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This past Monday morning in 
what Stéphane Lacroix, Com-
munications and public affairs 
director of Teamsters Quebec, 
termed an “historic” front 
of “patronats et syndicats,” 
unions, distributors and pub-
lishers — including The Sub-

urban — came together at the 
Centre Mont-Royal to defend 
Publi-Sac and the free flow of 
information from an attack by 
Montreal’s Standing Commit-
tee on Water, the Environment, 
Sustainable Development and 

Large Parks in a report that 
would ban distribution of Pub-
li-Sacs unless homes had a spe-
cific “opt-in” sticker and called 
for newspapers to be distrib-
uted only in depots in public 
buildings and spaces. The Com-
mittee was made up of six Pro-
jet Montréal councillors and 
two from Ensemble Montréal.

The current system in place 
for decades is an “opt-out” op-
tion. If a door has a “no circular” 
sticker then nothing is deliv-
ered. The commission’s hear-
ings have gone on for the better 
part of the year. Despite uncon-
tested evidence demonstrating 

that all flyers and bags of Pub-
li-Sac are made of recycled and 
recyclable materials, that some 
1.9 million Quebecers of mod-
est income depend on the cou-
pons for their weekly budgets 
and that between 1,000-2,000 
jobs would be lost if these rec-
ommendations were adopted, 
the Committee held firm to its 
decisions. Perhaps most dis-
turbing was the Sec.8 recom-
mendation of the report which 
not only demands that newspa-
pers not be delivered to doors 
but be placed only in depots in 

Jobs and the free flow of information at stake

See PUBLI-SAC, page A8

By P.A. Sevigny
The Suburban

Thirty years to the minute after Marc 
Lepine told the men to leave after he 
entered the Polytechnique’s classroom, 
Nathalie Provost still remembers the 
moment when he screamed “You are all 
feminists, and I hate feminists!” before 
he shot her.

Provost, now 53 years old, was the last 
woman to ever speak to the killer when 
she told him that “...we’re not feminists. 
We’re just engineering students, and if 
you want to study at Polytechnique, you 
just have to apply et tu seras le bienvenue 
– you will be welcome!” That’s when he 
shot Provost four times before turning 
his rifle – a Ruger mini-14 semi-auto-
matic with an extended magazine – on 
the other girls in the room. Although 
six of the nine girls in the class were 
shot down in the corner against the wall, 
Provost was one of the three girls (in the 
class) who managed to survive the killer’s 
initial rampage when the first shot tore 
through her eyebrow instead of her head.

“I’m glad that after 30 years, Montreal 
finally recognized that what happened in 

City mourns 
Polytechnique 
massacre 
victims

See MASSACRE, page A6

Unions join Transcon, distributors, 
and publishers to protect Publi-Sac


