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This Week

By Robert Frank
The Suburban

During a marathon, six-and-
a-half-hour municipal meeting 
last week, Pointe Claire’s demoli-
tion committee authorized Koe-
bra Development Corporation 
to raze the Pioneer, a longtime 
live-entertainment venue in the 
heart of the city’s historic village. 
However, it simultaneously put 
that decision on hold, by unani-
mously rejecting the developer’s 
subsequent plan for the site.

That gives Koebra six months 
to go back to the drawing board 
and present a new plan to the 
city.

More than 400 people filled 
the at the Holiday Inn Cham-
pagne ballroom at the outset. 
Committee members Council-
ors Paul Stork, Paul Bissonnette 
and Brent Cowen let most resi-
dents voice their views in full. By 
the time the meeting ended at 
2 a.m., Aug. 10, barely more than 
100 people remained.

Most who attended applauded 

efforts preserve the 118-year-
old building. Others concurred 
with architectural restoration 
expert Nathalie Smith, who told 
the crowd “you can’t repair it. 
There’s nothing left.”

Smith recounted how she 
opened interior walls, hoping to 
find traces of the original hotel, 
but found none. She said that she 
instead found “water seepage, rot 
and asbestos.”

Pointe Claire puts Pioneer demolition 
on hold pending new plan

Demolition committee members (left to right) Councillors Eric Stork, Paul Bissonnette (chair) and Brent 
Cowan.
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See PIONEER, page A11

“Those French 
exams are 
incomprehensible!”

Leitão 
favours fairer 
French-
language 
tests for 
immigrants

By Robert Frank
The Suburban

During a media briefing in Laval, Aug 
10, Finance Minister Carlos Leitão tack-
led several issues that Quebec will face in 
coming years. In Part I of that conversa-
tion, he favours fairer ways to integrate 
immigrants as a means to help stave off 
the province’s impending labour short-
age.

What do you think about the refugee 
issue? Does it impose a burden on Que-
bec?

We think that the federal government 
should play a major role in addressing 
this issue. They are doing that now. 
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