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By Joel Ceausu
The Suburban

An alliance of social welfare advocates 

in Quebec are asking Quebec’s Labour, 

Employment and Social solidarity Minis-

ter Jean Boulet to reform the rules that 

make it harder for welfare recipients to 

get by.
Specifically, the group wants the so-

cial assistance system to stop penaliz-
ing claimants who are in the process of 
reintegrating into the labour market, 
with the first barrier to employment 
identified as the amount of social assis-
tance cheques. “At $669 per month for a 

single person, the amount of the social 
assistance cheque is clearly insufficient 
to allow for the search for work,” says 
community organizer Sheetal Pathak. “A 
studio on the Island of Montreal costs an 
average of $649 a month (according to 

Social action groups seek welfare reform
Seek end to penalties for those re-integrating into job market
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By Owen Edwards
The Suburban

The new year started out on a sombre 
note for 545 Provigo employees after 
their union confirmed reports that par-
ent company Loblaws is shutting down 
its Laval distribution centre.

The sprawling warehouse in the indus-
trial park south of Highway 440 that has 
hummed with activity around the clock 
for years, will close within two years as 
the dry goods operations serving Quebec 
and eastern Canada is moved to a subcon-
tracted Cornwall facility. Also reported 
to be closing is Loblaws’ Ottawa centre, 
eliminating an additional 250 jobs.

For its part, Loblaws stated that the 
Francis Hughes site could not be reno-
vated or upgraded, and had reached the 
end of its useful life, the company having 

Loblaws will shut 
Laval distribution 
centre
545 jobs affected
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