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By Joel Ceausu
The Suburban

Laval has adopted its first heritage 
action plan which will cover the period 
from 2020 to 2024.

The plan aims to recognize Laval’s 
heritage to leverage its identity and as 
a generator of economic vitality, put-
ting forward “a renewed, cross section-
al and collaborative approach to ensure 
the protection and enhancement of its 
heritage,” says Sainte-Rose councillor 
Virginie Dufour.

“Whether for municipal buildings, 
places of worship, public spaces or va-
cant or vulnerable private buildings, 
the deployment of this plan will have 
an impact in terms of cultural, social 
and economic development.”

The action plan is “an open and 
evolving document” which can be im-
proved and whose implementation re-
volves around the expansion of knowl-
edge of Laval’s heritage; creation of 
innovative and efficient tools and pro-
grams; deployment of sustainable and 
concerted heritage management; and 
citizen ownership of city heritage and 
its influence.

To do this, the city is committing to 
45 specific actions in concert with the 
community and its partners. For exam-
ple, the city will carry out a study on 
the agricultural and horticultural his-
tory of Île Jésus; adopt a regulation on 
the maintenance of buildings; creating 
a directory of vulnerable heritage; and 
development of information tools for 
heritage buildings owners.

Laval unveils 
first heritage 
action plan

See HERITAGE PLAN, page A9

By Joel Ceausu
The Suburban

Fresh off the announcement that Sonia 
Baudelot was running for mayor of Laval, 
her new adoptive party Action Laval was 
facing tough questions about its email 
campaign.

Dozens of Laval residents report being 
solicited via email by the party with which 
they have zero affiliation, other than hav-
ing been associated with the ruling Mou-
vement Lavallois party. That includes for-
mer Renaud councillor Raynald Adams. “I 
received an email addressed to me that I 
created expressly for my communications 
related to Mouvement Lavallois and that I 
haven’t given out since 2017,” he told The 

Suburban.
Baudelot ran for mayor in 2017 as leader 

of Avenir Laval and as recently as August 
dismissed rumours she was considering 
the Action Laval leadership. When asked 
if ML contact lists were used, an uniden-
tified press spokesperson of Action Laval 
Équipe Sonia Baudelot told The Suburban 
that “An email in the shape of a newsletter 
was sent via our CRM platform on Nov. 5, 
following the announcement of our new 
Leader. We did not use any data external to 
those obtained since the founding of our 
party in 2013 as well as personal contacts 
of our municipal councillors and party or-
ganizers.”

The party maintains no list was migrat-
ed and no data was taken from the Mou-
vement Lavallois’ database. “We don’t have 
access to it in any way.” It further main-
tains it has no data “from other political 

Questions 
raised about 
Action Laval 
email campaign

See ACTION LAVAL, page A9


