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This Week

By Chelsey St-Pierre
The Suburban

The Spring 2019 floods 
marked the rebirth of a com-
munity effort that first arose in 
the Spring 2017 floods through 
a human chain during and af-
ter the destruction hit. When 
the alarm bells went off all over 
social media and various news 
channels, the first responders 
were neighbours and civilian 
community members. Police, 
firefighters, even the army 

were overwhelmed with sup-
port from likeminded people 
thinking they are “just doing 
their job”, because overnight it 
seemed that every West Island-
er woke up on the same side of 
the bed and said to themselves; 
this is our duty to our neigh-
bours. That duty was carried 
out tirelessly for weeks.

Patch, a local community 
member who came to the res-
cue with his pick up truck de-
scribes the event as a fog. Like 
many he had the innate sense 

of urgency to tend to his fellow 
neighbours in need and did so 
day after day until his truck 
gave out at which point, he 
continued on foot.

In the midst of the chaos, Jo-
hanne Hudon-Armstrong and 
Benoit Langevin formed a proj-
ect management team both 
online and, on the ground, to 
steer the generous intentions 
and hard work of the people 

A night to remember: Celebrating 
the West Island Flood Volunteers

Mayor Jim Beis at right on stage with entertainers including Marie-Mai in centre
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See VOLUNTEERS, page A13

By P.A. Sevigny
The Suburban

Following last week’s announcement 
about the CAQ administration’s plan to 
follow through with its plans to abolish 
Québec’s school boards, Québec English 
School Board Association (QESBA) di-
rector Russell Copeman told The Sub-

urban that he expects the association to 
lead the judicial fight against the bill.

“Not only is it an offense against local 
democracy, but the CAQ’s new bill (Bill 
#40) clearly doesn’t meet the Supreme 
Court’s criteria under section 23 of the 
Canadian Charter,” said Copeman. “If it 
goes to court, I have no doubt the QESBA 
will lead the charge.”

While Québec Education Minister 
Jean-François Roberge described Bill 40 
as a radical plan to reform public educa-
tion in Québec, the new law is expected 
to abolish local school boards in order 
to replace them with so-called ‘service 
centers’ made up of 16 people – essen-
tially volunteers as they will not be paid 

QESBA to 
lead judicial 
charge against 
school boards 
elimination

See QUESBA, page A3
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Victimized by  
anti-Semitic vandals
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