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THE PERFECT STORM...A16

By Joel Goldenberg
The Suburban

The Trudeau government’s proposed re-
form of the Official Languages Act — Bill 
C-32 — recognises that French is the official 
language of Quebec. Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau has stated that French must be pro-
tected and promoted not only outside Que-

bec, but in the province.
The Bill also demands that employees 

working for federally chartered companies of 
25 employees or more can work in French in 
Quebec and that companies with 50 or more 
employees will be required to communicate 

Trudeau’s Bill C-32 declares French 
as Quebec’s official language

Official Languages Minister Mélanie Joly.

See QUEBEC, page A30

By Joel Goldenberg
The Suburban

A Bloc Quebecois motion recogniz-
ing Quebec as a nation with French as 
its official language and having a right 
to make its own constitutional changes 
was adopted by the House of Commons 
by a vote of 281-2. Two Independent MPs 
voted no while 16 Tories, 29 Liberals, 
five New Democrats and Green Party MP 
Elizabeth May abstained.

As part of the Legault government’s 
proposed Bill 96, Quebec wants to amend 
the constitution to declare Quebec a na-
tion and officially French. “I believe that 
this motion is purely symbolic in that 
it only asks this House to acknowledge 
what Quebec intends to do as opposed to 
the House agreeing to anything substan-
tive,” Mount Royal MP Anthony House-
father said. “I also understand why this 
may be unclear to Canadians, especially 
official language minority communities 
and in particular English-speaking Que-
becers.”

Housefather abstained along with 
several local MPs, including St. Lau-
rent’s Emmanuella Lambropoulos, Vau-
dreuil—Soulanges’ Peter Schiefke, Lac 
Saint Louis’ Francis Scarpaleggia, Pierre-
fonds-Dollard’s Sameer Zuberi, Dorval—
Lachine—LaSalle’s Anju Dhillon, Vimy’s 

Bloc Quebecois 
constitution motion 
adopted by House 
in 281-2 vote

See BLOC QUEBECOIS, page A29
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All of Quebec will be in the green zone 
for COVID-19 as of Monday June 28, 
Premier François Legault happily an-
nounced Tuesday afternoon.

Legault said that there were fewer 
than 100 cases reported in Quebec that 
day, and that 80 percent of Quebecers 12 
years and older had received at least one 
vaccine dose.

The Premier announced that as of Fri-
day June 25, people who have had two 
vaccine doses can attend private gather-
ings without a mask, and outdoor festi-
vals can host a maximum of 3,500 people 
without assigned seating.

Legault also announced that all of Que-
bec will go to what he referred to as the 
“super green” colour coding as of Mon-
day June 28, meaning a maximum of 10 
people at private gatherings indoors, 20 
maximum in backyards, 10 people per 
tables at restaurants indoors and 20 per 
table on outdoor restaurant patios.

“We can go from small to medi-
um-sized parties,” the Premier said.

As well, there can be 50 players and 
50 spectators for outdoor sports, and 
25 players and 25 spectators for indoor 
sports. Places of worship can have a max-
imum of 250 people, while wedding re-
ceptions can have a maximum of 50 out-
doors and 25 indoors.

Quebec goes 
super green

See GREEN, page A29


