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Q U E B E C ’ S  L A R G E S T  E N G L I S H  W E E K L Y  N E W S P A P E R

EXPANDING BILL 101: PREMIER LEGAULT YOU WILL DESTROY THE LEGACY YOU WANTED...A8

LAVAL EDITION

By Joel Goldenberg
The Suburban

There is a “good chance” 
Quebec will use the notwith-
standing clause for an ex-
panded and “robust” Bill 101 
language law, especially after 
the province’s Superior Court 
struck down parts of Bill 21, 
Premier François Legault said.

“I think that, with the judg-
ment we have this week about 
the Bill 21, it’s clear that the 
interpretation of the Canadi-
an Constitution, that Quebec 
didn’t sign, is sometimes giv-
ing us some answers that are 
not representing what the ma-
jority of Quebecers want,” Le-
gault told the media.

Bill 21, which demands that 
some provincial employees in 
positions of authority not wear 
religious clothing or symbols, 

was upheld last week, with the 
exception of English school 
boards and MNAs.

The notwithstanding clause, 
brought in as part of the Ca-
nadian constitution in 1982, 
allows provincial governments 
to temporarily override the 
Canadian Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms. The Bourassa 
government did that with Bill 
178 in 1988, when it limited 
the presence of English on 
signage. That law was softened 
five years later.

The additions to Bill 101 are 
expected to be tabled later this 
spring and drafted by Justice 
Minister Simon Jolin-Barrette, 
also responsible for drafting 
Bill 21. Liberal leader Dom-
inique Anglade has said she 
would not use the notwith-
standing clause. n

Quebec may use 
notwithstanding 
clause on Bill 101 
expansion

By Joel Ceausu
The Suburban

Laval’s integrity and ethics bu-
reau (BIELT) had a pivotal year in 
2020.

With the arrival of a new head, 
ethics and compliance, an ethics 
expert and the development of a 
new five-year plan that will run 
until 2025, the bureau, which 
operates jointly with the city of 
Terrebonne, has made a sustained 
effort to raise awareness and in-
formation has also continued to 
encourage ethical thinking and 
appropriate action in the face of 
situations that raise ethical is-

sues.
“The data clearly demonstrate 

the importance of staying the 
course in the future, of establish-
ing strategic directions that will 
inspire future years and that will 
allow the City to continue to gain 
the confidence of citizens,” said 
Laval Police Director Pierre Bro-
chet.

Operated by the respective 
police departments, the BIELT 
represents a unique partnership 
between the two cities, with the 
aim of establishing an honest 
and ethical culture within their 
respective organizations and 
fostering citizens’ confidence in 

the municipal apparatus. BIEL’s 
mandate is to prevent collusion, 
embezzlement and political in-
terference for any purpose, in-
cluding reprehensible behavior 
in the administration and man-
agement of public funds by all 
municipal services.

Last year the bureau with 10 
employees, including three detec-
tives and two auditors, received 
645 requests for security clear-
ance investigations, and received 
79 reports; launched (and com-
pleted) 18 police investigations 

Laval’s ethics bureau reports

You can report something to BIELT in full confidentiality and anonymity at 450-575-2435. The line also allows direct 
contact with UPAC to report any act of corruption and embezzlement.
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See  ETHICS, page A6

City moves on new 
planning by-law
By Joel Ceausu
The Suburban

Laval has taken a major 
step in revising its urban 
planning regulations by 
adopting a draft urban plan-
ning code by-law (CDU), a 

regulation inspired by best 
practices in urban planning 
and part of an approach 
based on Form-Based Code 
and will soon be the subject 

See BY-LAW, page A6


