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This Week

By P.A. Sevigny
The Suburban

Following last week’s announcement 
about the CAQ administration’s plan to follow 
through with its plans to abolish Québec’s 
school boards, Québec English School Board 
Association (QESBA) director Russell Cope-
man told The Suburban that he expects the 
association to lead the judicial fight against 
the bill.

“Not only is it an offense against local de-
mocracy, but the CAQ’s new bill (Bill #40) 
clearly doesn’t meet the Supreme Court’s cri-
teria under section 23 of the Canadian Char-
ter,” said Copeman. “If it goes to court, I have 
no doubt the QESBA will lead the charge.”

While Québec Education Minister Jean-
François Roberge described Bill 40 as a rad-
ical plan to reform public education in Qué-
bec, the new law is expected to abolish local 
school boards in order to replace them with 
so-called ‘service centers’ made up of 16 peo-
ple – essentially volunteers as they will not be 
paid for their service. Although board mem-
bers will be paid $100 to participate in their 

QESBA to 
lead judicial 
charge against 
school boards 
elimination

See QUESBA, page A3

By Joel Goldenberg
The Suburban

Snowdon councillor Marvin 
Rotrand called on Montreal 
Executive Committee mem-
ber Rosannie Filato to have 
the city’s Public Safety com-
mission hold public hearings 
in light of a “damning” report 
demonstrating systemic dis-
crimination by the SPVM.

The recently released report 
says visible minorities, such as 

young Arabs, members of the 
black community and indige-
nous women, are much more 
likely to be stopped by police 
than whites.

“If the explosive nature 
of this report does not con-
vince your administration of 
the need to take immediate 
action, Montrealers will con-
clude that you have neglected 
your responsibilities for civil-
ian oversight of law enforce-
ment,” Rotrand wrote.

More specifically, the Snow-
don councillor detailed that 
the report, which studied ar-
rests made between 2014 and 
2017, showed that a member 
of the black community is 
4.2 times more likely to be 
stopped and questioned than a 
white person, 4.6 times more 
for an indigenous person and 
4.2 times more for a member 

Rotrand calls for public hearings 
on police racial profiling

See PROFILING, page A5

Alouettes’ quarterback Vernon Adams Jr. hands off some Thanksgiving cheer during the Alouettes 
annual visit to serve the clients of the Welcome Hall Mission. Over 400 meals were plated and 
served by members of the team, which has been a holiday tradition for many years. Post-dinner, 
those in attendance had the opportunity to mingle with the players and celebrate the Als return 
to the post-season, the first time since 2014.

 

Alouettes serve up 
Thanksgiving dinner 

at Welcome Hall 
Mission
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Villa shuts out  
John Rennie
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Shedding light on  
mental illness
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More than just a  
free lunch!
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