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MADAME PLANTE GET A GRIP! ENOUGH WITH PARKING FINES - PAGE A14

This Week

By Kevin Woodhouse
The Suburban

Following the recent an-
nouncement by the REM 
light rail project regarding 
the diminution of expected 
parking spots for West Island 
stations, The Suburban spoke 
to the REM’s Harout Chit-
ilian, lead of the communi-
cations and public relations 
department about the choice 
as well as the massive disrup-
tion in the Deux Montagnes 

commuter train line coming 
up in a year.

After the announcement, 
many West Island mayors de-
cried the choice noting that 
if residents cannot get to the 
station in an easy or timely 
fashion, they will not choose 
to use the rail system.

“The reality being that if 
parking was available then 
more would use other trans-
port options and leave their 
vehicles close to home,” 
Pierrefonds-Roxboro mayor 

Dimitrios Jim Beis said while 
Pointe Claire Mayor John Bel-
vedere noted that “it’s a great 
project but the way it’s going 
to work is if people can feel 
comfortable driving there, 
parking their car and getting 
on to go somewhere.”

“This significant change 
in the planning of the West 
Island stations transfers 
the burden of finding viable 

REM responds to reduced 
WI parking spots

By Ross Conroy
The Suburban

“Bill 21 is unnecessary, discriminatory, 
and divisive,” said Noel Burke.

The Chair of the Lester B. Pearson 
School Board’s statement was in response 
to the provincial government’s approval of 
that bill into law last week, banning reli-
gious symbols in public sector workplaces.

“The council of commissioners and the 
administration of the Lester B. Pearson 
School Board, in their entirety, are op-
posed to Bill 21,” said Burke. “We are hold-
ers of the public trust and cannot support 
a law that is abhorrent to all we believe in!”

The board’s statement following the 
CAQ’s approval of Bill 21 noted that by 
“invoking the ‘notwithstanding’ clause, 
the government has confirmed its denial 
of the basic rights of freedom of expression 
and religion that are core to the Canadian 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms, and the 
Quebec Charter of Human Rights and 
Freedoms.”

“At a time when we are trying to focus 

LBPSB will 
not enforce 
or adhere 
to Bill 21

See REM, page A3 See BILL 21, page A7
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