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By Joel Goldenberg
The Suburban

Hampstead lawyer Harold Staviss 
filed a complaint last month with the 
Office of the Commissioner of Official 
Languages (OCOL), saying that a Que-
bec-based corporation filing Goods and 
Services Tax/Harmonized Sales Tax 
returns cannot obtain the necessary 
forms and documents in English.

Staviss, who has been working with 
Côte St. Luc councillor Ruth Kovac to 
encourage businesses to post signs and 
send out communications to the pub-
lic in English as well as French, point-
ed out to The Suburban that Quebec’s 
language law requires that the forms 
be in French only.

“I am of the opinion that as the GST/
HST is a federal matter,” Staviss told 
The Suburban. “The Official Languag-
es Act should have precedence over the 
Charter.”

Complaint 
about 
French-
only GST 
form being 
investigated

See COMPLAINT, page A16

By Joel Ceausu
The Suburban

“I hope the visual helps make 
the point,” says Joseph Lalla wav-
ing handfuls of books in the air.

Speaking to the English Mon-
treal School Board council of 
commissioners last week, the 

independent commissioner for 
Ward 2 decried the poor status of 
translation and resources for the 
new secondary 3 and secondary 
4 History of Quebec and Canada 
program for anglophone students.

For years parents have com-
plained, to no avail, that the school 
board has not supplied students 

with the proper resources, with 
successive administrations point-
ing to a sluggish education minis-
try response.

“For our students to be success-
ful, students and teachers of the 

Lalla calls for immediate 
translations of school material

School Commissioner Lalla says English students and teachers must have the same materials and resources 
available to them if students must write the same exams as their francophone counterparts; exams, says the 
independent commissioner, that are also poor quality translations.

See TRANSLATION, page A16


