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THE 24 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS...A18

This Week

Fire guts West Island 
Assistance Fund 
                                        Page A3

Beat the winter blues 
                                        Page A20

Sun Youth Downs West 
Island in Sunday Matinee
      Page A32

Unions join Transcon, distributors and 
publishers to protect Publi-Sac
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By P.A. Sevigny
The Suburban

Thirty years to the minute after Marc 
Lepine told the men to leave after he 
entered the Polytechnique’s classroom, 
Nathalie Provost still remembers the 
moment when he screamed “You are all 
feminists, and I hate feminists!” before he 
shot her.

Provost, now 53 years old, was the last 
woman to ever speak to the killer when 
she told him that “...we’re not feminists. 
We’re just engineering students, and if 
you want to study at Polytechnique, you 
just have to apply et tu seras le bienvenue 
– you will be welcome!” That’s when he 
shot Provost four times before turning 
his rifle – a Ruger mini-14 semi-automat-
ic with an extended magazine – on the 
other girls in the room. Although six of 
the nine girls in the class were shot down 
in the corner against the wall, Provost 
was one of the three girls (in the class) 

City mourns 
Polytechnique 
massacre victims

See MASSACRE, page A8

By Beryl Wajsman, Editor
The Suburban

This past Monday morning 
in what Stéphane Lacroix, 
Communications and public 
affairs director of Teamsters 
Quebec, termed an “historic” 
front of “patronats et syndi-
cats,” unions, distributors and 
publishers — including The 

Suburban — came together 
at the Centre Mont-Royal to 
defend Publi-Sac and the free 
flow of information from an 
attack by Montreal’s Stand-
ing Committee on Water, the 
Environment, Sustainable 
Development and Large Parks 

in a report that would ban dis-
tribution of Publi-Sacs unless 
homes had a specific “opt-in” 
sticker and called for newspa-
pers to be distributed only in 
depots in public buildings and 
spaces. The Committee was 
made up of six Projet Montréal 
councillors and two from En-
semble Montréal.

The current system in place 
for decades is an “opt-out” 
option. If a door has a “no cir-
cular” sticker then nothing is 
delivered. The commission’s 
hearings have gone on for the 
better part of the year. Despite 
uncontested evidence demon-
strating that all flyers and bags 

of Publi-Sac are made of recy-
cled and recyclable materials, 
that some 1.9 million Quebec-
ers of modest income depend 
on the coupons for their week-
ly budgets and that between 
1,000-2,000 jobs would be 
lost if these recommendations 
were adopted, the Commit-
tee held firm to its decisions. 
Perhaps most disturbing was 
the Sec.8 recommendation 
of the report which not only 
demands that newspapers not 
be delivered to doors but be 
placed only in depots in public 

See PUBLI-SAC, page A28

Jobs and the free flow of information at stake


