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ELECTION 2019: A QUESTION OF CHARACTER...A12

This Week

By Beryl Wajsman, Editor
The Suburban

With this issue The Suburban Laval Edition 
returns with a renewed and rejuvenated for-
mat. In that spirit we thought it appropriate 
to look back on the record of Mayor Marc De-
mers, who has come to define the post-Vaillan-
court era in Quebec’s third — largest city. It’s 
own renewal.

Perhaps Demers most important accom-
plishment has been to restore public trust in 
the city’s governance. Not merely through 
promises but through the realization of con-
crete policies.

Indeed, it is not too much of a stretch to 
state that precisely because of his successes, 
the political infighting of earlier this year pe-
tered out and is mostly forgotten. One expla-
nation may very well be that the chicanery was 
driven by egos not by issues.

Coming out of the Vaillancourt revelations 
and trusteeship, Lavallois were understandably 
looking for the slightest evidence of impropri-
eties in the civic administration. Through six 
years in office there has not even been a hint of 
that with this Mayor. First elected in 2013 and 

The Demers Era

See DEMERS, page A3

By Joel Ceausu
The Suburban

Laval has unveiled its long-awaited 
land consolidation strategy to optimize 
the use of agricultural land.

After more than two years, the city is 
launching the new initiative in a sus-
tainable development perspective to help 
reach city targets of increasing the area 
actually cultivated by 10 percent.

The strategy affects some 6,117 lots 
at 21 sites in Laval’s agricultural zone, 
and are currently divided among more 
than 1,600 owners, and will be grouped 
together to allow for increased farm op-
erations. In total, the land consolidation 
sites affected represent 782 hectares, or 
11 percent of Laval’s agricultural area. 
Currently, 37 percent affected by land 
consolidation is cultivated, 24 percent is 
forested, while 32 percent is fallow.

Covering almost 30 percent of the is-
land’s surface, agriculture remains a 
valuable resource and economic driver 
for the city, and consolidating parcels of 
land will regularize the occupation of the 

Innovative 
land 
consolidation 
strategy 
unveiled

See CONSOLIDATION, page A3
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