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Q U E B E C ’ S  L A R G E S T  E N G L I S H  W E E K L Y  N E W S P A P E R

NEW ICU DIRECTIVES DISCRIMINATE AGAINST THOSE MOST NEEDING CARE...A11

LAVAL EDITION

By Beryl Wajsman, Editor
The Suburban

The Suburban has obtained a copy of a 
protocol issued in the name of the assistant 
deputy Minister of Health of Quebec Dr. Lucie 
Opatrny on Nov. 2 concerning the “prioritiza-
tion” of access to intensive care for adults in 
the context of an “extreme pandemic.” Both 
it’s assumptions and recommendations are 
dramatic and troubling as they raise the spec-
tre of selection and rationing of health care.

The Protocol is entitled “Priorisation pour 
l’accès aux soins intensifs (adultes) en contex-
te extrême de pandémie.” The Suburban has 
sent e-mailed a series of written questions on 
what you will read below to appropriate gov-
ernment officials. No answer has been re-
ceived by press time.

Among the more disturbing aspects of this 
report are the following : 1. some 41 medical 
and academic personnel were involved in its 
authorship yet as far as we have been able to 

find none were from Montreal; 2. it implies 
that rationing of ICU admittance, medicine 
and care is coming based on assumptions of 
“150-200%” surges in hospitalizations — a 
number that is four times greater than any 
previous surge — leading to a near total 
collapse of hospital capacities. Yet as of this 
writing Quebec has over 7300 empty hospital 
beds and hospitalizations and deaths contin-
ue at low levels with some 95% of Covid tests 
coming back negative every week; 3. It calls 
for three-person committees in hospitals to 
approve the access to care and particularly 
ICU admittance; 4. perhaps most incompre-
hensible is that though it cautions against 
any discrimination based on any of the as-
pects protected by the Quebec Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms such as colour, creed, 
religion, gender and even physical handicaps, 
it leaves open the possibility — written in 

Quebec Health 
Ministry report raises 
spectre of health-care “prioritization”

See HEALTH, page A8

By Joel Ceausu
The Suburban

Laval’s $932 million budget and $1.36 
billion capital works programme was 
roundly panned by the opposition this 
week.

“Much too little, much too late,” says 
Official Opposition leader Michel Trotti-
er. Despite investments in infrastructure, 
greenspace and economic recovery, Trot-
tier says “the budget presented by the De-
mers administration is not suited to the 
reality and needs of 2021. In the midst 
of a global pandemic, Mayor Demers is 
not seizing the opportunity to offer the 
Laval population what it really needs, 
proximity services and neighbourhood 
infrastructures… Only one eco-center 
after eight years in office is embarrassing 
and the lack of neighbourhood pools and 
arenas is pathetic.”

Fabreville councillor Claude Laro-
chelle said the announced tax freeze “af-
ter six years of consecutive tax increases, 
serves to make people forget all of the De-
mers administration’s fiascos. But in the 
end, the citizens of Laval remain over-
taxed. Our AA credit rating must be at-
tributed to the people of Laval who have 
been overtaxed year after year.”

Action Laval leader Sonia Baude-
lot called it an electoral budget. “Marc 
Demers gives you gifts today to make 
you forget his disastrous management 
of recent years,” she said in a release. 
Baudelot says “this is a budget drafted 
for the November 2021 elections,” list-
ing a number of unpopular measures 
like striped sidewalks, the Commodore 

Opposition 
pans record 
high budget

See BUDGET, page A9

By Joel Ceausu
The Suburban

Laval’s 2021 budget is steadily creep-
ing towards the $1 billion mark, and the 
three-year capital works program (PTI) 
has surpassed it.

Laval Mayor Marc Demers presented 
the $932 million budget this week, rep-
resenting $846.9 million in spending, a 
6.9% increase over 2020, with $30 mil-
lion in new services.

The 2021-2023 PTI spending totals 
$1.368 billion –$382 million in 2021, 
$499 million in 2022 and $487 million in 
2023.

“We prepared this eighth budget with 
three priorities: improving services to 
citizens, providing the best economic re-
covery in Quebec and protecting the en-
vironment” said Demers in a statement. 
“It is thanks to our excellent financial 
condition, confirmed by S&P Global and 
the Desjardins Group, that we will be able 
to do more, while offering a freeze on the 
average tax bill to all citizens.”

Policing takes the largest slice of the 
budget pie ($135.1 million), and the PTI 
includes $52 million for the construction 
of a west-end gendarmerie. Laval’s storied 
reserves stand at $328.2 million and will 

2021 BUDGET: 
Tax freeze, big 
spending on 
environment, 
services and 
economic recovery
Budget creeps toward  
$1 billion mark;  
$1.36 billion in capital spending

See TAX FREEZE, page A9


