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LAVAL EDITION

By Joel Ceausu
The Suburban

The Société de transport de Laval 
(STL) is gradually resuming new mea-
sures to increase activities with a plan to 
protect its users and employees in accor-
dance with the recommendations from 
the CNESST and provincial public health 
agency.

As the economy gradually reopens, rid-

ership levels are expected to increase in 
coming weeks, which will further com-
plicate practicing social distancing when 
using public transit. As of last week, 
regular bus service during the week has 
increased to 80 percent of usual service. 
Although ridership numbers are still well 
below pre-pandemic levels, increased bus 
service minimizes overcrowding and fos-
ters social distancing in keeping with the 
availability of resources.

“We are asking users, businesses and 

employees to embrace a spirit of solidar-

ity and collective responsibility for the 

common good,” says STL director gener-

al Guy Picard. “We must all adapt to this 

new reality, which we will have to contend 

with for many months to come. Adhering 

to the directives and recommendations 

STL increases services, measures
New measures on board, in garage and terminals as STL boosts bus service to 80 percent.

See STL, page A16

By Joel Ceausu
The Suburban

Place Bell has welcomed its first pa-
tients convalescing from COVID-19.

The ice rink at the Laval venue has 
been converted into a makeshift hospi-
tal space for 50 seniors recovering from 
COVID-19, with 15 patients transferred 
on Friday, and more to come next week.

The objective is to free up acute care 
beds at Cité-de-la-Santé Hospital, provid-
ing care to recovering seniors from inter-
mediate resources and seniors’ residenc-
es. All patients will have a private space 
with a bed, rocking chair, table and bed-
side lamp. A communication system is in 
operation to maintain the link between 
the user and the nursing staff at all times.

Between 75 and 100 CISSS Laval em-
ployees will be assigned to the temporary 
facility, which the CISSS insists is well 
stocked with personal protective equip-
ment. The use of the space does not in-
clude the Place Bell amphitheater, and 
the provincial workplace safety commis-
sion (CNESST) has approved the condi-
tions.

First patients 
moved to 
Place Bell

See PLACE BELL, page A16


