Ammons Garza  v.ammons@mchsi.com 

Etheree Chancellor  ebcmimi@hotmail.com 

Don Selzer  dmselzer@aol.com 

 

2007- Formation of the Judaculla Rock 

Advisory Committee 
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Jannie Loubser, Douglas Frink and 

Lorie Hansen remove sediment from 

the face of Judaculla Rock,  2007.  

2007- Jackson County contracts with Stratum Unlimited for 

the development of a comprehensive Conservation Plan  



Mapping the rock 



Stitching Together the Tracings 



REDUCED RE-DRAWING OF THE JUDACULLA ROCK TRACING. 



Map of major glyphs scaled to rock including 

soapstone quarry scars 

Quarry  scars 



JUDACULLA ROCK- COMPOSITE NIGHT-TIME PHOTOGRAPH 

Loubser, 2008 



-- re-direct surface water from asphalt road to the eastern side of the asphalt road; 

-- carefully excavate soil deposits around the rock down to the level that is apparent on the 1920s 

photograph (soil that covered the petroglyphs appear to have accelerated the rate of petroglyph weathering); 

-- construct a 70-centimeter high retaining wall along the edge of the excavated area that surrounds the rock; 

-- install a sediment diversionary and structure to route water and soil flows away from the rock 

-- construct a curtain-drain ditch to the west, between the rock and the seep farther down slope; 

-- install a paved wheel-chair accessible trail on an even gradient from the road down to the wooden 

boardwalk; create an exit ramp for the wooden boardwalk and remove the one interpretive panel;  wrap the 

trail around the eastern side of the boulder so that petroglyphs on this side can also be viewed and so that 

visitors can return to their vehicles; 

-- remove Black Walnut tree south of the rock and trim branches of other trees to allow direct sunlight to 

eliminate encroaching lichen; 

-- install slanting interpretive panels (line drawings) on the hand rail of the boardwalk to help visitors 

recognize the petroglyphs, including the Cherokee world-view of Judaculla Rock and the wider landscape; 

Dr. Loubser’s recommendations for Judaculla Rock  



Eastern Band 

Cherokee Elders 

Visit Tsul' Kalu'  





http://www.rtcar.org/index.html


Advisory committee work shops 



Protecting │Respecting │Celebrating 

  



Cherokee Medicine Man 

 Swimmer- 1888 
Shannon Swimmer  

Cherokee Preservation Foundation 







Phase I - Archaeology 





Unprecedented Archaeology- Thoughtful  approach to ground 

disturbance at this unique site. 



Estimate visitors to Judaculla 

Rock total over 11,000 per year 



Partnerships The North Carolina  
Rock 

Art 
Project 

The Parker Family 

http://www.ncdcr.gov/default.asp
http://www.rtcar.org/index.html
http://www.ltlt.org/


Judaculla 

Rock 

Archaeology 



Excavations 

show most of 

the site is long 

ago obliterated 



Judaculla Rock Archaeology 





Recontouring the site 



































http://news-prod.wcu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2010/03/Anna-Fariello_Web.jpg






Native American Boarding Schools  

…to forcibly acculturate 

Indians into mainstream 

white society. 

…a break with many 

traditions, including 

the Judaculla rituals 



Eastern Band Cherokee 

Elders Visit Tsu la Ka lu  



The End 

Thanks! 




