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By P.A. Sevigny
The Suburban

Late last week, Québec’s Court of Ap-
peals rejected a request to suspend sever-
al articles pertaining to Bill 21 – Québec’s 
secular state law. According to the court’s 
majority decision, Bill 21 must remain in 
place until all of its judicial challenges 
make their way through the courts up 
until such time when they will (inevita-
bly) be heard in Canada’s Supreme Court.

While all three of the court’s judges 

agreed that the law overtly violates the 
fundamental rights and freedom of a sig-
nificant number of people – especially 
Muslim women – the law must remain in 
place because it includes and relies upon 
the Canadian Charter’s ‘notwithstanding‘ 
clause for its own legal protection.

As Justice Robert Mainville put it in his 
own opinion, “...given the use of the not-
withstanding provision, it does not ap-
pear legally possible at this preliminary 
stage to suspend the law.”

However, and even as she agreed with 

Justice Mainville’s majority opinion, 
Justice Dominique Bélanger singled out 
Muslim women when she wrote that 
“...it’s apparent that their fundamental 
rights are being violated.” Following her 
own reference to the fact that the ‘not-
withstanding ‘clause was deliberately in-
corporated into the law and used to over-
ride the nation’s ‘Rights and Freedoms’ 
Charter, she wrote that the court was 

Appeal Court decision allows Bill 21 to remain in place

See BILL 21, page A13

By Joel Ceausu
The Suburban

It was a visibly moved Jennifer Macca-
rone witnessing firsthand the vast need 
and great success of the Centre d’activités 
récréatives et éducatives (C.A.R.E.) Mon-
day. The Centre’s two dozen adult students 
are wheelchair-bound and are educated, 
stimulated, fed and toileted daily.

C.A.R.E.’s unique model breaks client 
isolation and provides crucial respite for 
families said the Westmount MNA and Of-
ficial Opposition critic for families. “They 
don’t just provide the essentials and peace 
of mind; they engage, they encourage, and 
are constantly thinking about what they 
can do to improve the lives of those in their 
care” she told The Suburban.

In its third decade, the non-profit organi-
zation offering recreational and education-
al services for anglophones with severe dis-
abilities outside the youth education sector 

C.A.R.E. fills 
critical need in 
Anglo services

See C.A.R.E., page A13


