
EATING HEALTHY IN PANDEMIC TIMES
Zoom Virtual Meeting - Thursday, January 28th at 7:30 p.m.

WITH ROBIN GLANCE
Registered Dietitian in Private practice in the West Island Area

FREE REGISTRATION at pcsg.mtlwi@gmail.com 
by Sunday January 24 at 5:00 p.m.
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By Beryl Wajsman, Editor
The Suburban

Last December 5th The Suburban 
broke the story on a Health Ministry 
protocol that would limit intensive and 
emergency care as well as surgeries in 
cases where ICUs and ERs reach 150% ca-
pacity during the pandemic. The protocol 
called for hospitals to form three-person 
committees whose mandate is to review 
and reject extending intensive care and 
emergency room intensive care to any-

one who did not meet a 70% “survivabil-
ity” threshold. The quantification of that 
70% was left undefined and subjective. 
It also had provisions on terminating in-
tensive and emergency intensive care of 
exiting patients. A separate protocol is 
included even for infants and newborns.

Concerns were raised at the time that 
the protocol would discriminate against 
seniors, survivors of cancer and other 
serious illnesses and people with exist-
ing cardiac and other chronic conditions 
because age and health would be used by 

the committees against potential patients 
reaching the percentage threshold. The 
protocol itself includes a paragraph that 
states that, “...no decision under this pro-
tocol may be taken if it violates Charter 
protections against discrimination based 
on race, colour, creed, religion, gender, 
physical handicap or age.” Section 7 
of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
guarantees the protection of the “right 
to life.” However next to the word age in 

See DECREE, page A6

Doctors, lawyers fear Quebec’s Critical Care triage 
Decree attacks most vulnerable

By Joel Ceausu
The Suburban

Laval Police have arrested the mother 
of a 7-year-old Chomedey girl who was 
found dead on January 3.

“As part of the investigation into the 
death of a 7-year-old girl, which occurred 
on rue Le Boutillier in Laval, SPL inves-
tigators are seeking any person who may 
have information in connection with this 
event,” the SPL tweeted on January 6.

Emergency responders arrived at the 
family home to find the child in cardiac 
arrest with signs of bruises and burns on 
much of her body. Despite efforts by am-
bulance technicians to revive the small 
child, she was declared dead in hospital.

Investigators interviewed six witness-
es in the home and last Friday morning 
arrested the child’s mother, whose name, 
along with the young victim’s, is subject 
to a publication ban.

She has been charged with assault and 
criminal negligence causing death. She 
is out on bail after her arraignment.

The victim already has a file with the 
Department of Youth Protection, al-
though it is not clear what the specif-
ics are, despite media reports of a be-
havioural issue reported by the family.

Anyone with information should call 
450 662-INFO (4636) n

Mother of 
7-year-old 
victim arrested 
and arraigned


