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This Week

By Joel Ceausu
The Suburban

Melanie Bleau heard all the 
criticism and shared some of it. 
As the much tonier properties 
in her area of Laval were visited 
by army personnel and attend-
ed to by city workers she stood 
in her modest 1000 sq. ft. home 

feeling like the wall joints 
would separate, her basement 
goods were destroyed and won-
dered where all the trucks were 
going.

Her’s was similar to others’ 
experiences seeing strangers 
at the end of their road toting 
sandbags that even the city 
couldn’t acquire, gobsmacked 

by the solidarity of diverse vol-
unteers from Montreal com-
ing to help divert water, load 
supplies and fetch property for 
the besieged residents of this 
economically depressed neigh-
bourhood. “It was so moving” 

Laval flood victims moved by 
‘neighbourly compassion’
City seeking more volunteers

See FLOOD, page A3

By Joel Ceausu
The Suburban

Laval released its 2016 financial 
report last week, posting a 3.3 per-
cent ¬or $27.1 million surplus in its 
operating budget.

“Tight management has allowed 
us to reach our spending target by 
developing an appropriate prudent 
reserve” said Mayor Marc Demers. 
“As we are forbidden from posting 
deficits, maintaining a slight sur-
plus is necessary to deal with the 
unexpected.”

Among the highlights of this 
report are strong growth in capi-
tal expenditures of $202.8 million 

City tables 
financial 
report, 
posts 
surplus
Opposition slams 
surpluses

See SURPLUS, page A3
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